
English 10: 
Animal Farm and  

The Russian Revolution 



 
 

Karl Marx: 

The Father of Communism 



 Marx believed that private ownership of land and 
capital needed to be abolished. This would 
prevent it from being held unequally. 

 Believed in “communal” way of life in which 
everyone shares in prosperity.  Total equality 
through violent revolution was the only way. 

 Wrote “The Communist Manifesto” in 1848 to 
express his ideas about the changes he felt were 
necessary in society and to encourage revolution. 

Karl Marx 



 The desire for total equality led to his invention 
of Communism. 

 Told the “Workers of the world [to] unite” 
(read: take over the government).  Wanted 
them to create a classless workers’ utopia. 

 Wrote “The Communist Manifesto” in 1848 to 
express his ideas about the changes he felt 
were necessary in society and to encourage 
revolution. 

 Died before the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

Karl Marx 



 1848: Karl Marx writes The Communist Manifesto 
regarding the revolution to bring about a classless 
society.  

In your notes… 



Communism: 
A Workers’ Utopia? 



Total equality; fairness over efficiency; 
opposite of capitalism. 

Government owns the means of 
production (land, labor, and capital).  
There is no private ownership and no 
profit motivation.  A Central Planning 
Board controls the economy. 

Communism 



Russia: 
Pre-Revolution 



 The average Russian citizen lived in abject poverty.  
Shortages of essentials were common. 

 The Czar--the unquestioned leader of Russia--lived in 
luxury, a world apart from his citizens. 

 The “relative disparity” between citizens and the czar 
made Russia revolution ready. 

Russian Society Before 1917 



 1900: Economic hardship and injustice from Czar; 
widespread revolts start. 

In your notes… 



Czar Nicholas II: 
A Disconnected Tyrant 



A poor leader at best 

Often treated opponents brutally, 
having them killed. 

He bought loyalty from subjects; 
often hiring students as spies. 

Czar Nicholas II 



He ruled by “divine right;” he 
believed he was appointed by God to 
be the unquestioned leader of the 
Russian state. 

Had unarmed protesters murdered 
in the streets in 1905.  This stoked 
already violent anger. 

Czar Nicholas II 



 

 

 

Vladimir Lenin: 

The Father of the Revolution 



Lenin adopted Marx’s ideas. He 
believed that the bourgeoisie 
(middle class) exploited the workers 
and must therefore be overthrown. 

Violent class conflict was the only 
way to achieve equality. 

Vladimir Lenin 



 1919: Czar Nicholas II is overthrown, and provisional 
government is set up.  

 Seven months later, Lenin and Bolsheviks lead 
revolution. 

 Bolsheviks rename themselves the Russian 
Communist Party (nickname: Reds).  

In your notes… 



Lenin understood the emotional impact of 
simple, powerful slogans like “workers of 
the world unite.”  Easy to remember, 
repeat. 

He made heavy use of propaganda to sell 
the revolution to his people; those who 
did not support the revolution were 
treated harshly and sometimes killed. 

Vladimir Lenin 



When Lenin died in 1924, there was a 
power struggle between Trotsky and 
Stalin, two leaders in Lenin’s 
government. 

Both men had different views about 
where the state should head 
ideologically. 

 

Vladimir Lenin 



Trotsky was a brilliant speaker and talented 
military organizer. With Lenin, he succeeded 
in overthrowing Czar Nicholas in October 
1917.  

Believed  in “pure” communism, followed 
Marx. 

 In the new gov’t. that Lenin established, 
Lenin was the President and Trotsky was the 
Commissar for Foreign Affairs.  

Leon Trotsky 



 1924: Lenin dies, and there is a power struggle 
between Leon Trotsky and Joseph Stalin.   

 Trotsky: Strict Marxist and talented organizer. 

 Stalin: Power hungry; modified version of Marxism. 

In your notes… 



 Wanted to improve life for all in Russia 
and was committed to positive change, 
not only his own power. 

 Educated; excellent speaker. 

 After Lenin’s death, power-hungry Stalin 
used Lenin's KGB (secret police) to chase 
Trotsky away and exile him from Russia. 

 

Leon Trotsky 



 After Lenin’s death, power-hungry Stalin 
used Lenin's KGB (secret police) to chase 
Trotsky away and exile him from Russia 
(1928). 

 His exile was permanent; he was 
eventually assassinated in Mexico by an 
agent of Stalin’s. 

 

Leon Trotsky 



 1928: Betrayal and assassination leave Trotsky exiled 
(later killed in Mexico by Stalin’s agent).   

 Stalin becomes Dictator of the Soviet Union. 

In your notes… 



 

 

 

Joseph Stalin: 

Lenin’s Eventual Successor 



Craved personal power; didn’t 
always follow Marx. 

Not as educated as Trotsky; 
benefited from the fact that 
education was controlled and 
Russians were subservient. 

Used propaganda expertly. 

Joseph Stalin 



The exiled Trotsky was very useful to 
Stalin as he was there for Stalin to blame 
for all the problems and difficulties that 
Russia faced. 

Because of their subservience and fear, 
the Russian people never questioned 
Stalin’s false claims about Trotsky. 

Joseph Stalin 



Not really police, but forced the 
people to support Stalin 

Used force; often killed entire 
families for disobedience 

Totally loyal, part of Lenin's power 

(even over the army)  

Joseph Stalin and The KGB 



Marx said religion was the "Opiate 
[drug] of the people" and a lie; it 
controlled people and made them 
subservient to their masters. 

Used to make people not complain and 
do their work; unquestioned ignorance 

 

Religion Under Stalin 
 



Stalin used religion for just this 
purpose; religion was tolerated 
because people would work and 
not complain 

Stalin knew religion would stop 
violent revolutions 

Religion Under Stalin 



 Stalin turned the Soviet Union into a 
totalitarian dictatorship 

 Ordered collective farms to give most of 
their food to the gov’t. so that the gov’t. 
could make more money for industry 

 Those who opposed Stalin were arrested, 
tried and sent to labor camps, deported, 
or executed. 

 

Stalin: The Dictator 



 1938: Soviet Union is now a totalitarian dictatorship 
(use of repression and coercion as a means of 
control).   

 Collective farms ordered to give most of food to the 
gov’t in order to make money for industry; 

 Those who oppose are arrested, tried and sent to 
labor camps, deported, or executed. 

In your notes… 



 1944: Russia allies with Britain, and in WWII, fights 
Germany on the Eastern Front.   

 Stalin starves his own people to prevent Germans 
from getting food. 

In your notes… 



 George Orwell wrote Animal Farm to satirize the Russian 
Revolution/Stalin’s Dictatorship.  

 He passionately hated inequality and political lying – both of 
which were widespread in Stalin’s Russia  

 He hoped the story would help simplify and/or point out the 
terrible things that Stalin claimed to do in the name of 
communism. 

Animal Farm 



 1945: George Orwell publishes Animal Farm in 
response to the inequality and political lying taking 
place in Stalin’s Russia. 

In your notes… 


