
English 11H      Name:_____________________________ 
1984 Book I Analysis  

 
Directions:  Through analysis, writers use specific evidence from a text to prove a point.  Analyzing involves 
more than just locating that evidence; it involves putting it in context and explaining why specific details 
are important.  Some analytical moves include: 

 Explaining what a character’s actions, speech, etc. reveals about the character  

 Comparing how the information in the passages helps distinguish characters from each other 

 Drawing attention to a conflict within the character 

 Discussing how the passage advances the plot or conflict 

 Connecting the passage to the development of a theme  

 Linking the passage to an overall pattern used to structure the text (e.g., kinds of people, different 
settings, sides of an issue, etc.) or showing how it does not fit that pattern  

 Highlighting what does not happen, what is not said, etc., (since that can also help the reader 
understand characters)  

 Rephrasing a portion of the passage to do any of the above 

 Relating the passage to previous (or future) events to demonstrate any of the above 
 

There are undoubtedly more, but you get the idea:  each of these involves linking the passage to something 
larger than the passage itself. (And check out those italicized verbs!) 
 
Since analysis often involves a similar kind of intellectual work, writers may rely on a stock repertoire of 
sentence structures to help explain the significance of a passage.  Some examples might include: 

 “When (a character) says (does / does not do / does not say, etc.) _______ , it demonstrates 
(something about the character).” 

 “Describing (a character / setting, etc.) as ________ helps the reader understand…”  

 “(A character’s action / reaction; a specific word or phrase…) is significant because…” 

 “(Character’s action, dialogue…) is similar to (or, is different from) _________, which shows….” 

  “By having  (Y) follow (X), the author seems to be highlighting (a similarity or difference between 
the two)…” 

  “(A phrase, an action, etc.) highlights (a trait, a problem, etc.)” 

  “Saying (X) makes it clear that (a character) thinks / feels...”  

 “While (another character) would have done / said (X), the fact that (this character) said / did (Y) 
shows this character is (Z=a character trait).” 
 

SHEESH!  This is starting to look like sentence algebra!  Hopefully, though, you get the point:  structures like 
these link specific details to larger ideas. 
 
Your task:   
1. Annotate as you read through the passages you’ve selected and copied down below.  Your annotations should show evidence of 

you doing the kind of thinking explained above.    
2. Review the information on this page and use sentences like the ones above to structure your analysis of the passages.  (Feel 

free to create your own sentence patterns, but they should do a similar kind of work.) 
 
Example:  “When it was dark I set by my campfire smoking, and feeling pretty satisfied; but by-and-by it got sort of 
lonesome.” …[Huck goes to bed. Then…] “And so for three days and nights.  No difference—just the same thing.  But 
the next day I went exploring around down through the island.   I was boss of it; it all belonged to me, so to say, and I 
wanted to know all about it; but mainly I wanted to put in the time” (29). 
Analysis:  This passage highlights Huck’s ambivalence about being alone on his journey.  Earlier, when he was kidnapped by Pap, he said he 
enjoyed it for the most part everything but being beaten.  Similarly, he feels “pretty satisfied” in this passage when he’s alone on the raft and 
seems to feel powerful by being “boss of” the island.  These statements are evidence of his independence and need to be in control of his life).  
But the passage also shows that he enjoys company:  after a while (“by and by”) it “got sort of lonesome” because it was “just the same thing.”  
This is not only because he’s bored—because it’s “just the same thing” all the time—but also because he needs to be with someone else to fully 
enjoy his experiences; alone, he’s just “put[ting] in the time.”  This desire for companionship might help explain why he didn’t mind being 
with pap—the benefits of companionship outweighed the cruel treatment he received.  Passages like this one, in which he grudgingly admits his 
very human needs, make it clear he’s not as tough as readers, and other characters, might think. 



Notice in this example: 

 Transitions help connect ideas; they make your analysis evident.  This can be with transition words / phrases 
(e.g., earlier, similarly, also, not only…but also…). 

 Sentence patterns help connect evidence and analysis—this response uses compound sentences, complex 
sentences, and different sentences openers.  It also makes use of our friend the dash (which says, “here’s the 
proof”). 

 Sometimes the analysis comes first, followed by the evidence. 

 Rewording key phrases (e.g., to be “boss of” something is to “control” it) helps clarify how they fit into the 
bigger picture. 

 Glancing quotes—in which you quote only a few words—help link your analysis to specific points in the 
passage. 

 
Now, it’s your turn: 
 
1. _______________:  “                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
           ” (    ). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. _______________:  “                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
           ” (    ). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


