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Animal Farm Essay 2015 
 

In Animal Farm, George Orwell uses his allegory to speak to the clear dangers associated with totalitarian 
dictatorships, especially those that masquerade as a communist entity. He wants to depict to readers how not only the 
leaders and the followers in a society can act in ways that destroy freedom and equality, but also how those who are 
simply bystanders can also be contributors. Each plays a specific role in the downfall or destruction of a society.   

You will be using one example from Animal Farm as well as a connecting real-life example in each body 
paragraph (except body # 3). This will obviously require research, adherence to MLA format including in-text citations, 
and a works cited page.  

Your initial thesis/claim will start out simply addressing the types of leaders who use controversial, but 
effective tactics in controlling others. It will then evolve or grow by the end of the essay to incorporate followers and 
then bystanders. 
 
OVERARCHING QUESTION: How do effective leaders and their followers, and by proxy, society’s bystanders 
contribute to a loss of freedom/equality and the overall demise of a society? 
 
REQUIRED PREWRITING 
 
INTRO: Your intro should include the following: 

 A HOOK that makes some statement about the dangers of corrupt leaders, totalitarian dictatorships, 
the ways in which leaders control the masses, etc. (no more than 2-3 sentences) 

 Background on the novel Animal Farm by George Orwell (no more than 2-3 sentences) 

 A transitional phrase that helps contextualize the thesis 

 THESIS! This is the most important aspect of your essay. It needs to indicate the ways in which 
leaders who do not believe in equality or certain freedoms/rights control their citizens/followers/etc. 
through the use of propaganda, fear, rhetoric, manipulation, restriction of rights or freedoms, etc. 

o Example: Leaders, throughout literature and history, are able to control their society by the 
controversial, but effective, use of manipulation. 
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1st BODY PARAGRAPH: How does a leader control, through the use of limiting freedom, restricting 

rights, creating a sense of fear, using propaganda/manipulation, tactical knowledge, persuasive speaking or 
the use of rhetoric, etc., their people/society/the masses effectively? 
 
Topic Sentence should only paraphrase the thesis.  
Example: Leaders who are often remembered through history as merciless dictators are also effective leaders, and they 
maintain control by manipulating or brainwashing the masses.  
 

 Pick a character in Animal Farm who, at some point in the novel, embodies leadership qualities (these can and 
should be negative, however still effective in their use). 

 Leader: ______________________________ 

 Leadership Qualities: 
o   

o   

o  

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH YOUR SELECTED CHARACTER: 

 What specific actions does this leader take that destroy freedom and weaken equality in Animal Farm? List at least 
two examples from the novel. (One of these will be your example proven with evidence in body #1) 
 
1) 
 
2) 

 

 How would you judge or characterize the behavior of the leader? For example, is it selfish? Fearful? Grandiose 
(arrogant and over the top)? Manipulative? How does that leader gain and keep his power? What does the goal 
or the aim/motivation of the leader seem to be? Does he achieve it? 

 
 
 

 What person/leader in history or in our world currently most closely embodies the effective qualities the 
character above demonstrates in the text? You will need to use research to draw connections from the character’s 
actions/motivations above with this real-life example of “negative” but effective leadership.  
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2nd BODY PARAGRAPH: How does a follower(s) of a leader contribute to the demise of his/her 

society/country/etc. he or she is a part of by adhering to the ideas and policies set about by their leader 
making it easy for themselves to be taken advantage of and utilized?  
 
Evolved from #1, Topic Sentence for Body #2 should be something like this:  
Example: Leaders who are manipulative and calculated in their control of their citizens cannot seek to maintain power 
without the use of followers who adhere to their every whim.  
 

 Pick a character in Animal Farm who, at some point in the novel, embodies the qualities of a follower (this can be a 
group of animals, but be as specific as you can i.e. the dogs, sheep, etc.) 

 Follower(s): ______________________________ 

 What makes them followers? Qualities of a follower: 
o   

o   

o  

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH YOUR SELECTED 
CHARACTER(S): 

 How does the character(s) act in specific situations to weaken equality and give up his or her or their freedom?  
List at least two examples (One of these will be your example proven with evidence in body #2) 
 
1) 
 
2) 

 

 Does the character realize that the animals are losing their freedom and equality?  Why or why not? Does the 
character influence the attitudes and behaviors of other followers in Animal Farm?  If so, how?  If not, why not? Is 
the behavior of this character typical of that of most other followers in Animal Farm? Can you identify a type of 
behavior that puts the ideals of freedom and equality in danger? 

 
 
 
 

 What people/persons in history or in our world currently most closely embody the qualities the character(s) 
above demonstrates in the text? You will need to use research to draw connections from the character’s 
actions/motivations above with this real-life example of these types of followers who either 
knowingly/unknowingly contribute to the detrimental effects certain leaders have on the societies they control. 
You will need to clearly indicate in which ways they are a follower. 
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3rd BODY PARAGRAPH: Beyond the fact that leaders knowingly seek to control people, and followers 

make it easy for them to carry out their plans, those who do nothing, or bystanders, are also problematic. 
What is wrong with being a bystander? If you’re a bystander, you do nothing which means you don’t say 
anything either way, for or against, so what’s the problem?  
 
Evolved from #1/2, Topic Sentence for Body #3 should be something like this:  
Example: Both leaders and their followers contribute the demise of equality and freedom in a society, but it is also the 
bystanders who, by doing nothing at all, remain passive and thus inactively aid in the downfall of their society. 
 

 Pick a character in Animal Farm who, at some point in the novel, embodies the qualities of a bystander (this can be a 
group of animals, but be as specific as you can). 

 Bystander ______________________________ 

 What makes them bystanders? Qualities of a bystander: 
o   

o   

o  

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH YOUR SELECTED 
CHARACTER(S): 

 How does the character(s) NOT act in specific situations? What do they not do that allows them to not 
necessarily actively participate in the leader’s control, but do nothing to act against it either.  List at least 
two examples (One of these will be your example proven with evidence in body #3) 
 
1) 
 
2) 

 

 Does the character realize that the animals are losing their freedom and equality?  Why or why not? Does the 
character influence the attitudes and behaviors of others in Animal Farm?  If so, how?  If not, why not? Is the 
behavior of this character typical of that of most other bystanders in Animal Farm? Can you identify a type of 
behavior that puts the ideals of freedom and equality in danger through the passivity and ambivalence of 
bystanders? 

 
 
 
 

 OPTIONAL: What people/persons in history or in our world currently most closely embody the qualities the 
character(s) above demonstrates in the text? You will need to use research to draw connections from the 
character’s actions/motivations above with this real-life example of these types of bystanders who either 
knowingly/unknowingly contribute to the detrimental effects certain leaders have on the societies they control. 
You will need to clearly indicate in which ways they are a bystander. 
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CONCLUSION: Work to restate the entire evolved form of your thesis (i.e. restate your body #3’s topic 

sentence in new wording) at this point in the essay. Please use your examples to reiterate who, as characters and real-
life examples, depicted the negative, but effective qualities of leaders as well as those who blindly followed after the 
leader despite the harsh conditions they were now finding themselves living in, and finally, who seemed to stand by and 
do nothing until it was too late. Provide readers with some interesting implications regarding the topic and your 
specific thesis. What is Orwell’s message? How is this serving as a warning? No questions to leave readers with, please. 
DO NOT BEGIN WITH IN CONCLUSION,… 
 
 

IMPORTANT ESSAY THINGS TO REMEMBER: 
 Type double-spaced on one side of the paper. 

 DO NOT use I, me, we, YOU or any other personal pronouns. 

 DO NOT refer to the essay as you write it – just write it!  Example - “In this essay…” “In this paragraph…” 

 DO NOT refer directly to quotes. Example – “This quote says…” “This quote shows…” 

 Do make sure each body paragraph will use at least two direct quotes (body #3 will only use one) 

 DO Write your essay in present tense. Example – Orwell shows…, Boxer works… 

 DO use correct parenthetical/in-text citations in MLA format 

 DO include a works cited page  

 DO remember that TOPIC SENTENCES ARE NOT EXAMPLES 

 DO use CONTEXT before introducing any evidence: Insert some information that sets the scene for your 
quote/evidence; give us some lead in information so we understand what is going on in the novel or in history 
right before your quote takes place.   

 DO use QUOTES correctly: Insert quotes within body paragraphs, but they should not fall out of the sky. It 
should be introduced and blended smoothly.  The proper way to insert a quote is to put quotation marks at the 
beginning “and then quotation marks again at the end of the quote, after the punctuation.”  For Animal Farm, it 
should look like this: 
Napoleon most clearly uses fear to control the animals when he whistles for the puppies, and “they dashed straight for Snowball” 
(Orwell 67). 

 DO OFFER DETAILED ANALYSIS: After your quote(s) you must explain why each quote is important to what 
you are trying to say/prove.  There must be an explanation after every quote, and it should tie the quote back to 
the first sentence in the paragraph. FEEL FREE TO USE MORE THAN ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE—
IT CAN’T HURT! REMEMBER THOSE EMBEDDED, GLANCING QUOTES (SHORTER, 
BLENDED QUOTES TO REINFORCE WHAT YOU ARE TRYING TO SAY)—USE THEM! 

 DO USE A CLOSING SENTENCE AT THE END OF EACH BODY: Your last sentence in the paragraph 
should sum up the paragraph and tell how it proves that your thesis is true. 
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RESEARCH: 
Where to research: 
Do NOT just start with Google to research online. There are many databases that will cut down on your researching 
time.  

1) World Book  
2) InfoTrac Student 

*These are both found on the LMC webpage. 
 
How to research: 
*Use key words, not full sentences or questions 
*Read the entire article to find the information you’re looking for – Research = Reading 
*Take notes on what you find AND where – do this in a word document so it’s easy to keep track of. 
*Complete works cited entries while you are finding information (easybib.com) 
 
Research is not: 
*A famous quote from that person (stay away from quote websites) 
*Simply a quote in the middle of your paragraph. It needs to be integrated into a sentence AND cited. 
 
 
Works Cited List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample:                                     
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A few things to remember while making a works cited list:  
 

1. The works cited list is part of your paper, and is displayed on the very last page.  It should exist on its 
own page, and not immediately following your conclusion paragraph. 

2. All entries must correspond to the parenthetical citations of actual evidence that you cite in your paper. 
3. The list should be alphabetized by the first letters of each entry (which is probably the author’s last 

name).  
4. Make sure to avoid using numbers or bullets when making your list.  All MLA works cited lists are 

simply alphabetized. 
5. Make sure to “reverse indent” each of your entries, where the first line begins at the margin and each 

subsequent line is indented.  When you start a new entry, simply go back to the margin. 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
For assistance with making entries, feel free to consult websites like Easy Bib or Citation Machine and make sure 
they’re set to follow MLA rules (not Chicago or APA). 
 

http://www.easybib.com/
http://citationmachine.net/index2.php?reqstyleid=1&newstyle=1&stylebox=1
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Be sure to record the due dates of each element of this paper (and in your planner)! 
DUE DATES: 

 Pre-writing Packet  _____________ 15 points 

 Rough Draft  _____________ 10 points 

 Final Draft   _____________ 100 points (rubric) 
 
 


