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English 11 Honors  
Macbeth Exam Review  
 
For guaranteed success on the upcoming exam, take the following pieces of advice into 
consideration: 
 
1. Review your background notes and understand Shakespeare's inspirational source for 

the play, his purpose for telling the story, and the play’s setting 
2. Review Bloom’s chapter and your own annotations 
3. Have a commanding knowledge of the plot 
4. Know the speaker, context and significance of each of the following quotes.  

Essentially, you should treat each one of these as a PID.   
 

 
Quote      Speaker, Context, & Significance 
 

Quote 1 
Fair is foul, and foul is fair    
Hover through the fog and filthy air 
 

 

Quote 2 
Hail to thee, Thane of Glamis! 
…Hail to thee, Thane of Cawdor! 
All hail…that shalt be King hereafter! 
 

 

Quote 3 
 But ‘tis strange! 
And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, 
The instruments of darkness tell us truths, 
Win us with honest trifles, to betray's  
In deepest consequence. 
 

 

Quote 4 
Nothing in his life      
Became him like the leaving it.  He died     
As one that had been studied in his death  
To throw away the dearest thing he owed   
As 'twere a careless trifle. 
 

 

Quote 5 
There's no art  
To find the mind's construction with the face 
He was a gentleman on whom I built 
An absolute trust. 
 

 

Quote 6 
The Prince of Cumberland!  That is a step 
On which I must fall down, or else o'erleap, 
For in my way it lies.  Stars, hide your fires! 
Let not light see my black and deep desires. 
The eye wink at the hand; yet let that be, 
Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see. 
 

 

Quote 7 
Yet I do fear thy nature. 
It is too full o' the milk of human kindness 
To catch the nearest way.  Thou woulds’t be great; 
Art not without ambition, but without 
The illness should attend it. 
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Quote 8         
If it were done when 'tis done, then 'twere well    
It were done quickly…But in these cases    
We still have judgement here, that we but teach  
Bloody instructions, which being taught, return 
To plague the inventor. 
 

 

Quote 9 
Art thou afeard 
To be the same in thine own act and valor 
As thou art in desire? 
 

 

Quote 10 
Is this a dagger which I see before me, 
The handle toward my hand?  Come, let me clutch thee! 
I have thee not, yet I see thee still. 
Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible 
To feeling as to sight?  Or art though but 
A dagger of the mind, a false creation,  
Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain? 
I see thee yet, in form as palpable 
As this which now I draw… 
 

 

Quote 11 
Methought I heard a voice cry "Sleep no more! 
Macbeth does murder sleep…Macbeth shall sleep no more!” 
 

 

Quote 12       
Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood   
Clean from my hand?  No.  This my hand will rather  
The multitudinous seas incardine.    
Making the green one red. 
 

 

Quote 13        
 To be thus is nothing,     

But to be safely thus…'Tis much he dares,     
And to that dauntless temper of his mind     
He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valor     
To act in safety.  There is none but he     
Whose being I do fear; and under him     
My genius is rebuked, as it is said     
Mark Antony's was by Caesar. 
 

 

Quote 14 
Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown 
And put a barren scepter in my grip 
Thence to be wrenched with an unlineal hand, 
No son of mine succeeding.  If’t be so, 
For Banquo’s issue I have filed my mind; 
For them the Gracious Duncan have I murdered 
Put rancors in the vessel of my peace 
Only for them, and mine eternal jewel 
Given to the common enemy of man 
To make them kings, the seed of Banquo kings! 
Rather than so, come Fate, into the list, 
And champion me to the utterance! 
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Quote 15       
 Naught's had, all's spent,    

Where our desire is got without content.    
'Tis safer to be that which we destroy 
Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy.  
 

 

Quote 17 
I am in blood 
Stepped so far that, should I wade no more, 
Returning were as tedious as go o'er 
Strange things I have in head, that will to hand, 
Which must be acted ere they may be scanned. 
 

 

Quote 16        
Approach thou like a rugged Russian bear,   
The armed rhinoceros, or the Hyrcan Tiger   
Take any shape but that, and my firm nerves    
Shall never tremble. 
 

 

Quote 18        
…by the strength of their illusion     
Shall draw him on to his confusion.   
He shall spurn fate, scorn death, and bear   
His hopes 'bove wisdom, grace, and fear; 
And you all know security  
Is mortals' chief enemy  
 

 

Quote 19 
Front to front  
Bring thou this fiend of Scotland and myself, 
Within my sword's length set him.  If he scape, 
Heaven forgive him too! 
 

 

Quote 20 
Out, damned spot!  Out, I say!  One; two.  Why then 'tis time to 
do't.  Hell is murky.  Fie, my lord, fie! a 
Soldier, and afeard?  What need we fear who knows it, when none 
can call our pow'r to accompt?  Yet who would 
Have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him? 
 

 

Quote 21 
Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow 
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day 
To the last syllable of recorded time; 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death.  Out, out brief candle! 
Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player, 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage 
And then is heard no more.  It is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing.  
 

 

Quote 22  
Accursed be the tongue that tells me so, 
For it hath cowed my better part of man!  
And be these juggling fiends no more believed,  
That palter with us in a double sense  
That keep the word of promise to our ear  
And break it to our hope!  I’ll fight not with thee! 
 

 

 


