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The Power of Language: 
Passage 1:                                          Control and Trickery in Animal Farm, Ch. 5-7 

Afterwards Squealer was sent round the farm to explain the new arrangement to the others.   
“Comrades,” he said, “I trust that every animal here appreciates the sacrifice that Comrade Napoleon has made it taking this extra 

labour upon himself.  Do not imagine, comrades, that leadership is a pleasure!  On the contrary, it is a deep and heavy responsibility.  No 
one believes more firmly than Comrade Napoleon that all animals are equal.  He would be only too happy to let you make your decisions 
for yourselves.  But sometimes you might make the wrong decisions, comrades, and then where should we be?  Suppose you had decided 
to follow Snowball, with his moonshine of windmills – Snowball, who, as we now know, was no better than a criminal?” 

“He fought bravely at the Battle of the Cowshed,” said somebody. 
“Bravery is not enough,” said Squealer.  “Loyalty and obedience are more important.  And as to the Battle of the Cowshed, I 

believe the time will come when we shall find that Snowball‟s part in it was much exaggerated.  Discipline, comrades, iron discipline!  That 
is the watchword for today.  One false step, and our enemies would be upon us.  Surely, comrades, you do not want Jones back?” (55-56). 

 

 How is language being used to control the animals in this passage? (Include lots of DETAIL in your answer; 
reference the text in your answer.) 

 
 
 
 
 

 What is the overall significance of this passage (Why is it important?  What does it show the reader?)? 
 
 
 

 

 Underline the line from the passage that you think most strongly represents the rhetorical technique (technique 
for persuasion) being used, and justify your choice here: 

 
 
 
Passage 2: 
 On the third Sunday after Snowball‟s expulsion, the animals were somewhat surprised to hear Napoleon announce that the 
windmill was to be built after all.  He did not give any reason for having changed his mind, but merely warned the animals that this extra 
task would mean very hard work; it might even be necessary to reduce their rations…That evening Squealer explained privately to the other 
animals that Napoleon had never in reality been opposed to the windmill.  On the contrary, it was he who had advocated it in the 
beginning, and the plan which Snowball had drawn on the floor of the incubator shed had actually been stolen from among Napoleon‟s 
papers.  The windmill was, in fact, Napoleon‟s own creation.  Why, then, asked somebody, had he spoken so strongly against it?  Here 
Squealer looked very sly.  That, he said, was Comrade Napoleon‟s cunning.  He had seemed to oppose the windmill, simply as a maneuver to 
get rid of Snowball, who was a dangerous character and a bad influence.  Now that Snowball was out of the way, the plan could go forward 
without his interference.  This, said Squealer, was something called tactics.  He repeated a number of times, “Tactics, comrades, tactics!” 
skipping round and whisking his tail with a merry laugh.  The animals were not certain what the word meant, but Squealer spoke so 
persuasively, and the three dogs who happened to be with him growled so threateningly, that they accepted his explanation without further 
questions (57-58). 
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Passage 3: 
 One Sunday morning, when the animals assembled to receive their orders, Napoleon announced that he had decided upon a new 
policy.  From now onwards Animal Farm would engage in trade with the neighbouring farms: not, of course, for any commercial purpose, 
but simply in order to obtain certain materials which were urgently necessary… 
 Once again the animals were conscious of a vague uneasiness.  Never to have any dealings with human beings, never to engage in 
trade, never to make use of money – had not these been among the earliest resolutions passed at that first triumphant Meeting after Jones 
was expelled?...The four young pigs who had protested when Napoleon abolished the Meetings raised their voices timidly, but they were 
promptly silenced by a tremendous growling from the dogs.  Then, as usual, the sheep broke into “Four legs good, two legs bad!” and the 
momentary awkwardness was smoothed over… 
 …[Squealer] assured them that the resolution against engaging in trade and using money had never been passed, or even 
suggested.  It was pure imagination, probably traceable in the beginning to lies circulated by Snowball.  A few animals still felt faintly 
doubtful, but Squealer asked them shrewdly, “Are you certain that this is not something that you have dreamed, comrades?  Have you any 
record of such a resolution?  Is it written down anywhere?”  And since it was certainly true that nothing of kind existed in writing, the 
animals were satisfied that they had been mistaken (62-64). 
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reference the text in your answer.) 
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Passage 4: 
 It was about this time that the pigs suddenly moved into the farmhouse and took up their residence there.  Again the animals 
seemed to remember that a resolution against this had been passed in the early days, and again Squealer was able to convince them that this 
was not the case.  It was absolutely necessary, he said, that the pigs, who were the brains of the farm, should have a quiet place to work in.  
It was also more suited to the dignity of the Leader (for of late he had taken to speaking of Napoleon under the title of “Leader”) to live in 
a house than in a mere sty.  Nevertheless, some of the animals were disturbed when they heard that the pigs not only took their meals in 
the kitchen and used the drawing room as a recreation room, but also slept in the beds…Clover, who thought she remembered a definite 
ruling against beds, went to the end of the barn and tried to puzzle out the Seven Commandments which were inscribed there.  Finding 
herself unable to read more than individual letters, she fetched Muriel… 
 “It says, „No animal shall sleep in a bed with sheets,‟” she announced finally. 
 …Squealer, who happened to be passing at this moment, attended by two or three dogs, was able to put the whole matter in its 
proper perspective. 
 “You have heard then, comrades,” he said, “that we pigs now sleep in the beds of the farmhouse?  And why not?  You did not 
suppose, surely, that there was ever a ruling against beds?  A bed merely means a place to sleep in.  A pile of straw in a stall is a bed, properly 
regarded.  The rule was against sheets, which are a human invention.  We have removed the sheets from the farmhouse beds, and sleep 
between blankets.  And very comfortable beds they are too!  But not more comfortable than we need, I can tell you, comrades, with all the 
brainwork we have to do nowadays.  You would not rob us of our repose [rest], would you, comrades?  You would not have us too tired to 
carry out our duties?  Surely none of you wishes to see Jones back?” (66-67). 
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Passage 5: 
 …A terrible sight had met their eyes.  The windmill was in ruins. 
 With one accord they dashed down to the spot…Unable at first to speak, they stood gazing mournfully at the litter of fallen 
stone.  Napoleon paced to and fro in silence, occasionally snuffing at the ground.  His tail had grown rigid and twitched sharply from side 
to side, a sign in him of intense mental activity.  Suddenly he halted as though his mind were made up. 
 “Comrades,” he said quietly, “do you know who is responsible for this?  Do you know the enemy who has come in the night and 
overthrown our windmill?  SNOWBALL!” he suddenly roared in a voice of thunder.  “Snowball has done this thing!  In sheer malignity, 
thinking to set back our plans and avenge himself for his ignominious expulsion, this traitor has crept here under the cover of night and 
destroyed our work of nearly a year.  Comrades, here and now I pronounce the death sentence upon Snowball.  „Animal Hero, Second 
Class,‟ and half a bushel of apples to any animal who brings him to justice.  A full bushel to anyone who captures him alive!” 
 …Almost immediately the footprints of a pig were discovered in the grass at a little distance from the knoll… 

…“No more delays, comrades!” cried Napoleon when the footprints had been examined.  “There is work to be done.  This very 
morning we begin rebuilding the windmill, and we will build all through the winter, rain or shine.  We will teach this miserable traitor that 
he cannot undo our work so easily.  Remember, comrades, there must be no alteration in our plans: they shall be carried out to the day.  
Forward, comrades!  Long live the windmill!  Long live Animal Farm!” (69-71). 
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