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AMG provides world-class productivity improvement  
and interim management expertise for manufacturing  
companies seeking operational excellence.
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Lawrence Technological University 
isn’t for just anyone. We want the 

future designers, engineers, scientists, 
and entrepreneurs who will create 

the innovations of tomorrow.

The earning potential of Lawrence Tech 
grads is among the highest in America. 

If you believe that everything is 
possible, and that possible is 

everything, we want you at LTU. 

Watch LTU students share their college 
experiences at ltu.edu/StudentStories. 

               Ready to apply now? 
               Visit ltu.edu/applyfree.

             

Possible is everything.

Southfield, Michigan       
800.225.5588

admissions@ltu.edu
www.ltu.edu
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Fourteen people were killed and another 21 were wounded in a 
shooting at the Inland Regional Center, a facility for people with 
developmental disabilities on Dec. 2 in San Bernardino, California. A 
husband and wife pair executed the act of terrorism and were killed by 
police as they fled the scene.

A device that the bomb squad suspects to contain explosives was 
later found by law enforcement on the second floor of the center which 
is likely connected to the shooting. 

Right now, gun control is a very controversial topic in the United 
States (see back page). In Obama’s statement about these latest 
shootings, he proposed that Congress act quickly to tighten restrictions 
and eliminate loopholes allowing people on the No Fly List to buy 
guns. Additionally, the incident comes at a time when gun violence is 
very prevalent. Just last month, terrorist attacks occurred in Paris and 
across Europe with Islamic extremists being blamed. It is confirmed 
that the shooters in San Bernardino are involved in a Muslim advocacy 
group and that the female shooter had made some pro-ISIS comments 
on Facebook.

San Bernardino is just the latest case in a long line of shootings. 
As of Dec. 3, there have been 355 mass shootings in the United States 
this calendar year. Still though Senior Alex Blanck thinks that the 
U.S. should not be backing down, “We can not give into the terrorists 
and show our fear, that is what the terrosrists want to happen.” With 
countries around the world working to limit terrorism, only time will 
tell what it takes, if it is at all possible, to stop these mass shootings 
from happening in the first place.

Last month, the New York Times launched their new virtual reality service, NYT VR. 
The move indicates that the once-unattainably futuristic concept of virtual reality is not far 
off from becoming an experience which will be more widely accessible. All that is required 
to view the new VR format is an iPhone or Android and the NYT VR app, which is free to 
download and use. 

The general idea behind NYT VR is to create a way to experience the news that is more 
immersive than reading an article or watching a video. When a person watching a VR video 
moves the phone around, the perspective of the video moves with it, allowing the viewer 
to see the entire environment in 360 degrees. The video is filmed with a camera that can 
capture images from the entire surrounding environment.

The dynamic and innovative experience which VR brings to the news is fully on display 
in the videos designed specifically for the format. The first of which, titled “The Displaced,” 
is an 11-minute video that takes the viewer into the lives of three child refugees driven 
from their homes by the various conflicts around the world. The children include Oleg, an 
11-year-old Ukrainian boy; Hanna, a 12-year-old Syrian girl; and Chuol, a 9-year-old South 
Sudanese boy. 

“[NYT VR] could revolutionize the way news is shared, and will hopefully help people 
gain a new perspective on the world; it’s impossible to experience NYT VR and not want to 
make a change,” sophomore Sammy Saperstein said. To be inside Oleg’s destroyed school, 
in the Lebanese cucumber fields with Hanna, or sitting next to Chuol on his tiny boat in 
Sudan, and to be to able look around and feel the environment surrounding each puts an 
often faceless crisis in perspective in a way that other mediums cannot. 

The first new video to be released since launch is a six-minute visit to Paris, France 
to view the memorials constructed in the wake of the terror attacks of Nov.13, 2015. The 
sadness and grief in the air is palpable as the viewer is enabled to speak to people who lost 
loved ones, or sit among a group as they sing to remember the 129 victims of the attacks 
just hours or days earlier. “The best part about NYT VR is how personal it is,” Saperstein 
continued. “The difference between, say, reading about the situation in Paris and actually 

experiencing a memorial and hearing people who lost loved ones sing and talk about their 
experiences is indescribable.” The experience provided by these videos is rivaled only 
by actually being there. By creating a riveting and extremely accessible virtual reality 
experience, the New York Times paves the way for VR to become the medium of the future. 

Alongside the release, the Times gave a free set of the Google Cardboard virtual 
reality viewers to all of its subscribers. As the name would indicate, Google Cardboard 
is a cardboard box. It has obstructers on the sides to block peripheral vision for better 
immersion, a place for a smartphone, and two plastic lenses to view a VR video. Although 
crude in design, Google Cardboard is cheap, effective, and may be used by anyone with a 
smartphone. It is not required to view NYT VR, but it certainly enhances the experience.

The NYT VR app is free to download on the Apple and Android app stores. 

New York Times rolls out virtual reality format
Kit Charlton ’16, Senior Copy Editor
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14 killed in San Bernardino 
in another mass shooting
Bennett Hart ’16, Managing Editor

BHS students are able to view virtual reality videos through the Google Cardboard viewer.

Zuckerberg, the co-founder of Facebook, 
announced in a video that was released by 
Facebook on Nov. 1, that his wife, Priscilla 
Chan, will be giving 99 percent of their wealth 
from Facebook to charity. Mark Zuckerberg, the 
man who has made billions through investing 
and creating one of the most successful social 
networks in the world, has made the news once 
again. The pledge was also found in an open letter 
that was made to their newborn child, Max, who 
was born a week before the video was uploaded. 
The 99 percent from their Facebook earnings that 
they are donating totals to about 45 billion dollars 
and is going to a new organization the Zuckerberg 
family has formed called the Chan Zuckerberg 
Initiative. “Our initial areas of focus will be 
personalized learning, curing disease, connecting 
people and building strong communities,” the two 
commented when asked in an interview for the 
New York Times.

The announcement has received mixed views 
since Chan and Zuckerberg had tried to give 
back in the past, and it did not pan out. In 2010, 
he donated 100 million dollars for the purpose of 
improving public schools in Newark. The money 
did expand some of the high performing charter 

schools in the Newark area, but the huge donation 
encountered waves of strong resistance from 
parents, community, and unions, and the donation 
fell through due to the fact that the money was 
not being used towards the areas that needed 
improvement the most.

Nevertheless, both Zuckerberg and Chan said 
in the same interview that they have “learned a lot 
from the experience.” But the one thing that many 
people are shocked about is that most wealthy 
men and women usually don’t give away their 
earnings. “I think that what he is doing is right for 
society,” senior Matt Frank said. “...That is what 
matters.”  

Larry Brilliant, who works on philanthropic 
issues with many Silicon Valley figures including 
Marc Benioff, the chief executive of Salesforce, 
and Jeff Skoll, the co-founder of eBay, was 
surprised that both the scale and timing of Mr. 
Zuckerberg’s donation, who is still in the early 
years of his career, is rare. “I hope this will be a 
model for Mark’s generation,” Dr. Brilliant said. 

Zuckerberg and Chan intend to gradually 
transfer their Facebook stock or the proceeds from 
stock sales to the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative. 

Zuckerberg gives 99 percent of 
earnings to charity
Max Fields ’16, Circulation Manager
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When contemplating winter holiday dishes, one usually 
thinks of Christmas ham and eggnog, but what about the 
dishes from our friends from the land of milk and honey? 
While the date of Hanukkah always changes, one thing 
remains constant: latkes. Latkes are potato pancakes fried 
in oil that perfume oniony goodness and provide a perfect 
crunch when bitten into. The oil is symbolic of that which 
lasted for eight days in the midst of religious persecution. 
Today in Israel, latkes have been almost completely replaced 
with small fried jelly donuts called sufganiyot, but still the 
latke reigns supreme in other Jewish populated areas of the 
world like the United States and Europe. In late November 
and December, the scent of latkes can be found anywhere 
from your local Jewish deli to your aunt Sylvia’s house. 
“Hanukkah is not Hanukkah for me without latkes. That 
smell is just unlike anything else,” senior and latke authority 
Ryan Schildcrout said. When considering latkes, the only 
thing that is questionable is the choice of condiments. What 
will you choose as a topping: applesauce or sour cream?

In today’s developed world, WiFi, or wireless internet, is 
one of the most important commodities. That being said, it 
often glitches or completely goes out. More times than not, 
cable companies, like Comcast Xfinity, respond to customer 
complaints with four hour appointment windows and do 
not even show up until the end of the allotted time. Once 
they arrive at the customer’s house, the cable company stays 
for up to three hours, and then leaves, promising faster and 
better service. Not one day later, the WiFi is already being 
temperamental. Granted, I am no technological wizard, but I 
am a man of the modern age and can assume WiFi is not too 
difficult to fix, or should work in the first place if promised 
and paid for. Senior Caleb Duchan commented, “Once I 
called Comcast because my internet was down. Four hours 
later, my WiFi did not work, my toilet was clogged, and 
my pantry was empty.” This lack of customer service is 
unacceptable. It is the twenty first century, people; get your 
act together.  

Halftime concerts, half court shots, and overtime thrillers 
are the factors that make up the excitement of a typical NBA 
regular season game. What contributes the most, yet what is 
possibly the most underrated part of a game, happens to be 
the hype and and exhilaration coming from the bench. Bench 
players that receive limited time on the floor fill their role on 
the team by pumping up the star players with ridiculous acts 
and dances after every called timeout, ankle-breaking move, 
or blocked shot. “The 10th and 11th men on the team are 
more exciting to watch than some of the starters,” junior Joey 
Berlin said. He continued,“NBA benches get so hype and it’s 
so funny.” Although players like Toronto Raptors’ Quincy 
Acy, Los Angeles Lakers’ Robert Sacre, and Chicago Bulls’ 
Nate Robinson may never become All-Stars, or even start in 
an NBA game, without the injury of teammates who would 
normally start, their roles as the team’s best towel waivers 
and celebration dancers are crucial to their franchise. These 
players have accepted their positions on the team, and are 
seemingly fine with getting paid millions of dollars to do it. 

NBA Bench Players
Adam Yaker  ’17, Assistant Opinion Editor

Cable Companies
Aaron Berlin ’16, Business and Ad Manager

or of DecemberThe
Latkes
Will Shulak ’16, Hot or Not Editor

Movie clichés are found in all different genres of film. 
Some are proper and fitting, like the classic Rocky-style 
training montage. Most, however, are irritating, and can even 
end up ruining a movie. Often the clichés are so focused on 
plot that they become unrealistic. Villains, for example, are 
almost always incompetent and allow heroes to escape too 
easily from their grasp. The most annoying cliché in recent 
movies though is the pointless sacrifice. This is when a hero 
sacrifices themselves to defeat the villain. Only after other 
characters are mourn their loss it turns out they were okay. 
Examples include Tony Stark at the end of the first Avengers, 
or Bill Cage and the other soldiers in Edge of Tomorrow. 
Movie writers are dramatic like this to build emotion in 
viewers, without having to deal with the consequence of 
killing a character. It is annoying because it is just a trick, 
and it makes the whole point of their sacrifice meaningless. 
Writers could have easily come up with a scenario where the 
hero never had to “die.”

Movie Clichés
Cobian Gleason ’16, Website Editor

s



What says winter better than ice skating? At Campus 
Martius in Downtown Detroit, one can hop right into the 
winter fun by seeing Detroit covered in white, while taking 
a lap around the rink. At Campus Martius, one can enjoy ice 
skating, looking at the magnificent 60 foot Christmas tree, 
and sipping on a nice cup of hot cocoa. There are also street 
performers, horse-drawn carriage rides, and of course, a visit 
from everyone’s favorite man in red. “I went on opening 
night with all my friends, and it was really cool because it felt 
like the whole Detroit area was coming together to ice skate,” 
junior Hunter Steingold said. Campus Martius is open daily 
from Nov. 20-Mar. 6. The times vary from Monday-Thursday 
11a.m.-10p.m., Friday 11 a.m.-midnight, Saturday 10 a.m.-
midnight, and Sunday noon-8 p.m. Tickets are $8 for adults 
and $7 for children and seniors. Skate rentals are $3. 
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When it comes to getting in the holiday spirit, 
Greenfield Village knows exactly how to do it right. Join 
in the fun with ice skating, Model-T rides, Christmas 
caroling, and a visit from Santa and his reindeer. The 
dazzling firework finale display is also a blast, and 
seasonal refreshments including hot chocolate and 
roasted chestnuts are always served. It is so much more 
than a typical winter activity, it is also an opportunity to 
take a step back in time and see what the holidays were 
like throughout history. “I have never been before, but I 
love doing Christmas things, and Holiday Nights seems 
like the perfect way to do it,” junior Benjamin Vincent 
said. Holiday Nights are Dec. 4-6, 11-13, 17-23, and 26-
28 from 6:30-10 p.m. Tickets are $18 for youths, $22 for 
senior citizens, and $24 for adults. 

Holiday Nights at Greenfield Village LED lions, tigers, and bears, oh my. The Detroit Zoo 
hosts the Wilds Lights every year, displaying more than 
five million LED lights illuminating the trees and over 100 
animal sculptures throughout the zoo. The fun is not just in 
the lights; activities such as ice carving and arts and crafts 
make the zoo even more enjoyable at this time of year for 
all ages. There is also a Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
exhibit, and one can get their picture taken with Santa. 
This year’s Wild Lights offers additional activities such as 
the polar plunge inner tube slide and a 4-D viewing of the 
popular holiday movie The Polar Express. “My experience 
at Wild Lights was really fun; they had cool ice sculptures 
,and the lights were amazing. My friends and I had a really 
good time,” junior Charlie Williams said. The Detroit Zoo 
will be lighting up the night on Dec. 4-6, 11-13, 18-23, and 
26-31 from 5:30-9 p.m. Tickets are $9 if bought in advance 
and $11 at the gate. 

Holiday hotspots: find festive family fun in Metro Detroit

There are certain things that people can unanimously agree should not exist and in which  
people should never take part. These are a quick three things that bother most students at 
BHS, and reading this will help you from triggering your peers’ biggest pet peeves. “I am 
usually an advocate of ‘you do you’, but these are seriously problems,” senior Maddy Alpert 
said, when the common pet peeves were listed to her.

Walking slowly in the hallway: It is fine to walk at whatever speed you want 
in the hallway, IF THERE IS NO ONE WALKING BEHIND YOU. People have classes they 
actually want to get to, even if you do not care about being tardy. “I have the worst hallway 
rage ever [when people are walking slowly]. I always try to dodge people, and I want to push 
them out of my way,” sophomore Rachel Cantor said. 

Pick up the pace, and realize the person behind you probably has an extremely big urge to 
give you a shove. Alpert, who is just one out of probably hundreds, if not thousands who is  
urked by the snail pace at which her peers move. “I will literally push my way past them if I 
have to,” Alpert said. She continued, “I do not care if you conversation is amazing, there are 
other people in the halls, and you have to be aware of that.” Senior Nik Stahl, chimed in on 
this topic, too. “People get on my damn nerves when they take a century to walk through the 
halls,” he said. The hallway is not meant to be a place to loiter, but rather a direct and efficient 
route to your next destination.

Taking your shoes off in class: It is inevitable that some, especially in winter, 
may have smelly feet. Even if you have beautiful feet or if they are covered by socks, do not 
take off your shoes. The stench from your sweaty, gross feet will 100 percent make its way 
up someone’s nostril and distract them from paying attention. “[Taking off shoes in class] just 
releases all of your nasty feet odors that no one wants to smell. Please, please do not do that,” 
Cantor said, repulsed. Also, more than likely, your feet probably are not beautiful and many 
people do not like looking at your hairy, bunyun covered feet anyway.

Chewing gum/food obnoxiously: A lot of people hate the sound of loud 
chewing. Loud chewing is distracting and pretty gross. If two people are having a conversation, 
and one person is chewing loudly, more than likely none of their words are being heard, but 
only the sound of squishing food. Alpert is consistently bothered by chewing. She said, “The 
worst is gum smacking; you can not even hear yourself think.” Chewing obnoxiously tends 
to disgust Cantor as well. “When I talk to [my sister], and she is chewing, I can only hear 
the sound of the food in her mouth, even though I know she is talking,” Cantor said. She 
continued, “It is just yuck! So disgusting.” What you are eating may be delicious, but please 
be sure that you are the only one who can hear the process of the food breaking up.

We are all guilty of these at times, but try to be more cognisant of the fact it may be 
annoying a lot of people. If we all work together to end these tendencies, school will be a 
more pleasant place.

A sol id l ist  of  things you should just  never do

Katie Cross ’17, Assistant Photo Editor
Ice  Skating at Campus Martius Wild Lights at the Detroit Zoo
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Nicole Doctoroff ’16, Managing Editor

When one thinks of Instragram, they think of artsy photos, pictures of delicious 
food, clever captions, and of course, the iconic “selfie.” But, the newest craze of 
Instragram is having a fake Instragram account in addition to a real one.

A Fake Instragram, more commonly known as a ‘finstagram’, is an account 
that features hilarious pictures and photo captions that usually do not make sense. 
A finstagram isn’t usually “artsy” or planned out, it’s usually just random pictures 
that are funny. When finstagrams first started out, they were shown to close and 
immediate friends.

 Finstagram account owners soon realized that these funny pictures should be 
shared with the whole world, and as people started to rack up followers, more and 
more people started to create their own accounts.

A finstagram example is sophomore Sari Wise’s account, @superflysari112. “I 
think people enjoy finstagrams because they are more personal in a way and you can 
be creative with them,” Wise said. “I enjoy posting on it and have fun coming up 
with funny captions.” Wise’s account is filled with embarrassing pictures of herself 
and her friends, showcasing her hilarious pictures and personality. 

Another great example is run by two people, junior Nolan Tollefson and sophomore 
Lily Gross, @ladylily5_mrnolan23. “I think 
that the finstagram account we have allows 
me to express myself more than my regular 
Instragram,” sophomore Lily Gross said. 
Unlike normal Instagram, where people just 
try to get likes, funny pictures allow people 
to be themselves. Gross continued, “With 
the finsta, I don't have to try to come up 
with something normal or clever for every 
caption; I just get to say what's actually on 
my mind without being judged by others.” 

Having a finstagram is a great medium 
for expression. These accounts can show 
friends a more relaxed and fun side of 
yourself. Finstagrams have recently become 
very popular due to the fact that they really 
easy to manage, and a great way to have a 
better connection with friends. If you have 
not made a finstagram accoun  go make 
one, you will definitely not regret it. 

Let me post that on (f)Instagram: 
the rise of fake Instragram accounts
Katie Wolberg ’18, Student Life Editor

Gross and Tollefson’s Finstagram. 
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The curtains dropped, and the audience roared with laughter and applause after the BHS 
fall play Noises Off went off without a hitch. The comedic play written by Michael Frayn 
in 1982 lets the audience in on the chaos of what goes on behind the scenes during a play; 
it is essentially a play within a play. The play begins with the cast at a dress rehearsal for 
their upcoming show for which they are desperately unprepared. By the second act, the 
cast is performing a matinée version of the show, and the audience gets to see what goes on 
behind the scenes. In the third act, the audience sees one of the cast’s final productions and 
how the whole play has completely gone to shambles.  

With the new sound system all ready to go, BHS’s drama department, BeDrama, 
sounded better than ever. With two months of preparation and a cast of only nine people, an 
immense amount of work went into this production. “This year’s play is full of energy. We 
also have turning sets that make this production different from previous years,” lead actress 
and senior Lucie Rosenthal said. The on-stage shenanigans, from junior Emily Muench 
being in her underwear the entire performance to sardines getting shoved down senior 
Chloe Oliva’s shirt, gave the play the energetic spirit Rosenthal promised. 

From the moment the play began to when the final curtains closed, BHS’s talented actors 
never failed to amaze. Seniors Rosenthal and Ryan Hurley were the leads, playing Dotty 
Otley and Lloyd Dallas respectively, and their comedic roles and exceptional acting skills 
stole the show. “Kudos to Lucie and Ryan, their roles were perfect for them. In fact the 
play was so funny, I saw it three times,” junior Michelle Smith said. The performances by 
seniors Alex Morrison, Oliva, Will Shulak, and Jordan McGee were equally exquisite and 
made it clear that the BHS drama department has exceptional talent, who are unfortunately 
ending their time on stage this year. Juniors Muench and Josiah Cedo also put on the 

performances of their lives. Being the only sophomore in the cast, Miles Young proved his 
capability with a stunning performance. The performance on stage would not have been 
possible without the stage crew who outdid themselves with sets that made the audience 
captivated, and put forth the perfect mood for all the scenes. They also effectively added 
to the moments of chaos on stage by scrambling around the set. Bravo to the entire cast 
and crew.  

Noises Off is all about a play that tragically but comically fails, but BHS’s portrayal of 
it was far from a failure. Director John Hopkins has done it again and continues to prove 
that his cast is devoted to making the best show they can. In the end, Noises Off was 
an all-around success that rightfully deserved their multiple standing ovations. Congrats, 
BeDrama, on yet another outstanding show.

Let’s make some noise for Noises Off: 
Katie Cross ’17, Assistant Photo Editor

The most important lesson that I learned, 
and the one that took me longest to learn, 
is DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST 
MONTH available to study your hardest. 
Notice how that is bolded, underlined and 
in all caps. It is very important. That was 
a vital mistake that I made, and it made 
everything more stressful. Senior Zach 
Leonard struggled with this as well. He 
said, “The ACT was tough for me, I wish I 
had started studying earlier. I would have 
been a lot less stressed.” Going into a test 
feeling like it is all or nothing is a horrible 
feeling and you are more likely to let stress 
overwhelm you. I assure you that it is much 
more comforting going into a test knowing 
you have ample time and chances to bring 
up your score. If you do well, great. But if 
you do not, you still have time to study and 
to improve.

Try out other tests. Just because 
BHS is offering the SAT, or most of 
your friends are taking one of the tests, 
it does not mean that it is right for 
you. The ACT and SAT significantly 
different in certain ways. One test may 
better suit you better than the other 
one, but you do not know until you try 
both. I took the ACT over and over, but 
I wish I had taken some online SAT 
practice questions just to see if I liked 
it better. Leonard learned this lesson 
the hard way. “[I also wish that] I tried 
taking the SAT. I was never completely 
comfortable while [taking the ACT],” 
he said. Do this in the beginning of 
your testing process though, because 
you want to commit to studying to one 
test eventually, instead of going back 
and forth.

While focusing on the 
subjects at which you are 
worst, and studying those is a 
good idea, continue to do some 
review for the other sections. 
You want your strongest sections 
to pull up your overall score as 
much as possible. Studying can 
include just printing off a bunch 
of old tests from online, and 
doing a bunch of those. There 
is no need to spend ridiculous 
amounts of money. Focus more 
on the ones that you need to 
improve most upon, but do not 
forget about the other ones. You 
can find some practice ACT tests 
through google and they will 
easily come up.

 After reading this, you may 
get the wrong idea about how 
important these tests are. The 
ACT/SAT will not greatly affect 
the rest of your life. See this tip 
is also italicized, because it is by 
far the most important. While yes, 
a standardized test is a factor that 
goes under consideration during 
the admissions process, it is not 
a make it or break it factor. If you 
have pretty good grades (relative to 
whatever your goal school is), some 
activities, and a well written essay, 
you will likely  get into schools that 
are right for you. You have a future; 
do not let a standardized test tell you 
otherwise. Yes, study hard, but there 
is no need to let it control your life. 
No matter what, you will be okay.

Yes, this is a rough stage in your life, but you will persevere. I hope the tidbits of information I 
have given you help. Throughout this process, just breathe. You are a winner, and will succeed.

Nicole Doctoroff ’16, Managing Editor
As a senior who has just finished applying to colleges, I have been through it all. I have experienced the common stress of the infamous sophomore year. I have experienced the 

overwhelmingly busy junior year: trying to balance cramming in activities for college applications, studying for the ACT, all while juggling six classes. I somehow managed to come 
out alive. However, looking back, I wish that I had someone to give me advice regarding getting through all of this without wanting to pack up my bags and move halfway across the 
country. Obviously, some people may have an easier time than I did, but for those who feel like some advice would come in handy, I am here to help. Hopefully, the tips and tricks 
I am about to share will make struggling through standardized testing a bit easier.
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BeDrama’s first prodcution of the year proves to be a success 

BeDrama’s cast and crew at the final dress rehersal for Noises Off

For ACT/SAT practice tests 
visit khanacademy.com
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High School Myths Debunked
Annie Silver ’17, Photo Editor and Zoe Blake ’17, Student Life Editor

There seems to be a lot of misconceptions about high school and what it embodies. As one can tell by these quotes these myths have been busted. Hopefully these poor, poor 
students will read this before fall so they all do not think that BHS is one big hormonal, cursive-only hot zone.

From the beginning of school, a teacher’s job is to prepare one for the next stage of one’s life. They teach students life lessons, like Caring and Sharing or educational lessons 
like history and math. Every year, teachers tend to give advice to their students to help prepare them for the next step of education. Some of the time their advice is quite helpful, 
but most of the time the advice that they give us with such certainty is nothing more than a bold faced lie. We went to Anderson Middle School and interviewed Mr. Young’s eighth 
grade media class. Here are some of the ridiculous claims teachers have told their students about high school. 

Nick
“Middle school GPA matters.” 

The last time we had thought about our middle school GPAs 
was back in middle school, Nick. Although it’s important to 
gain foundational knowledge and try hard, middle school GPA 
does not matter in the grand scheme of things; it’s all about the 
high school GPA.

“You don’t turn in homework.”

There are times when teachers do not have you turn in 
every assignment, but Nick, there is occasionally a boatload of 
homework that will make you cry. 

Grace
“Teachers in high school do 
not accept late work.” 

This one just doesn’t make sense. 
Of course teachers accept late work, 
Grace. They are not monsters. 

“My teacher told me that cursive is 
required when writing impromptu 
essays.” 

Casey

The last time we used cursive, 
we were nine. Unless your name 
is Corey Lipton. He has somehow 
gotten away with it. 

Keller
“If you mess up one thing, it is permanent and there is no 
going back.” 

While screwing up, does damage your GPA, it does not 
destroy all of your chances of college or success in life. 
One mistake will not ruin your life. 

“In my mind high school is one. Big. Make out session.” 
No, just no. 
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Shopping from your couch
Josh Radom ’16, Editor-in-Chief

Although ASOS is technically 
not really found in any other state, this 

online only store is one of the best places to 
find affordable and nice looking pieces of clothing. 

The British online fashion and beauty store that is geared 
towards the ages of high school and college students offers 

a selection of over 850 brands as well as their own “ASOS” 
brand clothing and accessory line. ASOS is a store with a 
great selection, at great prices. Whether you are looking 
for something under 20 dollars or a designer brand, ASOS 
has a big selection to choose from. “ASOS has so much 

variety for any type of style, men or women. Anything 
from clothes, to accessories at a reasonable price and 

from well-known brands. The best part is the 
free shipping!” senior Jane Hammerle 

commented.

Almost anyone who lives in Michigan knows that it is not an epicenter for shopping. The common staple items for many Michiganders in this area are the classic Roots Salt and Pepper 
sweats with a pullover of some sort. However, there are ways to stay fashionable in a not-so-fashion-forward-state. Although there may not be the best places to shop in, there are places 
people can shop from without leaving the comfort of one’s couch. Some of the best places to shop in Michigan are not even in Michigan, but online.

This one 
does not have as many 

sale items as ASOS, but no one will 
be disappointed with the quality of Zara’s 

lines. This Spain-based company takes pride in the 
fabrics used in their clothes and are always of pristine 

condition. “They have the cutest clothes,” senior Gwen 
Wibbelman said. “And they do not have one in Michigan 
so it just makes it that much more special when finding 
one in a city.” If you need validation that Zara is a 

worth a visit, Louis Vuitton’s Fashion Director 
Daniel Piette described it as “possibly the 

most innovative and devastating retailer 
in the world.” Ph
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From rocker to school of rock
Cobian Gleason ’16, Website Editor

“I’m not going to sing for kids; it’s ridiculous,” he insisted. After decades of practicing and 
playing his guitar to achieve his dream of becoming a rockstar, Mr. Randy Kaplan found himself 
in a polar opposite scenario. His friend had offered him a job to play for children at his son’s 
preschool. Kaplan was, needless to say, less than excited about the gig. However, after the 
first day, he had fallen in love. This marked his transition into his career as a children’s music 
performer and songwriter. 

That was years ago. Now Kaplan is long term substitute English teacher at Berkley High 
School. He started substituting for Mrs. Stacey Walters at the beginning of the year, and switched 
to cover for another new mom, Mrs. Natalie Ford, in November. The last day he substituted for 
Walters he brought his guitar in and played for both his sophomore and freshman classes. He 
chose songs and styles that were applicable to a book the sophomore class was reading—songs 
that those characters would have heard at that time. After looking up some of his own songs, 
the freshman class asked if he could play those for them. Kaplan said, “They appreciated the 
ridiculousness of the songs even though they were made for younger kids.” Teenagers are the age 
group that he does not get to play for all that often, and he was happy that they enjoyed his music.

While he may be busy as a substitute teacher, this does not keep Kaplan from his musical 
career. He managed to become successful enough in the past that his music became quite popular. 
Not only did Kaplan travel the country to play at gigs, but some of his songs became so famous 
that they were played on Sirius-XM radio. Today, his music is still played on the radio, and he still 
travels to put on concerts out of state. This fame has given Kaplan a steady career. “I’m grateful 
to have reached that level,” Kaplan said, “a level that I never reached with my non-kids music.”

Kaplan’s songs are different from average children’s tunes. He likes to refer to his songs 
as “not-just-for-kids” music. He incorporates lyrics that are multi-leveled as kids might not 
understand. This is because he aims to have his music appeal to teenagers and adults too. His first 
hit song “No Nothing” is a perfect example. While kids enjoy the funny story it tells, older people 
understand how the chorus is almost existential. 

Kaplan’s music is heavily influenced by his favorite genres: 
country and blues. Kaplan said, “Grownups want to hear my ballads 
or neurotic stories about failed relationships…songs about social 
commentary. Now, with kids, I can adapt all my favorite stuff from 
Blind Boy Fuller and Blind Blake and Robert Johnson.” Often he has 
to change lyrics to make them more kid friendly, but it is ultimately 
worth it to be able to play some of his favorite songs.

One of the hardest parts for Kaplan is how stationary he is 
now. After moving to Michigan to be closer to his wife’s family, 
he has not been able to travel like he used to. Before, Kaplan 
would give up apartments and go on the road for months on end, 
staying with friends all over the country. He would spend months 
putting on musicals and doing shows all across the country. 
Now that he has a family, Kaplan has been settling down with a 

more calm career; he is only able to travel cross country every so 
often. Kaplan said, “It’s hard not to have that [travelling life]. You 
feel trapped a little.”

On the other hand, Kaplan is also excited to be staying in Michigan. 
To him, Michigan gigs have been the best of all. He loved playing at 
the amphitheater in Charlevoix and at the community center in Battle 
Creek. He even does gigs at parks and libraries in the local area. 
One possibility that Kaplan looks forward to is putting on a show 
for students in the auditorium. For now, he will continue to teach his 
newest fans—the students.

Teachers’ perspectives on their students
Jordan McGee ’16, Circulation Manager

Questions Teacher A Teacher B Teacher C Teacher D
Reaction to two students “making out”? “That’s just gross. No one wants to see that. I get you 

have hormones, but get it together.”
“Teenagers in 2015 did not invent a sex drive, but I 
believe that they’re demonstrating their love for the 
benefit of everyone else.”

“I have no interest in intervening in these kinds of 
episodes, but I’ll certainly wince and hope that the 
young couple wises up quickly.”  

“We always joke among the teachers, 
‘What if we were standing there with our 
spouses and started making out in front of 
all of you guys?’”

Worst experience with a student? “I had a male student punch a female student in the 
face when I was student teaching. I thought the kid 
was kidding when he asked if anyone would ‘Bet 5’ 
he wouldn’t punch her in the face.’ He then punched 
her in the face. The mom of the girl then drove to the 
school and choked out the boy. She got arrested.”

“A kid who wasn’t reasonable. He saw me as his 
father in some way and was irrational and violent.”

“The worst experiences always involve the loss of 
life.”

“I had accidentally viewed some 
inappropriate pictures on a student’s 
phone that I did not intend to see. Worst 
day of my life.”

Most irritating factor about teenagers? “The angst. Life is tough. Get a helmet.” “Teenagers in 2015 let social media feed into 
personal life and it warps who they are and how they 
deal with real people.”

“A general lack of self-awareness. People who tell 
you to put your phone away are trying to tell you that 
your blatant disregard for something that is happen-
ing--literally--right in front of you, makes you look 
like a complete jerk.”

“It’s more about the bad choices that the 
students make, such as violent acts or 
drinking.”

Do you know information about 
students you wish you didn’t know?

“Yes. A lot of it has to do with personal lives and 
disciplinary issues. There are some of which that are 
really sad, and it actually helps me remember that we 
all have a heck of a lot of going on outside of here, 
and sometimes my homework assignment you did 
not turn in is not the most important thing.”

“Sometimes you just overhear something about sex 
or drugs considering one of your students, and I 
don’t need to know those things. Ick!”

“I’ve seen things no one should ever see: A promising 
young student fleeing the police by jumping out our 
classroom window, and a mother who urges me to 
date her teenage daughter. Quite a bit, actually. It’s 
really inappropriate.”

“Sometimes students are currently facing 
problems similar to what I have faced.”

The divide between teachers and students has always been evident due to the maturity gap. I asked four teachers questions that forced them to think about their students in a personal way. They asked me to conceal their identity, so I will refer them as teachers A-D.

TopShop, although not 
completely vacant in Michigan, 

is hard to find, other than in the minuscule 
selection at Nordstrom in the Somerset collection. 

TopShop is commonly thought of as a women’s brand, 
but with the development of their men’s line TopMan, it could 

be one of the most revolutionary department stores in the game. 
Right now, this Britain-based company only has stores in Georgia, 
California, New York, Texas, Las Vegas, and Washington D.C. 
This is extremely inconvenient and disappointing to those looking 
for the brand in other places and only being able to purchase 
online. “TopShop is stocked with an impressive selection of 

fashionable clothing that you cannot find at any other store,” 
senior Sakina Toure stated. “It is the must stop to the 

‘oh so famous’ European style that every girl 
[or guy] craves to make themselves look 

fashionable effortlessly.”
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A letter from your Elf on the shelf
I am the elf on your shelf. I hide around your house, watch you, and document your 

every action for jolly old Saint Nick. I do not have a name, but I see all. Ever since my book 
came out in 2005, I have been one of the most popular family Christmas items. I have been 
assigned to watch you and your family to see if you have been naughty or nice this year, 
and let me tell you, I have a lot, and I mean a lot to tell the big man. Before I do, however, I 
wanted to give you this letter to show what I have seen through this holiday season. 

My small body is typically stuffed away in a box, under your basement steps from Dec. 
26 to the end of November. When I see the light of day, I can immediately tell that a lot has 
changed since last year: the kids are now one year older, hideous Christmas decorations 
I have not seen before are hung everywhere, the strange spot on the ceiling has gotten 
the slightest bit larger, and some new wrinkles have formed under your parents’ eyes— 
probably a result of stress.

A lot of other things have changed alongside the household’s appearance. The 12-year-
old daughter has officially become a tween by giving her parents constant attitude and 
always being on her phone. She has gone from a pretty in pink princess to grunge within 
the 11 months I missed. On top of that, she is now convinced that good old Santa Claus 
no longer exists and constantly gives me a disgusted look whenever she sees my shiny, 
expressionless drawn on face staring at her from afar, and I have no idea why. 

The oldest boy in the house, now 16, is more devious and obnoxious than ever. From 
torturing his littlest sister, who is only eight by the way, to Netflix and chilling while the 
parents are not home, this kid has become a total monster. He does not hate me like his 
younger sister; he just ignores me as best as he can, but sometimes he does roll his eyes 
whenever I move stations in the night.

I love my family, but I have to admit that the littlest girl, the eight year old, is my favorite 
child. She still believes in the magical creatures that no one can see, including Santa, the 

Tooth Fairy, and Leprechauns. She always runs down the steps when she wakes up just to 
find me. She always cries when I go away on Christmas Eve to report the family’s actions 
to Saint Nick.

When I get back to the household, I take one last look around. I watch the children finally 
open their last present, a camera flash, and the strange spot on the ceiling. Even though I am 
not considered a part of your family and am constantly disregarded, you are all the biggest 
part of my life, and I know without me, the holidays would not be the same.

Even after all we have gone through in these short weeks, when Christmas ends I am 
put back into the same box I was just in last year, covered up, and forgotten about until the 
holiday season comes back around.

 Sloan Elie ’18, Entertainment Editor
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Project 
Katie Wolberg ’18, Student Life Editor

America’s public school system as we know it is about to 
change. Recently, a campaign created by Laurene Powell Jobs, 
Steve Job’s wife, was initiated to inspire kids to come up with 
a plan to change their school system with a chance at winning 
a 50 million dollar grant for their school. 

This campaign is called Project XQ: The Super School 
Project, and it asks kids for their opinions regarding what they 
think comprises a perfect school. The current school system 
is not perfect for everyone’s learning style. Some students 
learn visually while others learn more logically. This project is 
designed to make learning more engaging and improved for all 
students. “I think art programs are really important in school. 
Not everyone is only academically skilled, and those who are 
advanced in different talents need to utilize them,” English 
teacher Ms. Chelsea Lupenec said. Project XQ wants schools 
to encourage creativity within each student and have students 
excel in various subjects. 

The project’s mission statement is to “fuel a movement 
to reimagine high school.” Until Feb. 1, The project wants 
students to share their ideas for a new “super school.” Once 
all the ideas are submitted, they will partner with at least five 
winning schools and grant them 10 million dollars each to turn 
their imaginative ideas into reality. 

In Grand Rapids, MI, students in Grand Rapids Public 

Schools (GRPS) have come up with the idea of having a 
“museum school,” making school more interesting and 
innovative. A museum school is exactly how it sounds: a 
school inside an actual museum. “We believe the Grand Rapids 
Public Museum High School is an excellent candidate, thanks 
to the cutting edge instructional model that incorporates design 
thinking and place-based education…in a living, learning 
environment, the Public Museum,” GRPS Superintendent 
Teresa Weatherall Neal said on Mlive in November.

The overall goal of the project is to change the entire public 
school system, so kids can learn more creatively. For instance, 
if schools change their scheduling and offer more career based 
classes. “I think if school’s scheduling changed so schools can 
offer more classes, it would give the future generation more of 
an opportunity to discover new things, and maybe pursue the 
things they learned as a career,” freshman Annika Helenberger 
said. 

According to the National Center for Education Statistics, 
the U.S. average mathematics score of 481 was lower than 
the average score of all countries that participate in the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 
Project XQ wants to make American schools better than the 
average, and encourage the future generation to develop their 
creativity and follow their passions.  Ph
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Changing the school
system forever

Founder of the Project XQ 
campaign Laurene Powell Jobs.

Remember me,
Your Elf

“Fuel a 
movement to 
reimagine high 
school.”
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Public service announcement pertaining to all parents: I know it is 
crazy, but we survived. We made it through bad falls, playing outside 
with only a bathing suit and socks on in negative degree weather, 
broken bones, trips to the intensive care unit, and the other dangerous 
situations over protective parents could not save us from. 

Parents, one word: chill. Teenagers are tough, rough, and thriving. 
Being in high school, I have seen my fair share of overprotective 
parents, and you know what? They are not always right. 

Having a sense of freedom and independence as a teenager is likely 
one of the most important things a kid can have at this age, and speaking 
from personal experience, I can tell you that I survived even having a 
bit of independence. That is not to say overprotective parents should 
be appreciated, but only to an extent. Regarding her helicopter parents, 
Junior Carolyn Cohn shared, “Last summer my friend and I walked 
to downtown Royal Oak to go shopping, and my mother ‘secretly’ 
followed us there to make sure we got there safely, and then she would 
not let us walk back ourselves.” 

When we were young and our parents stressed the word ‘safety,’ 
it was in fact a good thing- kids need to learn “stranger danger” and 

the importance of a helmet. Since we are now in high school, walking 
across the street without my helmet on is okay. Overprotectiveness can 
lead to insanity, an anonymous sophomore said, “Yeah, my parents are 
crazy. They made a rule book for me and forced me to sign it; they make 
me bring it with me wherever I go. Also, when I go out without an adult 
I must text them every 30 minutes to let them know what I am doing.” 
This type of over protectiveness leads kids to want to rebel even more 
than they would without having so many overbearing restrictions. 
Instead of instilling values of safety, it makes kids frustrated. Let 
children prove that they are worthy of their parents’ trust.

There are mentally insane people in this world that can cause harm, 
but they should not stop parents from letting their kids go out on a 
Friday night. Danger is everywhere, and it will not end if parents force 
their kids to come home at nine.  

Parents, we are not kids anymore, we are teens, we are resilient, and 
we are qualified to go out on the weekends without your supervision.  
And to new parents, just remember: do not let your kids sit on the front 
porch without their helmet, knee pads, mouth guards, shoulder pads, 
shin guards, and goggles. They may get hurt, but it is okay.

Annie Silver ’17, Photo Editor

Never go outside without your helmet

Japanese sauce company ends animal 
testing, finds procedures unethical

Sloan Elie ’18, Entertainment Editor

Animal testing has been practiced since the fourth 
century in Greece, and is more controversial now than it 
has been for decades. Ever since its peak in the 1980s, 

animal testing has been on the decline on account of the 
increasing number of regulations implemented, and animal 

rights organizations fighting animal testing. Sadly, many 
companies still use animal testing for their products and 
ignore the public’s disgust with their methods. 

Almost everyone has some opinion on animal testing. 
Whether one is against it, like senior Nika Korolyova, 

or find no problem with it, there is no denying the fact 
that 72 percent of women, the main consumers of 
cosmetic products (among which animal testing is 
most prevelent), oppose animal testing. Korolyova 
expressed her opinion on animal testing and said, “I 
feel animal testing is cruel and unethical. Yes, I want 
safe products to use, but in the long run animals are 
organisms too, and they feel everything that we 
[humans] can feel.” She added, “Just because we 
are the dominant species does not mean we should 
spread cruelty and pain.” 

The cruel act of animal testing is performed 
every day, all over the world. Organizations 
like PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of 

Animals) have been campaigning for years 

to end animal testing. On Nov. 17, after many protests, media shaming, and phone blitzes, 
Kikkoman, a company that tested on animals for over 15 years, stopped animal testing on 
their products, and joined forces with PETA to help end it for good.

Unfortunately, food brands testing on animals is not as well-known as cosmetic 
companies testing on animals. In September, H&M announced that they are joining forces 
with Humane Society International (HSI) to end animal testing around the world once and 
for all. Since then, companies from all over the world, including Kikkoman, followed in 
H&M’s footsteps and stopped testing on animals.

A reliable way to spread the word about something is by posting about it on social 
media. One of the strongest movements via social media regarding animal testing was HSI’s 
#BeCrueltyFree campaign, which encouraged the average consumer to only buy products 
that were not tested on animals. Korolyova said, “I go out of my way to buy cruelty free 
products because I think that we can come up with other ways to have safe products.”  
Because their campaign was meant for social media, it picked up a lot of popularity with 
the younger generation. The trending hashtag immediately exposed users of social media to 
gruesome photos of rabbits in cages being tested, and this caused many to feel outraged for 
the way companies test products on their animals.

Once animal testing gained the attention of people, many large companies such as 
Pepsi, Coca-Cola, and Ocean Spray immediately stopped testing on animals and have also 
teamed up with organizations like PETA and HSI to help stop global animal testing.  Senior 
Annalisa Soranzo said, “There are a lot of people against animal cruelty, and it is great that 
they are doing something about it.”

In recent months, a drastic number of companies stepped up to stop animal testing. Large 
food companies deciding to end their testing on animals will only create a positive ripple 
effect. Hopefully, in a few years, animal testing will be completely a thing of the past.
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etroit never seems to fit in with the other top cities throughout the 
nation. Its  questionable reputation and saddening stereotypes have the city 
looking a lot worse to citizens than it truly is. People spend too much of 

their time investigating all the possible reasons Detroit is a corrupt city and spend minimal 
time appreciating the positive aspects the city has to offer. 

The city that Michiganders all know as a tough and historic place takes heat from 
outsiders that is not rightly deserved. The city is looking to retire its current reputation and 
is evolving into a beautiful place through generous individuals and positive attitudes. 

What people often avoid looking at before characterizing Detroit are all the changes that 
Detroit has recently made and is currently in the process of completing. Billionaire and 
Quicken Loans CEO Dan Gilbert has invested more than $1 billion into the city, including 
the renovation of 60 skyscrapers, one of which is the famous Dime Building. Along with 
Gilbert, the owner of the Detroit Red Wings, Detroit Tigers, and Little Caesars, Mike Ilitch, 
is making and has made many similar investments in the city. Ilitch is in the process of 
building a $650 million hockey arena and entertainment area for the Red Wings, which will 
also include events centered on the city. This project of building a new home for the Wings 
is part of the idea to make Detroit more appealing, as this new stadium will be placed on 
real estate that has been abandoned for years. 

As people are constantly working to make positive changes to Detroit, the problem does 
not lie in what the city offers, but the reputation that people have of it. Detroit is home to one 
of the largest crime rates in the country. According to the Neighborhood Scout,  nearly 8.1 
percent of the people are involved in crime in the city, which compels people to think of it 
as an unsafe place to visit or to live. In reality, the major cause of the disproportionatley high 
crime rate is the large area that Detroit covers. The only way to fix Detroit’s poor reputation 
is to make sure that people become informed about the new projects that are causing the city 

to excel and to simply believe in the city as many individuals do not.
One great way for citizens to educate themselves on Detroit is to actually go and  

experience it on their own. Detroit is currently in the middle of a mass shift of younger 
people flocking to the city. The youth are an essential component to any city’s success, as 
they are what the future holds. In Corey Williams’ article “Whites are moving back into 
Detroit,” Bruce Katz, Co-Director of the Global Cities Initiative at the Washington D.C. 
based Brookings Institution, explained, “For any individual who wants to build a company 
or contribute to the city, Detroit is the perfect place to be,” Katz said. With the new creations 
and investments going on in the city, potential for Detroit is through the roof.

The students at BHS are very fortunate as there is an opportunity to participate in a club 
that informs people about the town. It is centered around making it more of a an accepting 
community that welcomes all kinds of backgrounds. Senior Lily Cohen, founder of the 
Detroit Immersion Club, said, “There is so much culture in the city that Berkley students 
don’t have access to and don’t know about.” The club explores many impressive aspects 
of the city including the African Bead Museum, Eastern Market and the Detroit Institute 
of Art. The main goal of the club is to connect the students to that culture, a mission that 
contributes tremendously to the positive changes within Detroit. 

While there are many rumors and statistics regarding Detroit as a so called “dangerous” 
city, the city is truly making progress. Through many investments and renovations, the 
city of Detroit is attempting to discard its negative reputation and is hoping for a fresh 
start. However, this transition cannot be done alone. Take the time to educate others by 
mentioning the positive aspects of the city since the new era. Soon enough, the city that was 
recently thought of as an embarrassment to the rest of the world will be thought of as one of 
the elite cities in America and a sight that many people are eagerly waiting to visit. 

         etroit staying strong after many 
ifficult years
rew Leshman ’17, News Editor

Aaron Berlin ’16, Business and Ad Manager
Every year after Thanksgiving, the spirit of Christmas sweeps across the nation. It 

starts with Black Friday, the day after Thanksgiving, when gift-obsessed masses flood 
local malls to find the best deals for personal consumption or Christmas gifts. Local radio 
stations start playing beloved Christmas songs, people hang up their holiday lights, and 
ABC Family begins their famous 25 Days of Christmas.

While Christmas always headlines the month of December, Hanukkah, known by its 
followers as the “Jewish Festival of Lights” usually occurs in December as well. Because 
the holiday is scheduled according to the Jewish calendar, the American date is subject to 
change. Followers of Judaism celebrate over the course of eight nights with the lighting 
of the menorah, singing of biblical melodies, and indulging in deliciously fried potato 
pancakes known as latkes (see the “Hot or Not” section for more information on those 
delicious entities). 

Christianity is overwhelmingly the most popular religion in the nation, so Christmas 
is fittingly the most celebrated holiday. These two holidays are both important in their 
respective religions, but they have their separate traditions. Christmas’s vast sphere of 
influence, however, has altered different aspects of Hanukkah to align more with the 
culture surrounding Christmas. While it is nice for everyone to get in the Christmas spirit, 
it is not necessary for the deeply rooted traditions of Hanukkah to be forgotten next to 
this holiday superpower.

While giving and receiving gifts is at the core of Christmas traditions and can be cited 
biblically, it is not the case for Hanukkah. With consumerism consistently increasing, 
gift giving has become the focus of both Hanukkah and Christmas. In the JewishWoman 
column Dear Rachel, Jewish History expert Sarah Zadok explains, “There are no biblical 
or Talmudic roots to the concept of gift-giving on Hanukkah of any kind.” As a fellow 
Jew, of course I appreciate eight nights of presents from my family, but people often 
mistake this as the purpose of celebrating Hanukkah. Hanukkah is the celebration of 
two miracles: the battle and the oil. In the miracle of the battle, a largely outnumbered 

Maccabee army battled the powerful Greek/Syrian army for three years until they 
heroically reclaimed the holy Jerusalem temple. The oil, Hanukkah’s claim to fame, is the 
miracle of the one day supply of oil that burned for eight crazy nights until the Jews could 
recover more. This miracle defines the holiday and is remembered today by lighting the 
Menorah for eight straight nights.

Along with gift giving, there are other Christmas traditions that Hanukkah participants 
have tried to duplicate for their own holiday. In recent years, people have started putting 
up Hanukkah bushes as a Christmas tree alternative. Not only is this not a traditional part 
of Hanukkah, but it has no relation to anything in the holiday. This, along with the creation 
of “Mench on a Bench” to rival the classic “Elf on a Shelf,” and the conceptualization of 
Hanukkah Harry to mimic the famous Saint Nick is turning Hanukkah into a Christmas 
satellite. There is no reason to make Hanukkah the “Jewish Christmas” because both 
holidays and religions can be appreciated and celebrated on their own. 

‘Happy hannukah’ and ‘merry christmas’:
two holidays, two separate histories
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The Iowa Caucus is only three months away and the rest of the primaries are not far 
behind. Both the Democrat and Republican leaderships have all of their projectionists 
working hard at fear mongering making projections for the future of the nation, should 

the other party win the White House. Of course, this nation’s fine two-party system that is 
slowly killing what was once the greatest democracy in the world is incapable of producing 
any bias, so these predictions are as good as fact. Let’s take a look.

What’s the worst that could happen?
Kit Charlton ’16, Senior Copy Editor

Russian president Vladimir Putin and American President Barack Obama have been 
in a tug-of-war type battle over the fate of Syrian president Bashar al-Assad for months 
now, and that fighting seemed to have reached its climax at the United Nations General 
Assembly. The two world leaders engaged in an icy handshake and uncomfortable 10 
seconds of conversation, then sat with only one person between them, in what the United 
Nations officially reported to be, “one of the most awkward dinners of all time.” 

Obama and Putin were so cold to each other because Putin wants Assad in power, 
believing that his strong regime will help in the fight against the Islamic State, and 
Obama believes that because of Assad’s human rights record, the rebels in Syria should 
guide the government through the fight against ISIL. 

Late last night, it was reported that a compromise was formed during the dinner. It 
seems as though both Obama and Putin have agreed to play one single game of Parker 
Brother’s ‘Sorry’ to decide whether or not the Syrian president will remain in power. 

Knowing that Americans would be upset about allowing such an important decision 
to be decided by a board game, Obama said, “I know many of you think this is a simple 
board game about luck, but Vlad and I know that it is much more than that, and trust me, 
I’ve got the skills to pay the bills.” He continued, and said, “I’ll have al-Assad out of 
power in 20 minutes, tops.”

Predictably, the board game has become an easy slam for Republican presidential 
candidates, who are all taking shots at Obama over the decision to decide something 
so critical to the well-being of the world through something as trivial as a board game.

Republican presidential candidate and future Walmart greeter Ted Cruz said, “‘Sorry’ 
is not the way to make important decisions in international politics. If it were me, we 
would have played something much more professional, like ‘Monopoly.’”

Front runner Donald Trump said, “I’m way better at ‘Sorry’ than Obama! If America 
really wants to win this game, they should have me play, not that lame-o Obama.”

Strangely enough, Russian citizens were not quite as worked up about what some 
are calling the most important game since the US hockey team beat the USSR in the 
semifinals of the 1980 Winter Olympics. Russian citizen Vodkabear Petranov said, “We 
settle all our disputes using games. Just last week, I got away with tax fraud by winning 
Rock, Paper, Scissors.”

According to White House officials, Obama was seen practicing against Vice President 
Joe Biden multiple times a day to get ready. Putin attempted to practice too, but he has 
nobody to play with, seeing as nobody has dared risk accidentally beating him.

Obama, Putin to play ‘Sorry’ to decide Syrian president’s fate
Corey Lipton ’16, Editor-in-Chief

Obama and Putin in the middle of a high stakes game to decide Syria’s fate.
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First, the Elephant’s take on the United States with a Donkey at the helm:
Secretary Hillary Clinton: The Republican National Convention has gathered from exclusive access to Secretary Clinton’s secret emails that she is planning on moving the 
United States Capitol from Washington D.C. to Benghazi, Libya. They cited one email in particular, which mentioned the word “Benghazi” at least twice and “Capitol” three whole 
times. From there, her intent was pretty clear. 
Senator Bernie Sanders: If elected, Senator Sanders, now Chairman Sanders, will not hesitate to transform our beloved United States of America into the Communist Utopia of 
his dreams. It is believed that this new nation will be called the United States Socialist Republic, or USSR, which is an acronym Republican Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
is pretty sure he saw in a book once. His first actions as President will include repainting the White House to the Communist Red and performing a Satanic ritual to resurrect his late 
uncle, Joseph Stalin. 
Governor Martin O’Malley: Who?

The Republicans haven’t been the only ones making baseless accusations about the other party’s candidates. The Democrats have been hard 
at work as well:
Senator Ted Cruz: Based on Senator Cruz’s support of the Keystone XL pipeline, the Democratic leadership could reasonably extrapolate that he intends to poison the 
groundwater, kill polar bear cubs with his own two hands, expedite whatever processes will put Florida underwater the fastest, and send the Earth plummeting toward the sun. They 
did, however, stop just short of identifying him as the literal Anti-Christ, not wanting to be unreasonable in their assessment.  
Governor Jeb Bush: The former Governor of Florida seeks to follow in the footsteps of his father and brother and win the White House. What many do not know, and as the 
Democrats seek to expose, is that electing three members of the same family to the highest office in the land would fulfill an ancient Illuminati quest for ultimate power. Think about 
it: the symbol of the Illuminati is a triangle, a triangle has three sides, three Bushes in office… the facts could not be more clear. If this quest is fulfilled, all the powers of the Illuminati 
will be granted to Jeb Bush, giving him the means to establish an absolute monarchy under his sole rule. Open your eyes, sheeple. 
Donald Trump: Reports on Trump’s plans for America is where it really gets wild. Some say that he supports building a wall along the United States-Mexico border, registering 
all Muslims in a national database, and deporting all 11 million illegal immigrants and their children! Wow, good thing that’s only a wild accusation with no basis in fact, right? Right? 
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Justin Flood ’17, Sports Editor
Last winter, the University of Michigan received some of its biggest sports news in a 

long time: former Michigan quarterback and NFL coach Jim Harbaugh was coming back 
to coach the team for which he once played. Harbaugh knows a lot about success; he has 
led a successful Michigan Wolverines team under the legendary Coach Bo Schembechler, 
coached a winning Stanford football team, and even led the San Francisco 49ers to a Super 
Bowl.

As a player, Harbaugh quarterbacked his Michigan Wolverines to a Fiesta Bowl victory, 
and became the second ranked team in the country. He also led Michigan to a Rose Bowl 
and another top ten Associated Press ranking. In his senior year, Harbaugh finished third in 
the Heisman race, in addition to being named the Big Ten first team quarterback. 

Harbaugh’s coaching career started at the University of Stanford where he turned a 1-11 
team into a Bowl Championship Series (BCS) qualifier in just four seasons. In those four 
seasons, he beat the University of Southern California consistently and developed an All-
Pro quarterback, Andrew Luck. 

After Stanford, he made the jump to the NFL to coach the San Francisco 49ers. He took 
the 49ers from a team that had been out of the playoffs for nearly a decade, to three straight 
National Football Conference (NFC) Championship games and even as far as the Super 
Bowl. 

Clearly, Harbaugh knows a thing or two about winning, but there was still the daunting 
task of taking an unranked Michigan team to a Big Ten contender in just one year. Senior 
Zach Hobson said, “I think that Harbaugh has brought the type of attention to detail and 
fundamentals that Michigan lacked during Rich Rodriguez and Brady Hoke’s tenures.” The 
expectations from the start were very high, as Michigan fans were ecstatic to hear about his 
return to Michigan. Nevertheless, even though Michigan fell short after losing close rivalry 
games, he still shocked the country by leading Michigan to the Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus 
Bowl and a spot in the the Associated Press top ten rankings. 

The past few years at Michigan have been the exact opposite of what Michigan fans 

are used to seeing. Michigan is the winningest team 
in all of college football, and has always been 
known as a Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) 
bowl contender. However, Michigan has lost to 
rival Michigan State in seven out of the last 
eight contests between the two teams. 

This past season is definitely not a lost 
season, as Michigan has well surpassed the 
success rates of the recent Michigan teams. 
Harbaugh also managed to do all of this without 
any of his 2016 recruits. Junior Sam Tomlinson 
said, “It is crazy to think that [Harbaugh] came 
in without any of his own recruits and coached a 
winning team this year.” Without any players that 
Harbaugh has brought to the team, he was able to 
come in and lead Michigan to a strong season. 

The future looks bright in Ann Arbor as Harbaugh’s 
recruits will start coming in, with whom he can 
rebuild the program. Tomlinson went on and said, “If 
[Harbaugh] can have us compete for the playoffs in his 
first year back, it will definitely be fun to see what he 
will do in the upcoming years.”  

Based on the progress thus far into Habraugh’s new 
tenure with Michigan, the expectations are held very high. 
Seeing what Harbaugh did with a team that was not even 
his, Michigan fans are very optimistic about the seasons to 
come in the Big House.

Major League Soccer progresses in popularity and excitement in 20th season
The 2015 Major League Soccer (MLS) season was one of growth for the league. 

International superstars Steven Gerrard, Giovani Dos Santos, Didier Drogba, Kaka, Jozy 
Altidore, Sebastian Giovinco, Andrea Pirlo, Frank Lampard, and David Villa all came 
over from Europe to join in on what is now the fastest growing soccer league in the 
world. The playoffs were expanded, with six teams in each conference competing in the 
playoffs, compared to five in previous years. The number of clubs in the league grew 
as well with Orlando City SC and New York City FC joining the Eastern Conference. 
But perhaps the most notable growth of all was the support garnered for the league. Fan 
attendance was at a record high, increasing 12.7 percent from last season, according to the 
MLS website. All in all, 2015 was a progressive year for the MLS.

 The beginning of the campaign was defined by the excitement of new players, new 
clubs, and the all new MLS Soccer Sundays. In the first televised game of the season, 
Orlando and New York City faced off giving fans the chance to see Kaka and Villa face 
off in front of 62,500 fans at the Citrus Bowl in Orlando. The game symbolized the 
growth of the MLS, because of the two newly formed teams, two of the greatest players 
of the generation were on the pitch, and a huge amount of fans were there. Junior Grant 
Laramee believes these are the things that show the MLS has made huge strides, “There 
has been tons of progress in the league with American kids playing more soccer and 
European players coming over, the MLS gets much more attention now.”

Additionally, the game in Orlando was the first MLS Soccer Sunday. Throughout the 
season, fans had the opportunity to see games like this every week for the first time in 
league history. Every Sunday, back to back games were televised in the evenings, the first 
on ESPN or ESPN2, and the second on FS1, which raised viewership numbers for the 
league.  

When the middle of the season rolled around, controversy hit the league. For one, 
they decided not to take a break for the CONCACAF gold cup, a tournament between 
North American countries. This meant that dozens of players were absent from their clubs 

for nearly a month, which halted the buzz around the MLS for a while. The Gerrard 
and Lampard sagas also made many fans upset. Both players announced they would be 
moving to MLS after the Barclays Premier League (BPL) season, but then did not play a 
game in the United States for weeks after BPL had concluded. This aggravated the fans 
of each club. The last bit of contreversy was the Drogba transfer race that left everyone 
confused with the MLS rules. Drogba agreed to terms with the MLS to come play in 
North America, but the problem was that he still needed to find a team to play for within 
the league. The demand for him was extremely high, so the MLS needed to find a way 
to pick what team he would be on. For some reason unknown to all fans, his rights were 
granted to Chicago, even though Drogba had no interest in playing there. Ultimately, 
Drogba’s rights were traded to Montreal who signed him and used his 12 season goals as 
a springboard into the playoffs.

The regular season was capped off with an excellent race for the final playoff spots in 
each conference. Nearly every team was in the race come the last week of the season, and 
this made for an exciting last couple of games. 

While the regular season was one to remember for MLS fans, the playoffs were even 
more fun. Every series ended up being excited, with the Portland Timbers and Columbus 
Crew meeting in the final. The final was shocking to say the least. Diego Valeri of the 
Timbers scored on a massive mistake by Columbus goalkeeper within 30 seconds from 
kickoff. By halftime, the score was 2-1 with Rodney Wallace scoring the second goal for 
the Timbers and goal leader Kei Kamara getting one back for the Crew. 

The second half was just as exciting, although only the goalies were the stars. Despite 
the attacking tendencies of  both clubs, the score remained 2-1. The Timbers lifted the 
MLS Cup on away turf, winning their first in club history.

Right now is a very exciting time to be a soccer fan in America. With more money 
entering the MLS and the sport in general, expect the growth to continue, eventually 
bringing the MLS to the forefront of the soccer world.

Bennett Hart ’16, Managing Editor
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Ann Arbaugh turned around after head coaching change:
One man revilatlizes a legacy
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Josh Segall ’17, Feature Editor
It is no secret that the NFL has been the center of controversy for several years now. Most 

problems come from the mishandling and inconsistencies in player-disciplinary action and 
player safety, which seemingly have no easy solutions. Some issues, however, are an easy 
fix, yet the NFL often fails to act. Such is the case with the Washington Redskins, as the 
team’s owner, Dan Snyder, refuses to change its name from its current derogatory racial 
slur.

Recently, other organizations have taken a stand against Snyder and Washington’s team 
name. For instance, in their game against the Redskins, the Philadelphia Eagles published 
“Philadelphia vs. Washington” on the game programs instead of the usual team nicknames, 
Eagles vs. Redskins.

Several NFL commentators also pledged to stop using the term “Redskins” when 
announcing their games. This includes Phil Simms, a CBS commentator, and Tony Dungy, 
who is a commentator on Football Night in America on NBC.

Earlier this year, the University of North Dakota changed their sports teams’ names 
from the “Fighting Sioux” to the “Fighting Hawks.” Even though it is easier for them to 
change their name than it is for the Redskins due to their small market, it at least provides 
a blueprint and hopefully puts a little heat on Snyder to give the green light for a new 
team name. Plus, the “Fighting Sioux” is a reference to a Native American tribe, while 
“Redskins” is just a blatantly offensive, racist term.

Many people, including Snyder, claim the team name should not offend anyone because 
it was intended to “honor” Native Americans—which sounds awfully suspect. On a radio 
ad in 2013, Oneida Indian Nation leader Ray Halbritter said, “The name, the R-word, is 
defined in the dictionary as an offensive term. It’s a racial slur. There’s certainly no gray 

area on this issue.” He continued, “[The word ‘Redskins’] origin is hated… it was used 
against our people when we were forced off our land at gunpoint. It’s time for a change [in 
the team name].”

Another question raised is in regards to what this might mean for other teams with 
Native American names, such as the Cleveland Indians, the Chicago Blackhawks or the 
Florida State University Seminoles. Most people do not think that these teams necessarily 
need a name change because they are not a blatant racial slur, but no one would likely be 
opposed to one. As for Washington, however, the team name absolutely has to be changed, 
as many Native Americans, including Halbritter, say it is parallel in use to the n-word for 
African Americans. Junior Elaina Adams said, “[A team name] should be able to be used 
universally without having to offend anybody.”

Of course, as always seems to be the case in America, money comes first and ultimately, 
Snyder refuses to change the team name because of the expenses of creating a new brand. 
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell has been under fire lately for his poor job performance, 
and if there was ever a time he could step in and make a change to boost the public opinion 
of himself and the NFL, it would be now. All I know is that between Snyder and Goodell, 
someone needs to have the awareness and just common sense to change the team name 
because it is an offensive, embarrassment to the league and all of its employees. 

Washington Redskins refuse to change team name, remain stuck in the past

Kobe’s final, declining season:
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“This season is all I have left to give/ My heart can take the pounding/ My mind can 
handle the grind/ But my body knows it’s time to say goodbye.” These words of goodbye 
were written in Kobe Bryant’s poem, “Dear Basketball,” which was published on The 
Players Tribune, on Nov. 29, announcing his retirement at the end of the current NBA 
season. 

Despite his accomplished career, Kobe Bryant’s 2015-2016 season has been a complete 
embarrassment and disappointment to say the least. Bryant is averaging 15.2 points per 
game, his lowest total since his rookie season, while shooting a career-worst 31.1 percent 
from the field and 19.5 percent on 3-pointers. These nightly performances have anchored 
the Los Angeles Lakers to a 2-18 record this season, another franchise low. Due to old age 
and several injuries, it is clear that the Laker legend is no longer capable of dominating 
the league like he used to. Although frustration continues to build because of Bryant’s 
inability to perform, he still leads the team in shots taken per game, with 16.4. Despite 
his inefficiency, head coach Byron Scott plays Bryant over 30 minutes per game, which is 
the second most on the team. This is likely attributed to Bryant’s name and ego. Everyone 
wants to see Kobe play one last time and in reality, he still is Kobe Bryant.

Yes, this season has been a bust for number 24, but he in no way deserves the constant 
hate and judgment from sports media and the city of Los Angeles that he has received. NBA 
star and 2014 MVP Kevin Durant defended Bryant in an interview when he said, “I’ve been 
disappointed this year because you guys treated him like s—. He’s a legend, and all I hear 
is about how bad he’s playing, how bad he’s shooting. It’s time for him to hang it up. You 
guys treated one of our legends like s—, and I didn’t really like it.” Durant continued, “But 
he had just an amazing career, a guy who changed the game for me as a player mentally 
and physically. Means so much to the game of basketball.” At this point in time, Kobe’s 
success is unmatched by any other current NBA player. Not only should ESPN and other 
sports media discontinue their insults towards the Mamba, but praise him at every chance 
they can for what he has brought to the league so far. 

Kobe Bryant had an incredible high school career at Lower Merion high school, located 
just outside of Philadelphia. In his senior year, the four year varsity starter led the Merion 
Aces to their first state championship in 53 years. During the state championship run, he 

averaged 30.8 points, 12 rebounds, 6.5 assists, 4.0 steals, and 3.8 blocked shots and lead 
his team to a 31–3 record. Bryant received several awards for his performance his senior 
year including being named Naismith High School Player of the Year, Gatorade Men’s 
National Basketball Player of the Year, a McDonald’s All-American, and a USA Today All-
USA First Team player. Although showing interest to colleges including Michigan, North 
Carolina, Villanova, and Duke, the 17-year-old Bryant made the executive decision to take 
his talents directly to the NBA.

In the 1996 draft, Bryant was drafted number thirteen overall by the Charlotte Hornets, 
after the Hornets had already agreed to trade him to the Lakers. He was 17 years old when 
he was drafted, and he only needed the signature of his parents for his NBA contract. From 
that moment on, the moment of the first guard being selected out of high school, the NBA 
was introduced to the greatest competitor of all time. Senior Travis Hicks said, in regards 
to Bryant’s constant desire for victory, “He really just needs to win. Some people might 
say that he doesn’t really make his teammates better all the time but he just wills them to 
victory.”

In his 20th season with the Lakers, Bryant’s loyalty and devotion to his team has made 
his career the longest of any NBA player who has spent their whole career at one franchise. 
He is a 17-time NBA All-Star, a two-time NBA scoring champion, and he has enough NBA 
Championship rings to fill up an entire hand. In two of his five championships, he was 
named the NBA finals MVP. Bryant was the NBA MVP in 2008. He won two gold medals 
with the USA Olympic team and is undoubtedly one of the best basketball players to ever 
walk the face of the earth.  “If you look at shooting ability and playmaking ability, he is top 
five of all time. . . top three, if you are talking about scoring,” Assistant Principal Ron Kane 
said when referring to his accomplishments in the league. 

Kobe Bryant has made an incredible impact in this league. It is clear that he does 
not have much left to give, but that does not take away from what he has already given. 
Whatever Bryant pursues after his basketball career, he will thoroughly succeed, for he is a 
sheer perfectionist. Kobe Bryant is an international icon, and despite the poor media he has 
received as of late, he is still one of the greatest basketball players of all time and a living 
legend on the court.

Adam Yaker ’17, Opinion Editor
A farewell to the Mamba

“The R-word, is defined in the dictionary 
as an offensive term. It’s a racial slur.”
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Every winter, those who own a television cannot escape from the annual 
barrage of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Charlie Brown, and every other 
Christmas special known to man. The same old shows are played on loops as 
soon as December rolls in, and it leaves one desiring something a little more 
unique and new. Well, wait no longer, for a new Christmas musical has been 
released on Netflix, and its star is none other than the great Bill Murray.

Directed by Sofia Coppola, A Very Murray Christmas follows Murray on a 
snowy Christmas Eve. His evening is spent trying to produce a live television 
show, but when the power goes out and he is forced to take shelter at a nearby 
bar, he runs into a few unexpected guests. The special boasts a star studded 
cast, with the likes of Rashida Jones, Maya Rudolph, Miley Cyrus, and even 
the French rock band Phoenix. 

All of these guests sing alongside Murray in some incredible renditions of 
seasonal favorites such as “Baby It’s Cold Outside.” The soundtrack is sure 
to sell, and some of them may even become future staples in the season’s 
expansive collection of music. Most likely to become a household song is 
Cyrus’s rendition of “Silent Night.” Cyrus puts her vocal prowess on display 
in this beautiful rendition of the song, and shows that she is more than the 

twerking, misguided Disney star that many people 
only see her as. Her pipes are not the only ones 

that standout among the slew of talent. SNL 
alum Rudolph sings “Christmas (Baby, 

Please Come Home)” and shows off 
her rhythm in the most powerful 
song in the special. 

All in all, this special has potential 
to be one that is played alongside the great 
Christmas specials. The hour-long movie lets 

viewers get lost in the holidays and forget the 
scandals of their own pasts as well as Murray’s. The 

memorable songs and the trademark showmanship that 
established Murray as one of the great entertainers of our 

time makes “A Very Murray Christmas” one of the very 
best Christmas specials to come out in the last 10 years. 

Jake Kreinbring ’16, Website Editor

Have a very Murray 
Christmas

The Foo Fighters surprised their lifelong fans with their new 
EP, Saint Cecilia, released as a free download on iTunes before 
Thanksgiving. This indicated the end of their Sonic Highways 
World Tour that began in December 2014. The tour abruptly 
ended after the Paris attacks in November 2015. The band 
recorded these effortless tracks at Austin’s Hotel Saint Cecilia, 
where they got inspiration for their EP title. While the EP was 
mainly inspired by the hotel, the decision for an early free 
release was the Paris attacks. The motivation for the EP was 
their group’s dedicated fans but mostly to remember the victims 
who were killed. The Foo Fighters’ website contains a link for 
its visitors to donate to the victims’ families of the tragedy. 

The frontman of The Foo Fighters, Dave Grohl, wrote an 
open letter that detailed the band’s plans for their last album 
and prayers for the victims of the Paris attacks. Grohl wrote, 
“The perfect unity of life, and love, and music is something that 
only comes around so often and in certain circumstances. When 

you feel it coming on, you have to take a hold of it.” 
The EP begins a break for the band, as their shows 
in Italy and France were canceled. The Foo Fighters 
released a statement last month, stating, “In light of 
this senseless violence, the closing of borders, and 
international mourning, we can’t continue right now.”

As for the tracks themselves, they were recorded 
on a whim and showcase the band’s stripped down 
sound and distinct vocals. The tracks are lively 
and relaxed, and go as follows: “Saint Cecilia,” 
“Sean,” “Savior Breath,” “Iron Rooster,” and “The 
Neverending Sigh.”  They are all fairly short, about 
two and a half minutes long, and seem to tell a story 
in correlation with one another. The EP is available 
on iTunes and Spotify. There is also a link available 
on the band’s website to donate to the victims in 
Paris. 

Jordan McGee ’16, Circulation Manager

An EP for Paris

The holiday season is the prime time for companies to release a movie. With all of 
the holiday spirit in the air and families running out of things to do, people tend to make 
a beeline to the theatres. What better way to get into the Christmas spirit than going to 
see the new holiday flick?

A good Christmas movie needs to have at least these three things: comedy, heartfelt 
moments, and a whole lot of Christmas spirit. The Night Before, directed by Jonathan 
Levine, has all three of these requirements. In regards to the heartfelt moments, 
Freshman Zoe Phillips said, “It surprisingly highlighted a lot of the ideas of family 
and the holidays.” Although it may not become as classic as A Christmas Story or It’s a 
Wonderful Life, the movie could become the next “television cable classic” according 
to Wired’s Entertainment Editor K.M. McFarland. 

The movie takes place on Christmas Eve in the Big Apple. Ethan (Joseph Gordon-
Levitt), Isaac (Seth Rogen), and Chris (Anthony Mackie), are lifelong friends who 
come together one last time to go to the ultimate Christmas party, the Nutcracka 
Ball. Of course, as most movies go, the night becomes 
unpredictable and things take a turn for the worst. 

Although not playing the main character, Rogen 
steals a lot of the spotlight from his co-stars and slightly 
derails the film’s plot with his Star of David sweater, 
drug mishaps, and witty one-liners. Other than the 
distractions, the only major problem viewers had was 
that many random celebrities made an appearance in the 
movie. Senior Chloe Church said, “I liked the movie, but 
there were a lot of celebrities that were not necessary.”

Overall, the movie was a success, scoring a 7.3 on 
IMDb along with a profit of 25 million dollars in box 
office. After seeing a holiday movie filled with parties, 
ugly sweaters, karaoke, and different religions, there is 
no going back to your typical Christmas comedy.

Sloan Elie ’18, Entertainment Editor

Ho Ho Ho’s for 
The Night Before
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Everyone has their favorite childhood show. Sometimes they get 
cancelled, but when it comes back it’s like a reunion with childhood 
memories. Various shows get taken away due to ratings or bad 
reviews, but the comebacks are what should be talked about. There 
already have been several comebacks for shows this past year and 
there are more to come.

Since the Peanuts gang appeared on television, everyone’s 
favorite kids are making a comeback with The Peanuts Movie, which 
premiered on Nov. 6, 2015. The movie brought the characters from 
The Peanuts to the big screen, telling the story of Charlie Brown 
as he attempts to become a hero, and to try to impress the new girl 
in town. The movie received a 85 percent Rotten Tomatoes rating, 
along with positive critic and audience reviews.

Not only did the show Peanuts have a revival, but the shows Hey 
Arnold! and Rugrats might be returning to Nickelodeon as well. The 
two Nickelodeon shows were made back in the 90s, and were a big 
hit back then and are still remembered fondly to this day. “With [Hey 
Arnold! and Rugrats] coming back, my childhood memories will be 
resurrected,” sophomore Aurelius Coles said. The show Hey Arnold! 
is about a fourth grader named Arnold, also known as the kid with 

the football head, who lives in the big city with his grandparents. He 
tries to navigate New York City as problems come up here and there. 

Another favorite, show Rugrats focuses on a group of toddlers 
and their day-to-day lives that are made more exciting with their 
active imaginations. The show is from the toddlers’ perspectives, so 
viewers can imagine what life is like as a child. 

The show Hey Arnold! is supposed to be recovered as a movie, 
but there are no big details when the movie will be coming out. The 
creator of the show, Craig Bartlett, is working with Nickelodeon on 
getting the movie back. There are also not many plans as to when 
and how the Rugrats are being revived, but it is suppose to happen. 
“We are looking at our library to bring back ideas, shows that were 
loved, in a fresh new way,” Russell Hicks, president of content and 
development at Nickelodeon, said to Mirror magazine. 

When new shows turn old they sometimes are taken off the air, 
but occasionally the shows are brought back in fresh, fun ways that 
make viewers excited to be reunited with their favorite childhood 
show/movie that reminds them of how much fun they used to have 
watching them. 

Adison Kaiser ’18, Assistant Photo Editor

Kid shows make a comeback 

Justin Flood ’17, Sports Editor
After each blockbuster hit, the question everyone poses is about the future date of a potential sequel. In most cases, viewers are quickly reassured that there will be one because the 

movie companies want to make even more money. However, there are some cases where movies are left unfollowed for years. In the upcoming years, the movies listed are being released 
that have been temporarily forgotten off their hit.

Blockbusters return: Sequels to hit films 

The sequel to the Disney 
Pixar hit Finding Nemo 

is finally making 
its way to the big 
screen. Produced in 

2003, Finding Nemo 
is about the story of two 

fish, Dory and Marlin, trying to 
find the latter’s son, Nemo, as they face 
obstacles while navigating the depths of 
the ocean. Dory, known for her short term 
memory loss, finally starts remembering 
things again in the sequel. In Finding 
Dory, Dory embarks on a journey with 
Nemo to find and reunite her with her 
family. Although it took a long 13 years 
for the movie to finally be released, fans 
are ecstatic to see their childhood favorite 
fish back in the ocean.  

Another Disney Pixar classic, The 
Incredibles, is having its cliffhanger 
ending followed up at last. Making over 
600 million dollars in the Worldwide 
Box Office, the movie ended with a 
scene that teased viewers to come back 
for more. Junior Dana McDowell said, 
“Once I heard about that they were 
coming out with another Incredibles I 
was so excited. [The Incredibles] is one 
of my all time favorites.” Although the 
plot is not yet released, it is suspected 
that the Underminer, who was in the 
previous cliffhanger, will return as 
the villain. The story of a family of 
superheroes is coming back to theaters 
after 15 years, and we all hope it will 
make yet another big impact on kids and 
fans everywhere. 

The movie that shocked the world with 
its beautiful graphics and languages are 
being preceded by a sequel. Today, Avatar 
holds the title of the largest grossing 
movie with a record 2.7 billion dollars 
earned. The all-blue world originally took 
four years to create, which seemed well 
worth the wait once fans saw the immense 
picture. During a press conference, 
director James Cameron said that the 
world of Pandora is only the beginning 
of the spectrum of worlds that will be in 
the next movie. In addition to the new 
locations that will be featured in the 
movie, there will also be a focus on a new 
water ecosystem on Pandora. The sequel 
is surely going to be a big hit as viewers 
are excited to see the Na’Vi people back 
in action.

After 15 years, the famous “Magnum” 
look that dazzled the world is making its 
comeback. With his wide array of looks, 
including Blue Steel, Magnum, and 
Ferrari, Derek Zoolander is back to show 
the fashion world his style yet again. Junior 
Jonah Stern said, “I am excited to be able to 
relive one of my favorite movies in a new 
way.” Ben Stiller will be playing Zoolander, 
in addition to directing the movie. Also, 
although previous speculation occurred 
regarding his return, Will Ferrell will be 
back to play the supervillain designer, 
Mugatu.  In the sequel, Zoolander and 
Hansel will attempt to stop a conspiracy 
to kill the world’s most beautiful people. 
Already breaking the record for views of a 
comedy movie trailer, the movie could be 
a hit.

Zoolander 2: Feb. 12, 2016 Avatar 2: Dec. 25, 2017 The Incredibles 2: June 21, 2019Finding Dory: June 17, 2016

Snoopy returns to fans in The Peanuts Movie.
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Rise and don’t shine: 
The argument for a later start time

Guns don’t kill, they enable (pt. 2)
Emma Weisberger ’16, Editor-in-Chief

Corey Lipton ’16, Editor-in-Chief
Last November, I sat down to write my first of many columns for this very paper. I figured I 

would start small, so naturally, I decided to write about gun control (this is the first and only joke). 
When I actually sat down and began to write, I won’t lie, I was agitated. To me, it was just so 
simple. Stricter regulations on guns will lower the amount of mass shootings in this country, why 
couldn’t anybody else see that? Was I really the first person to think about that? 

This time, sitting down to write about the same issue over a year later, it is a different feeling. 
It’s sickening. The fact that America cannot fix this problem is downright shameful. America, the 
‘greatest country in the world’ cannot seem to figure out what every other industrialized nation on 
Earth figured out years ago. 

Just like I did last November, let’s get down to basics. What is the purpose of a gun? The 
purpose of a gun is to shoot bullets. Bullets can be shot for various reasons, but at the end of the 
day, you shoot a gun to kill something or someone. Guns were created to kill. That was their sole 
purpose of creation. When something’s sole purpose of creation is to kill, you would think that a 
government would be careful about who gets them, and you’d be right— if you were talking about 
Kenya’s government. In Kenya, one must handwrite a letter exclaiming exactly why they want a 
gun, and then pass a rigorous background check that includes both criminal and mental history. 
You’d also be right if you were talking about Brazil, where it is illegal to carry a gun outside a 
residence in most cases. China, you’d be right. India, you’d be right. Israel, you’d be right. The list 
goes on and on. America, however, is not on that list because of three simple letters: NRA.

The NRA, or National Rifle Association of America, is a nonprofit organization that advocates 
for gun rights. As a whole, the NRA is about as bad as it gets. How it works is pretty simple: gun 
producers and enthusiasts give money to the NRA, and the NRA gives it to people running for 
office. The people who were helped by the NRA that win then go to Congress. Those congressmen 
that the NRA propped up are the ones who decide what our gun regulations should be. Do you see 
where I’m going? America cannot pass any laws about guns because over half of Congress has 
received money from the NRA. Doesn’t that seem, well, problematic in the least? Over half of the 
people who make our laws, not just the ones on committees focused on guns, received money from 
the NRA at some point or another. I don’t know about you, but that makes me livid. How can a 
lawmaking body do its job when every other member owes favors to a huge organization like the 
NRA? It can’t. How do I know it can’t? Because there have been 352 mass shootings (mass implies 
4 or more people killed, including the shooter) in the 336 days of 2015 that have gone by since I 
last wrote about this issue. 

As a country, it is more of a surprise when a day goes by without a mass shooting than when 
there is one. Think about the last time you heard about a mass shooting. Sure, it’s upsetting for an 
hour or two (which is why I wrote this within the hour of the San Bernardino shooting), but after 
that, it is all too easy to move on because we have become desensitized. Every time it’s the same 
thing: a mass shooting takes place (usually by a white male), the mainstream media refuses to call 
it an act of terrorism (because it is a white male), Obama gives yet another speech where he calls 
for stricter regulations, and then…poof. It disappears from the media a week later. 

At its core, gun control is a political issue. This is made clear in the wake of each and every 
shooting that takes place. All you have to do is look at the Twitters of top political figures in each 
party. Democrats often call for reform, which both Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders did after the 
San Bernardino shooting. 

Clinton tweeted, “I refuse to accept this as normal. We must take action to stop gun violence 
now.” 

Sanders tweeted, “Mass shootings are becoming an almost-everyday occurrence in this country. 
This sickening and senseless gun violence must stop.”

Republicans, on the other hand, have a different strategy.
Senator Ted Cruz tweeted, “Our prayers are with the victims, their families, and the first 

responders in San Bernardino who willingly go into harm’s way to save others.”
Former Florida Governor Jeb Bush tweeted, “Praying for the victims, their families & the San 

Bernardino first responders in the wake of this tragic shooting.”
Dr. Ben Carson tweeted, “My thoughts and prayers are with the shooting victims and their 

families in San Bernardino.”
And most other Republican presidential hopefuls followed suit. Christie, Trump, Huckabee, 

Kasich, Graham, and Paul all tweeted something along the same lines, all including something 
about praying, besides Trump, who said God bless. 

How many more people need to die before the Republican party realizes that their prayers aren’t 
helping? The Republican party should be ashamed of themselves for doing nothing but praying 
every time one of these shootings happen when they have the power to fix it. Every time one of 
these tragedies happen, the blood is on the GOP’s hands. Democrats have been trying to put more 
regulations on guns for years, but because of the money from the NRA to the Republican party, 
these regulations have yet to be passed. It is time for the GOP to stand up to the NRA’s money and 
do what is right. Until they do, these shootings will become more and more common, and right 
around this time next year, I’ll have to send in yet another one of these pieces as a letter to the 
editor.

Every morning, I walk into first hour and am greeted by a room full of students 
bearing an exhausted face with half open, bloodshot eyes that resembles my own. I think 
to myself, there is no way I am going to accomplish anything because my grogginess 
is overwhelming, and I can barely keep my eyes open. I spend half of my time drifting 
between a state of sleep and struggling to pay attention in AP Calculus, as that class 
requires a high degree of concentration. Meanwhile, students around me succumb to 
the fatigue, laying their heads on the desk while others who were too tired to get out of 
bed on time come into the classroom 20 minutes after the bell and disrupt the lesson. 
Then there are those that cannot even bear to make it to first hour, and decide to sleep 
in an extra hour or two so that they will be able to properly function throughout the rest 
of the day.

First hour is the most challenging hour for students to be present, both literally and 
figuratively. The sleep schedules that high school students follow do not align with 
the time in which we start school each morning, and the results are being felt by both 
students and teachers. Junior Olivia Nave said, “Every morning, I feel like I’m getting 
out of bed way too early, and I dread having to go to school.” However, there is no talk 
of changing these times to ensure more success in the classroom and general healthy 
living. 

It has been proven that teenages have an entirely different sleeping pattern than 
that of  a young child or an adult. High schoolers are more awake at midnight than any 
other age group, making it difficult for them to go to bed at a time that would warrant 
a healthy amount of sleep. Adults are recommended to get about eight hours of sleep 
everyday, and those of us who in the midst of growing should be getting closer to 10 
hours. Since we are awake late into the night, whether it be because of homework 
or that our bodies are not yet tired, and most of us have to wake up before seven, it 
is nearly impossible to get a healthy amount of sleep each night. The effects of this 
seemingly inevitable lack of sleep extend far beyond just being tired; neglecting to 
get the appropriate amount of sleep can have serious consequences when it comes to 
academic performance and teenagers’ health. Dr. Judith Owens, lead author of a policy 
statement called School Start Times for Adolescents made by the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, stated, “Chronic sleep loss in children and adolescents is one of the most 
common–and easily fixable–public health issues in the U.S. today.” It has led to traffic 
accidents, can increase the risk of obesity by 80 percent, and enhance the effects of 
common illnesses such as a cold. 

When it comes to academic performance, there are many factors that contribute to 
negative performances in morning classes. First, students are often tardy or absent, 
which causes them to miss the material more often as well as disrupt the learning of 
their classmates. It also causes students to have a more difficult time paying attention 
in class. Assistant Principal Mr. Andrew Meloche said, “Afternoon classes [are] a little 
more lively and the discussion [is] better” He added, “In first hour, people [are] getting 
here later, people [are] quieter, and there [are] more disruptions.” Research found that 
when some schools raised their start times by only one hour, academic performances 
increased.

Pediatricians now say that school should start at no later than 8:30 in the morning, but 
only 14 percent of schools reach that suggested requirement, and unfortunately Berkley 
is not one of them. Even though the research has been out for many years now, and the 
benefits of starting school later in the day have been proven numerous times, there is 
little to no action being taken to turn this into a reality because of the standards that 
have been implemented for years. The state requires various hourly requirements and 
changing the start time would also require changing those, making this a complicated 
task. Assistant Principal Mr. Ron Kane mentions a few other possible problems that 
arise when it comes to this issue. He said many high schoolers have to be out of school 
in order to care for their younger siblings, transportation systems rely on the staggered 
start times between elementary and high school to function, and there would be less 
time for extracurriculars. However, in the end, these are not a good enough reasons to 
do nothing about the problem at hand. 

The education system seems to have a difficult time changing the way it has 
done things for years, despite acknowledged students’ best interests. Speaking from 
experience, having to fully function at seven o’clock in the morning is not an easy task, 
especially after a night of homework and extracurriculars. We need to start the discussion 
to raise our start time and make our schools into the best learning environment possible 
so that every student can have the opportunity to succeed. 
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