
Eng 11H 
Into the Wild:  
A Scavenger Hunt 
 
Having not begun the novel just yet 
(after break), I am going to have to 
tell you, that when we do begin 
reading, we will see Chris 
McCandless (Alexander Supertramp) 
as a complicated character on a 
journey to embrace a new way of 
living.  Along the way Chris relies on 
a pantheon of simple materials and acts of charity to aid him in making sense of his journey.  
 
Below, you will find a list of tasks.  The effectiveness of this exercise directly depends on 
your willingness to participate.  That said, please read the directions carefully and follow 
them to a tee.  When finished, take all of your writings and staple them to this page.  You 
will hand everything in when you return to class after break.  Good luck, and please 
remember to refrain from breaking the law and also jeopardizing your safety and the safety 
of those around you.  Thanks in advance. This is due on January 11th, 2015.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tasks: 
 

I. Work to answer the question: Who is Henry David Thoreau for us today?  Think 
about the information discussed in class and Thoreau’s views on topics like 
nature, human rights, and materialism.  When you have an answer, write it down. 
 

II. Designate a 30 minute period of time.  Choose a walkable destination based on 
your current location.  Attempt to go there.  Before you arrive, though, 
randomly stop off somewhere else.  Sit down and stay there for 15 minutes.  
Record your thoughts.  Then reflect on the experience of suddenly being in an 
unexpected place.  You can go home now. 
 

III. Find a short poem written by a transcendentalist (or like-minded) poet.  Print or 
hand-copy the poem and include it with your other materials. 
 

IV. Interview someone who has been on a Journey. Please note the capital letter. 
Record the name of your interview subject and a brief outline of his/her 
experiences.      
 

V. Pose this hypothetical to your mother and see what she says:  
 

“I decide to run away from home.  You don’t realize this until I’m gone for quite some 
time.  Once you realize this, you grow increasingly frantic.  One day, you get a mailed copy 
of a ticket I received after being arrested for hitchhiking in a small town on the other side of 
the country (you live in Annandale, VA).  As a parent, how would this make you feel? 
What would you do?”  
 
Then record her response (verbatim, please) and include it with your 
materials.   
 
 
 
 



VI. In Into the Wild, Chris/Alex writes “Jack London is King!”  Take some time and 
read any of the short stories found at the Jack London short story archive here:    
http://www.jacklondons.net/northstories.html   Write down the title of the 
story. Why’d you pick that one? Explain.  
 

VII. Transcendentalism began as a literary/philosophical/artistic/social movement by 
a group of like-minded people who lived relatively close to one another at a 
specific time.  Sit in silence for as long as possible (or until you’re bored) and ask 
yourself the following: If I were to start my own movement, what sort of issues would I 
write about, who would be involved, and what would the organization be called?  
 

VIII. Attempt to find someone who openly identifies as a Transcendentalist.  
Afterward, examine how difficult this process was and write down your 
thoughts.  Why so difficult?  
 

IX. Chris McCandless has many literary heroes.  Aside from Jack London, the 
Russian author Leo Tolstoy plays a critical role.  In the novel, Chris tells 
someone to read War and Peace. Next, call a librarian, bookstore worker, literary 
scholar, or anyone else who has probably read War & Peace and ask “What is it 
about this book that people like so much?”  If you deem the person’s answer 
satisfactory, write it down (verbatim, please). If not, get back on the phone. 
 

 
 

There, you’ve scavenged. Things are about to get…er…wild.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.jacklondons.net/northstories.html

