
 

CONTEXT TO CONSIDER: Former National Security Association defense contractor Edward Snowden 

released many documents about a secret initiative by the U.S. government to monitor phone records of many 

innocent Americans. The release of these documents created a great deal of controversy, and sparked a 

world-wide conversation about the balance between freedom and security.  Snowden justifies his leak, 

claiming that “facts are more convincing than fear,” and that “As a society, we rediscover that the value of a 

right is not in what it hides, but in what it protects.”  Nevertheless, those who oppose his tactics label him a 

traitor, and worry that the information he leaked places innocent lives at risk.  Critics also argue that such 

tactics as revealing secret governmental operations undermines the work that the federal government does to 

protect its citizens. Can a government ensure the safety of its citizens without the use of surveillance? 

_________ 

 Prompt 2 

Assignment: This SAT-style impromptu essay will ask you to read a text and look closely at how the author 

is constructing his/her argument. What relevant rhetorical/persuasive techniques is he/she using? You will be 

asked to explain in a well-organized essay how the author builds an argument to persuade an audience.  You 

may analyze such aspects of the passage as the author’s use of evidence, reasoning and stylistic and persuasive 

elements, but you may also choose other features to analyze; you may be advised that, in all cases, you should 

center your discussion on those aspects that are most significant/relevant to the passage in question. 

Responses will NOT focus on whether you agree or disagree with the claims made in the passage but rather 

how the author builds an argument to persuade an audience. In broad terms, responses are evaluated for 

demonstrated comprehension of the source text, the quality of analysis of that source text, and the quality of 

the writing in the response. Your response should demonstrate such dimensions as a careful understanding of 

the passage; effective, selective use of textual evidence to develop and support points; clear organization and 

expression of ideas; and a command of the conventions of standard written English.  

This task is not designed, like others in the past, to elicit your subjective opinions but rather to assess whether 

you are able to comprehend an appropriately challenging source text and to craft an effectively written 

analysis of that text. You will not draw on your own personal experiences, so no first/second person will be 

used, but you will be required to make purposeful, substantive use of textual evidence in a way that can be 

evaluated objectively.  

Write an essay in which you explain how Snowden’s “The World Says No to Surveillance”, builds an 

argument to persuade his audience. In your essay, analyze how Snowden uses one or more features in the 

attached list or features of your own choice to strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be 

sure that your analysis focuses on the most relevant features of the passage. 

Your essay should NOT explain whether you agree with Snowden’s claims, but rather explain how he builds 
an argument to persuade his audience. 

     _________ 


