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English 11 Honors 
Unit III: Transcendentalism, etc. 
Poetry Comparison 
 

Directions 

Write a brief comparison (you may also use contrasting elements to illuminate a truth) of the excerpt of 
Whitman’s “Song of the Open Road,” and one of the other two poems, analyzing the poetic techniques wach 
writer uses to explore his particular ideas about life. Think of the methods of poetry explication when 
constructing your claim. The similarities you notice should also include the use of “poetic devices,” e.g. 
figurative language, tone (attitude towards subject matter), meter (basic rhythmic structure), etc.  Calling back 
to specific lines is a good idea.  Your job is to analyze through close reading the ways in which the poets, or 
specific poems, explore the subjects of their poems similarly and differently. Total length should not exceed 
three paragraphs.  
   
 MENTAL WORK OUT OF THE DAY: 

 Brief intro with solid, clear, argumentative claim 

 1 body paragraph with at least 3 pieces of embedded evidence 

 Brief conclusion 
 
MENTAL WORK OUT OF THE DAY: FIREBREATHER 

 Introduction and solid, clear, argumentative claim 

 2-3 body paragraphs with 3-5 pieces of embedded evidence in each 

 Conclusion 
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