
English 10  
 Crucible Mock Trial 

The People vs. Abigail Williams 
 

Assignment: You will be conducting a mock trial in which the innocence or guilt of Abigail Williams will be 
determined. For our purposes, the trial will be conducted in modern times and you will need to determine if, 
based on the evidence, Abigail would be convicted of a crime if she lived today.  

 
YOU MUST BE READY FOR TRIAL BY FRIDAY, JANUARY 22ND. You are not required to 

dress up, however, there will be extra credit in it for you if you do. We will have a little time in class to 
prepare on Monday and Tuesday of next week.  

 
Groups:  
 
Prosecution: Your goal is to convince as many members of the jury as possible that Abigail Williams is guilty 
of murder. You must decide immediately which charge you will pursue against Abigail. See the definitions 
in your directions.  

 4 Attorneys 

- Head attorney must present a 3 minute opening and a 3 minute closing. 

- 2nd attorney will ask questions of Prosecution’s witnesses (remember to rehearse with the 
witnesses on your side) 

- 3rd attorney will cross-examine opposing side’s witnesses. 

- 4th attorney will assist other attorneys, especially the cross-examination. 

 5 Witnesses 

- Will be questioned by own side for a maximum of 3 minutes. 

- Can be cross-examined by opposing side for a maximum of 3 minutes. 
 
Defense: Your goal is to convince as many members of the jury as possible that Abigail Williams is innocent 
of murder. 

 4 Attorneys 

- Head attorney must present a 3 minute opening and a 3 minute closing. 

- 2nd attorney will ask questions of Defense’s witnesses (remember to rehearse with the 
witnesses on your side) 

- 3rd attorney will cross-examine opposing side’s witnesses. 

- 4th attorney will assist other attorneys, especially the cross-examination. 

 5 Witnesses 

- Will be questioned by own side for a maximum of 3 minutes. 

- Can be cross-examined by opposing side for a maximum of 3 minutes. 
 
Jury: Your goal is to make an objective judgment, based only on the evidence provided, for the innocence or 
guilt of Abigail Williams. 

 Take notes during the trial. You will be required to construct a written explanation of what 
you have seen in court and evaluate how closely it aligned with the play. 

 Only the head juror will speak publicly. He/she must present the jury’s findings to the court. 
 
 



Court Rules 
 

1. Ms. Mullins is the judge in this courtroom. 
2. For this assignment, the ghosts of the hanged may testify. 
3. All witnesses will only have knowledge of what is present in the text, and must remain in character at 

all times. 
4. All evidence must be present in the text and the user must be able to provide the page number. 
5. Be prepared and in character. Dress officially (for extra credit) and bring evidence if necessary (Any 

research you have completed falls into this category). 
6. Language and behavior must be appropriate for a courtroom.  

 
Objections List: 
For this assignment, objections may be used for witnesses who are not in character, or are assuming facts 
not evidenced in the text. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question is ambiguous." 
 
A question is ambiguous if: 
It may be misunderstood by the witness. It is objectionable on the ground that it may take on more than one 
meaning. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question is argumentative." 
 
A question is argumentative if: 
It is asked for the purpose of persuading the jury or the judge, rather than to elicit information. 
It calls for an argument in answer to an argument contained in the question. 
It calls for no new facts, but merely asks the witness to concede to inferences drawn by the examiner from 
proved or assumed facts. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question has been asked and answered." 
 
A question may be objectionable on the ground that 
 
The witness has already answered a substantially similar question asked by the same attorney on the same 
subject matter. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question assumes facts not in evidence." 
 
A question assumes facts not in evidence if: 
It presumes unproved facts to be true. Example: "When did you stop beating your wife?" This question 
assumes that the person has beaten his wife. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question is compound." 
 
A question is objectionable on the ground that it is compound if: 
 
It joins two or more questions ordinarily joined with the word "or" or the word "and." 
"Objection, your Honor, the question is too general." 
 
A question is too general, broad, or indefinite, if: 
It permits the witness to respond with testimony which may be irrelevant or otherwise inadmissible. Each 
question should limit the witness to a specific answer on a specific subject. 
"Objection, your Honor, the question is hearsay." 
 



A question is hearsay if: 
It invites the witness to offer an out-of-court statement to prove the truth of some matter in court. There are 
many exceptions to the hearsay rule. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question is irrelevant." 
 
A question is irrelevant if: 
It invites or causes the witness to give evidence not related to the facts of the case at hand. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question is leading." 
 
A question is leading if: 
It is one that suggests to the witness the answer the examining party desires. However, this type of question 
is allowed on cross-examination of a witness. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question mis-states the evidence." 
 
A question misstates the evidence if: 
It misstates or misquotes the testimony of a witness or any other evidence produced at a hearing or at a 
trial. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question calls for a narrative answer." 
 
A question calls for a "narrative answer" if: 
It invites the witness to narrate a series of occurrences, which may produce irrelevant or otherwise 
inadmissible testimony. 
 
Question and Answer interrogation is the standard format. It allows opposing counsel to object to improper 
questions. 
 
"Objection, your Honor, the question calls for speculation." 
 
A question is speculative if: 
It invites or causes the witness to speculate or answer on the basis of conjecture. For this assignment, 
anything which is not evidenced in the text of the book will be speculation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Attorneys 
 

You are responsible for the success of ALL roles! 
 
This is a group effort! This means that each and every group member is expected to contribute equally to 
the team. While you each have a specific role within the courtroom, all of you can and should work together 
to make your team a success. This means that everyone should peer edit everyone else’s work. Look for flaws in the opening 
and closing statements and questions. Work together to fix those flaws. 
 
Opening & Closing Statements: Head Attorney 

 Accusation Head Attorney delivers the charge to the Defense Head Attorney immediately 

 Needs to be well-organized 

 Highlight facts from your case especially at the beginning and end. 

 Address any weaknesses in your case and weaknesses in the opposing side. 

 Needs to be natural, confident and memorized. 
 
Witness Questions: 2nd Attorney 

 Have a list of questions you will ask each witness 

 Only ask one question at a time 

 Know how the witness will answer 

 Prep Witnesses – Rehearse 

 Think of questions that might be asked on cross-examination and prepare your witnesses for these 
 
Cross-examination: 3rd Attorney 

 Know who the witnesses are for the opposing side 

 Think of questions to ask on cross-examination (you are looking for flaws in the opposing sides 
argument) 

 
4th Attorney: Assist 

 Take notes during the trial 

 Inform colleagues of information that comes up ASAP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Head Attorney: 
 
2nd Attorney: 
 
3rd Attorney: 
 
4th Attorney: 
 
 
Witnesses: 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
 
Statement of what we will prove: 
 
Abigail Williams is innocent/ guilty because… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witnesses 

 Practice acting as your assigned character – you must stay in character throughout the trial. Is this character 
fearful? Bold? Intelligent? Simple? Convey their characteristics. 

 Practice answering attorneys’ questions in character. Be prepared! 

 Practice answering possible cross-examination questions in character. 

 The only knowledge you have as this character is the knowledge contained in the text, The Crucible. 
Study everything your character did, saw, spoke, etc. Know it inside and out so that you are 
prepared. 

 

Page # where character appeared / Summary of 
Events 

Character’s speech on this page 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jurors:  
Your duty is to come to an objective judgment based on the evidence presented. 

 
During the trial itself, your task is to listen to the evidence and testimony presented in this case only. Your 
challenge is to prevent any biases or pre-conceived ideas from clouding your objective judgment. You may 
not bring any prior knowledge into this court; in fact, you are not permissible as a juror if you do.  You are 
strongly encouraged to take notes during the trial itself to ensure your reliance on the facts presented.  
  
Write judgment including the following categories to be turned in AT THE END of the mock trial, so in 
other words, this should be completed while the trials are occurring.  
 
Summary 
Write an objective bulleted/fragmented summary of what you observed in the courtroom. This must be 
objective. It can only include what you saw and heard – no opinions! 
 
Evaluation 
Explain how closely the participants in the trial followed the play. Note specific instances in which the 
participants followed the play exactly and instances where they deviated for your own notes and decision 
making. 
 
Final judgment 
Give your personal vote as whether Abigail is guilty or innocent. Explain your reasons. Circle this on your 
paper.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attorney Rubric 
 

   Category 5 4.5 4 3 0 

Opening 
Statement 

 The opening statement 
clearly presents the case, 
the facts of the case and 
is delivered clearly & 
confidently without the 
use of notes. 

 The opening statement 
presents the case, the 
facts of the case and is 
clearly organized. The 
speaker is prepared, but 
has not memorized the 
material. 

 The opening statement 
presents the case and 
the facts of the case, but 
is not organized clearly 
and/or the speaker is 
not well-prepared.                    

 The opening statement 
presents the case, but 
does not  present the 
facts of the case or the 
facts of the case are 
unclear/ off topic or the 
speaker seems 
unprepared. 
                        

There is no opening 
statement or the 
opening statement is 
minimal. 

Questioning of 
Witnesses (x2) 
  

 

It is evident that 
questions have been 
prepared in advance for 
all witnesses in a clear 
and logical manner so as 
to prove the case.  

It is evident that 
questions have been 
prepared in advance for 
all witnesses. 
 

There is some evidence 
of advanced preparation 
for the questioning of 
witnesses. 
 

There is little evidence of 
advanced preparation for 
the questioning of 
witnesses. 

There is no evidence of 
advanced preparation 
for the questioning of 
witnesses or questions 
are irrelevant/ not 
relating to text. 

Cross-
examination of 
witnesses. 
 

Witnesses appear to have 
been well-prepared for 
cross-examination.  

Witnesses appear to 
have been prepared for 
cross-examination. 
 

Witnesses appear to 
have some preparation 
for cross-examination. 
 

Witnesses appear to have 
little preparation for 
cross-examination. 

Witnesses appear to 
have no preparation for 
cross-examination. 

Cross-
examination of 
opposition’s 
witnesses.  

 

Cross-examination 
questions are present, on 
topic, and clearly move 
the case forward.  

Cross-examination 
questions are present 
and on topic. 
 

Cross-examination 
questions are present 
but are subject to two or 
more sustained 
objections. 
 

Cross-examination 
questions are present, 
but are not relevant/ not 
related to text / 
incorrectly related or 
otherwise subject to an 
objection sustained. 

No cross-examination 
questions are present. 

Closing 
Statement 

 

The closing statement 
clearly presents the case, 
the facts of the case and 
is delivered clearly & 
confidently without the 
use of notes. 
 

 The closing statement 
presents the case, the 
facts of the case and is 
clearly organized. The 
speaker is prepared, but 
has not memorized the 
material. 
 

 The closing statement 
presents the case and 
the facts of the case, but 
is not organized clearly 
and/or the speaker is 
not well-prepared. 

 The closing statement 
presents the case, but 
does not  present the 
facts of the case or the 
facts of the case are 
unclear/ off topic or the 
speaker seems 
unprepared. 
 
 

 There is no closing 
statement or the 
opening statement is 
minimal. 
 

 
_____________ / 30 points 
________/10 points – on task during all days of prep 
 
TOTAL:________/40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witness Rubric 
 

   Category 10 8.5 7.5 6 0 

Character 
Representation 

The witness is clearly and 
completely represented 
(including demeanor, 
word choice, and 
responses). 

 The witness is well 
represented in most 
areas.  

 The witness is fairly 
represented but is not 
consistently so.                    

 The witness struggled to 
represent the witness 
with clarity.  
                        

The witness bears no 
resemblance to the 
character from the text.  

Character 
Accuracy 
  

 

The character and 
his/her representation 
are entirely accurate to 
The Crucible.   

The character and 
his/her representation 
are mostly accurate to 
The Crucible.   

The character and 
his/her representation 
are accurate somewhat 
to The Crucible.   

The character and 
his/her representation 
are minimally accurate to 
The Crucible.   

The character and 
his/her representation 
bear no similarity to The 
Crucible. 

Preparation 
 

The witness appears to 
have been well-prepared 
for both initial 
questioning AND cross-
examination.  

The witness is prepared, 
but might require 
thinking moments to 
internally access the 
material upon cross-
examination. 

The witness is not well-
prepared. 
 

The witness is unclear/ 
off topic or seems 
unprepared. 

Witnesses appear to 
have no preparation for 
cross-examination. 

 
_____________ / 30 points 
_______/ 10 points – on task during all days of prep 
 
TOTAL:______/ 40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Juror Rubric 
 

   Category 5 4.5 4 3 0 

Court Attention & 
Note Taking 
(x2) 

 The juror takes his/her 
position seriously, 
demonstrating full 
attention during the 
court session and taking 
copious notes to 
document the evidence. 

 The juror takes his/her 
position seriously, 
demonstrating full 
attention during the 
court session and taking 
some notes to 
document the evidence. 

 The juror takes his/her 
position seriously, 
demonstrating average 
attention during the 
court session and taking 
some notes to document 
the evidence. 

 The juror takes his/her 
position seriously, 
demonstrating minimal 
attention during the 
court session and taking 
few notes to document 
the evidence.                        

The juror abuses his/her 
position, demonstrating 
minimal attention during 
the court session and 
taking no notes to 
document the evidence. 

Judgment – 
Summary 
(X2) 
  

 

Writer details an 
objective summary of the 
observations. No 
opinions are provided in 
this section.   

Writer provides an 
objective summary of 
the observations. No 
opinions are provided in 
this section.   

Writer provides a mostly 
objective summary of 
the observations. A few 
opinions are provided in 
this section.   

Writer provides a 
subjective summary of 
the observations. Many 
opinions are provided in 
this section.   

Writer does not provide 
summary of the 
observations. Only 
opinions are provided in 
this section.   

Judgment –  
Final Judgment 

 

Writer provides a 
rational final vote with 
logical and well-
explained reasons.   

Writer provides a 
rational final vote with 
logical and explained 
reasons.   

Writer provides a 
rational final vote with 
logical and minimally 
explained reasons.   

Writer provides a 
rational final vote with 
somewhat logical and 
minimally explained 
reasons.   

Writer provides a final 
vote with no reasons.   

Grammar & 
Mechanics 

Writer makes no errors 
in grammar or spelling 
that distract the reader 
from the content. 

Writer makes a few 
errors in grammar or 
spelling.  
 

Writer makes several 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract the 
reader from the content.  

Writer makes many 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract the 
reader from the content. 

Writer makes many 
errors in grammar 
and/or spelling that 
prevent understanding 
of content. 

 
_____________ / 30 points 
 
_____/ 30 Total 
 
 


