
Character Quotes and Their Significance to Plot
“INEZ: Because you amuse me, with your "flukes." As if they 
left anything to chance! But 'suppose you've got to reassure 
yourself somehow.”

This quote from Inez shows she not only realizes more about 
the place that she is in, but also takes small joys in realizing 
that the other two don't know what is going on. We know from 
reading the play that Inez has a small crush on Estelle, so her 
saying that she's got to reassure herself somehow is another 
way of Inez being nice to her, although she claims to be a 
cruel person herself. Her exclaiming that ‘if they left anything 
to chance’ is her way of saying how incredulous it was that 
Estelle would say such a thing. This is important to the plot 
because Inez  is the character who seems to have the most 
knowledge, even though she doesn't know anything more 
than the other two. This creates some different dynamics 
between the three of them, which some of them find 
uncomfortable and therefore their hell.

“INEZ: What have you done? I mean, why have they sent you 
here? 
ESTELLE: [quickly]: That's just it. I haven't a notion, not the 
fog-giest. In fact, I'm wondering if there hasn't been some 
ghastly mistake…”

Although we know as readers that Estelle has done 
something worse than the other two, she pretends to not 
know what she did to be landed in hell. This makes friendship 
with the other two people somewhat harder to obtain and 
demonstrates how full of herself Estelle really is. Plot wise 
this is important because Estelle is the one character out of 
the three to not accept what has happened to her.



The Characters of No Exit
Camryn, Delaney, Emily, Adam, and Nate



Garcin 

● He was a journalist who ran a pacifist 
newspaper in Rio. 

● He was shot 12 time in the chest 
because he tried to desert during the 
war. 

● He attempted to desert because he was 
a coward and was afraid to fight. 

● He believes he is in hell because he 
treated his wife poorly.



Inez
● She was a postal clerk and 

refers to herself as a "damned 
bitch." 

● She believes she is in hell 
because she seduced her 
cousin's wife, Florence. 

● After her cousin found out about 
the affair, he killed himself.

● Florence killed Inez and herself 
by turning on the gas stove 
while they were sleeping.



Estelle
● She is a young woman who 

died of pneumonia. 
● Unlike the others, she 

refuses to believe she is in 
hell. She thinks she is there 
by mistake.

●  However, she admits to 
having an affair and drowning 
her illegitimate baby.



Who are These Characters to Each Other?
Inez

Garcin Estelle



Thoughts, Feelings, and Actions
Thoughts

● Facing yourself
● Being alone with 

your thoughts
● Reflecting on 

time that was 
spent while alive

Feelings

● Denying reality 
● Feeling trapped 

and isolated
● Contrasting 

pleasure and 
pain

Actions

● Acting in bad 
faith

● Dealing with 
consequences 

● The ability to 
choose one's 
own path

● Good and Evil/ 
Grace and Sin



How the Characters Act  
● Give a brief description of the character’s “past lives” and how they acted before their deaths. 

*Expand after with a focus for each character

Estelle: Inez: Garcin:

Attitude towards others feelings Stance on consequences Attitude towards regret

(as determined by her actions) (as determined by her actions) (as determined by his actions)

*Note to class and Ms. Mullins : sorry I could not make it to “teach” you. I am currently sitting on an overcrowded 
airplane that smells way too much like a used car parts store, but the question we all need to ask is WHY I put 
myself through this? These people truly are my hell...



Character Comparison- The basics

Inez

Garcin

Estelle

*How does this 
reflect on their 
stories and how 
they acted given 
the similarities?

-Cheated with her 
cousins wife
-Enjoys tearing apart 
relationships

-brought 
death to 
another

-Had an 
affair
-Driven 
by 
desire 

-Killed her child
-Materialistic

-Deserter
-Worked for a pacifist newspaper
-Abusive husband mostly emotionally

-Cares 
primarily 
about 
self

-Doesnt care 
for previous 
ties



Characters embodying or conflicting with an existential attitude
Garcin- Garcin we like to consider is the most like 
us, the normal person. He is the most likeable in the 
story and accommodates the needs of others. The 
reader learns that he has made many mistakes in his 
life including cheating on his wife, and his pacifist 
newspaper writing which are the reasons he has 
reached hell. Garcin takes responsibility in his after 
life for the sins he made on earth. Garcin doesn’t 
feel shame for his crimes that he has committed and 
lives in free will. In the play, Garcin says, “Hell is 
other people.” This is existential because he shows 
that we ourselves can be our worst enemy and that 
all suffering one receives is from others. Although 
Garcin does not feel shame for what he has done 
but takes responsibility, he still acts in bad faith by 
letting others define him which conflicts with being 
existential. This is shown when the door is finally 
opened, he does not leave because he does not want 
Inez to define him as a coward.

Inez- Inez Serrano is a working class 
woman who lived with her cousin and 
his wife, Florence. She fell in love with 
Florence but the affair did not last long. 
Florence eventually turned on the gas 
during the night to kill both herself and 
Inez. In the play, Inez believes heavily 
in individualism and how everyone 
should look out for themselves. Along 
with Garcin, Inez also believes in 
owning up one’s actions that she has 
done. Although, she differs from Garcin 
and avoids self- deception which allows 
her to not act in bad faith and does not 
let others define her. Inez also displays 
existentialism because she is always 
conscious of herself. 

Estelle- Younger than Garcin and 
Inez, Estelle Rigault is an annoying, 
rich, snob. She married an older man 
for his money but had many affairs, 
one with a man much younger that 
resulted in a child, which she drowns. 
Estelle conflicts with existentialism 
by frequently living in bad faith. 
Estelle denies that sins that made her 
go to hell and does not believe that 
she should be there. She wants to 
exist as being-for-others instead of 
being-for-itself and desires to be 
looked at as an object rather than as a 
person. This is shown in her desires 
for Garcin to look at her, touch her, 
and want her which turns her into an 
object. 



Other critics and scholars 
● Jesse M. Bering is a critic of No exit 

and wrote an in depth analysis called 
“Why hell is other people?” Bering 
explains why humans beings, a social 
creature, feel a need to be around there 
torturer. This is important to the 
reader's understanding of the plot 
because in No Exit the three main 
protagonist despite being each other 
torturers still feel the need to speak to 
one another.

● Bering helps the reader understand Inez through 
his explanation of theory of the mind. He explains 
that everyone has been manipulated by someone 
more socially equipped. However everyone has 
also manipulated someone to do something 
counter productive. Bering explanation that 
manipulation is embodied by Inez. She 
manipulated her cousin’s wife. When Inez 
attempts to seduce Estelle and fails; she plants 
seeds of doubt in Garcin’s mind about Estelle’s 
assurances to him, that he is not a coward.  

● Bering also helps the reader understand Garcin. 
He is haunted by his past reputation and his lack 
of influence to others. Bering is useful in 
understanding Garcin’s fears which he calls 
Epistemic social anxiety. Bering refers to this as 
being “the negative affective state that is 
associated with someone else knowing about—or 
threatening to know about—the self’s undesirable 
attributes.” 



Other critics and scholars Continued
● Bering helps the reader understand Estelle why 

people care what other people think about them. 
He reasons that it's a social evolution and that 
connects to humans ancestors being able to 
reason about others beliefs. This connects to 
Estelle because according to Bering the following 
emotions  shame, pride, embarrassment, and 
humiliation, each all depend on what others think. 
Estelle initially claims that the reason for her 
being here is a mistake in order to maintain an 
appearance.  


