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In response to our world‟s growing reliance on technology, author Julian Assange argues that the 

internet is to blame for our loss of privacy in his article “Who Should Own the Internet?”. In order to 

persuasively prove his point, the author utilizes the strategies of Us vs. Them, Pathos, and Logos.  

Assange uses the rhetorical strategy of Us vs. Them when he writes of the government and other 

large corporations. This is shown when he says, “...companies like Google and Facebook are in the same 

business as the U.S. government‟s National Security Agency. They collect vast amounts of information 

about people…”. Through this analogy, Assange unites the people as victims of those in power. He 

effectively creates two clear sides, divided by good and bad. The common person is seen as an innocent 

victim of the government‟s and corporation‟s overreach of power, which destroy any aspect of privacy. 

This comparison effectively convinces readers that those in power are destroying privacy, at the expense 

of the common person. 

As well as utilizing Us vs. Them, Assange also makes use of the rhetorical strategy of Pathos. 

Through the use of words like “cancer”, “tyrannical”, and “corrupt” he manages to evoke emotion within 

readers. This is especially shown when he says, “...intelligence agencies, which eavesdrop on international 

telecommunications lines, the commercial surveillance complex lures billions of human beings with the 

promise of „free services‟”. Assange‟s specific diction paints the picture of a deceitful world in which 

people are constantly being spied on. Through the use of these words, a tone of mistrust is created, as well 

as a response of frustration from readers, leading them to agree with the author‟s overall message. 

Assange uses his words to manipulate readers and causes them to contemplate how much privacy they 

truly have.  

In addition to the other two strategies, Assange uses the rhetorical strategy of logos. By making 

assumptions about the imbalance of power in today‟s society, the author creates an argument that any 

logical person would identify with. When he writes that, “...the destruction of privacy widens the existing 

power imbalance between ruling factions…” he implies that those in power play on the vulnerabilities of 

people to their own advantage. Any logical person would find fault with this, as they can see that they are 

being used as pawns in a game of power, in which the common people are the only ones who lose. 

Assange‟s appeal to a person‟s more logical side not only gives the reader a sense of accomplishment for 

being able to understand such a seemingly complex issue, but also opens his or her eyes to the real 

problems they are facing.  

Through the use of strategies such as Us vs. Them, Pathos, and Logos, Assange creates an 

argument that readers can identify with. This allows readers to see the problems involving the internet, 

and it‟s destruction of privacy.  


