
Fifth Hour Kincaid Argument Summaries 

JOB #1: What is the text arguing? Pick the two you believe best and most clearly depict the chapter’s 

argumentative purpose. Circle and provide commentary as to why.  

Jamaica Kincaid argues that tourists are ugly people because of their ignorance to the lives of natives (the 
natives of the place the tourists are visiting). Tourists are unaware of the struggles of the natives and the 
inequalities between the tourist and the native that can never be the tourist.  
 

Tourists do not care about the problems or culture that natives have in the Caribbean Islands. The natives are 

also hopelessly depressed in the fact they cannot leave their home country and go around the world.    

 

In A Small Place, Jamaica Kincaid argues that involvement from imperialist nations, tourism, and government 

corruption are all negatively impacting third-world nations. Although it might not not be intentional these 

factors do not help these developing nations industrialize, lower poverty rates, and ultimately prosper. 

 

Tourists go to different countries without thinking about the natives, the cultural differences, different 
customs, and the history of the island. But in reality they don't have to think about these things, because this 
vacation is their escape and their time to relax which makes the natives envious of this wealth that the tourist 
has.  
 
Kincaid's argument in A Small Place argues that Antigua and other Caribbean islands may appear as paradise, 
but in reality the inhabitants of these islands are oppressed, and this issue is disguised by government 
corruption. Kincaid works to shed light on the inequality that exists between the people that live in poverty in 
so called "paradise." 
 
Jamaica Kincaid is arguing that tourist only see so much of the land, and find it all so fascinating because it's 
"different" from their home, similar to the Bahama Ad we watch yesterday in class. The tourist only sees what 
their tourist "holiday" brain wants to see, not the REAL life, and that is what makes the tourist so ugly. 
 
Jamaica Kincaid seems to be talking about how when you are a tourist you only see the beauty in the 
destination. She also goes on to say that while you see the beauty you don't think of what the struggles of the 
country is. 
 
Kincaid believes that a tourist is ugly because they have the wealth and freedom to leave their native land to 
come to another where the natives there are too poor to leave. She is angry that tourists always look at the 
people, cities, and landscapes and romanticize them, but never really see or understand the reality of them. 
 
In the chapter that we read, Kincaid argued that tourists are ugly people (not literally) that don't stop to think 
about natives and the hardships that they may or may not be facing. She wants people to realize that what 
people see is not always an accurate representation of what is actually going on, so she is strongly suggesting 
that people try and look past what is just on the surface. 
 
Tourists in general are bad people in the sense that they incidentally hurt the places that they visit more than 
they help them. The tourists and the Natives are jealous of one another, however, the natives are the ones 
who are forgotten about and left to suffer while the tourists are left to prosper. 
 
Kincaid's argument obviously is that tourists and tourism are ugly because tourists make use of the 
environment of much poorer people's homelands for their own personal pleasure. She feels tourists travel to 
all these beautiful perfect places unaware to how ugly they are to the people that actually live there that suffer 
to the wrath of poverty due to imperialism and lack of opportunities provided to these people. 



 
After reading "A Small Place" by Jamaica Kincaid, one begins to understand that Kincaid places a negative, 
yet well deserved, light on tourists. She argues that tourists do not understand or do not even consider how 
troubled the lives of the Antiguans are, and are unable to fully see the horrors that are a part of the everyday 
lives of the Antiguans. 
 
She is arguing that as a tourist, you are ignorant to the struggles of the Native people. While you may be on a 
vacation in Antigua that appears beautiful and utopic, the reality is that the Natives struggle every day in an 
impoverished country just to get by.  
 
Kincaid is saying that all tourists are bad people. However, this doesn't apply to all aspects of their life, it only 
applies when they travel and support poor economic system. 
 
Jamaica's claim in this excerpt is that tourists in third world countries are oblivious to the lives of the natives. 

She also points out how you (as a tourist) may start to think about the consequences of your actions but soon 

dismiss the thought because you're "on holiday." 

 

In this passage the readers got to understand tourism from the point of view of the one that live in the island 

being visited. In this reading, one learns about the author's opinion about how tourists only glorify the idea of 

poverty, as opposed to facing the problem and understanding what it is all about. 

 

Jamaica Kincaid's argument of this piece is that tourists in her country are treated with more respect and 

appreciation than its own people. The tourist will never know the pains and suffering of living on the island, 

unless they decide to go see it for themselves, and that all they can know to understand is the resort at which 

they stay resulting in a false presumption of the island life. 

 

The tourist is an ugly human being who leaves home to escape and feel better about themselves. The natives 

envy the tourist because they are too poor to escape their own reality. 

 

Throughout this chapter Jamaica expresses that tourists are bad. They come to enjoy the natural beauty of the 

island even though their experience on the island is anything but natural, for they do not experience the 

everyday lives of others the natives. 

 

Kincaid is arguing that tourists completely ignore the problems that face the populations of the island. 

Tourism is evil because they support the industry that ignores the problems of the populations of island 

countries. 

 

In "A Small Place" by Jamaica Kincaid, Kincaid tells the readers how common tourists who come to places 

such as Antigua for a vacation tend to be quickly judgmental and view the place and the people as inferior 

even though they are probably ignorant the full story as to how the place came to be the way it is and why the 

people are the way they are. She also tells the readers that since the British (or white male in general) got rich 

by unfair means and the Antiguan's (or most other people) were left with little, the typical tourist thinks they 

and their homeland is superior because of all of the differences they see in foreign lands. 

 

Kincaid's argument is that the tourists’ holiday is the locals’ nightmare. Them (the tourists) being there 

gradually makes Antigua more and more impoverished, since the government puts on a facade specifically for 

them.  



 

Kincaid does not directly complain about the problems of Antigua, but rather puts them in a phrasing that 

makes us (Americans or Europeans) seem responsible for the horrible conditions that she talks about: 

Horrible roads, a government that doesn't support the people, and the heightened levels of poverty; all in 

accounts to how the U.S and Europeans "destroyed" Antigua with their tourism industry. 

 

JOB #2: Find passages on your own, or in a partnership, that do the following (you may record them 

below, on the back, or on a separate sheet of paper): 

1. Find a passage or two that seems most central to the argumentative summaries circled 

above.  

2. Find a passage that seems most central to YOUR argumentative summary (if it was not 

circled). 

STOP. We will share out before moving on. 

Next, you will work to re-write your homework summary using what you’ve discussed. Be prepared 

to share this as well.  

3. Find a passage that you believe to be important or meaningful but you’re not exactly sure 

why/it is confusing.  

4. Find a passage that is inspiring/fascinating/cool/insightful/etc.  

 


