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Conquering Hell: the Impact of Globalization on the Prevention and Deterrence of Genocide 

 
In a mere one hundred days, a million civilians of Rwanda‟s Tutsi ethnic minority were 

slaughtered by the Hutu majority. A genocide of this size and speed had never been seen before, 

with efficacy of killing five times that of the Nazis. Rwandans murdered fellow Rwandans with 

machetes and firearms imported from France, China, Egypt, and South Africa. A United Nations 

Peacekeeping Corps watched helplessly as the people they were sent to protect were hacked to 

death with machetes, the soldiers rendered useless by UN mandates ordering to fight only in 

selfdefense. In “A People Betrayed: the Role of the West in Rwanda‟s Genocide,” Linda 

Melvern records the words of Lieutenant Luc Lemaire as he recounts the horrors inflicted by the 

mobs of armed civilians. “Several people approached him later and asked if, in the event of a 

pullout, he would shoot them first, telling him that a bullet was preferable to being cut to pieces 

with a machete,” Melvern writes, emphasizing the helplessness of the Rwandan people and the 

reluctance of even the UN to help them. Since the events of 1994, the International Criminal 

Court at the Hague convicted 29 perpetrators of the genocide, a high point in the move for 

accountability for crimes against humanity. The influence of globalization and the 

interconnectedness of the world allow for greatly increased publicity whenever genocide and 

systematic violence is committed. 
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Since the process of globalization began influencing politics and diplomacy, the act of 

denying genocide has become near impossible. Before the influence of globalization touched the 

world, governments could, and did, slaughter their citizens with relative impunity. To date, only 

twentysix nations recognize the Armenian Genocide, in which Ottoman officials systematically 

exterminated 1.5 million Armenians, as even falling under the definition of a genocide. The 

governments of Turkey, the successor state of the Ottoman Empire, and Azerbaijan formally 

deny it occurred at all. According to John Kifner of the New York Times, “ in Turkey today it 

remains a crime — „insulting Turkishness‟ — to even raise the issue of what happened to the 

Armenians,” (Kifner par. 4). However, the documentation of the world‟s most infamous 

genocide, the Holocaust, is extensive to the point where denial would be a fool‟s errand. At the 

Nuremberg Trials, one of the first trials of individuals who perpetrated crimes against humanity, 

Allied prosecutors presented over 3,000 tons of documentation as evidence, according to the 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. President Dwight Eisenhower exemplified the 

directive of meticulously recording crimes against humanity when he ordered as many 

photographs of the extermination camps as possible to be taken, as he “felt it my duty to be in a 

position from then on to testify at first hand about these things in case there ever grew up at 

home the belief or assumption that „the stories of Nazi brutality were just propaganda,‟” 

(Eisenhower 2). The presence of globalization ensured that another instance of denial of 

genocide by the perpetrating nation would not occur. Criminal tribunals, such as the Nuremberg 

Trials, extensive documentation, and the presence of the media help to keep the horrors of 

genocide in the collective memory of the world. If there exists more public awareness, an 
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environment more conducive to taking the threat of genocide seriously and establishing a more 

effective means of deterrence is created. 

A court which holds the entire world in its jurisdiction, exists solely to bring justice to the 

most deadly criminals on the planet to justice, and maintains no biases would be a definitive 

force for increased accountability for and prevention of the crimes of genocide. A globalized 

court for the prosecution of perpetrators of crimes against humanity was realized in 1998 when 

the Rome Statute laid the groundwork for the International Criminal Court at the Hague, which 

opened in 2002. While not perfect in its extent of power and effectiveness, the mere presence of 

a permanent criminal court is a positive step for the protection of human rights. In “International 

Criminal Court: Successes and Failures,” Daniel Donovan, a graduate student at Webster 

University, discusses the recent successes of the ICC as well addressing the shortcomings within 

the system. “The initial successes of the ICC came quickly and have compounded over time, 

definitely laying a foundation for what could be an extremely efficient and successful judicial 

entity,” (Donovan par. 15). The ICC is a very young organization, and the ratification of the 

creating treaty progressed in only four years, nearly a decade faster than expected. A functional 

system of prosecution was established very quickly, with the intent to serve as a deterrent to 

potential war criminals and a source of justice for crimes already committed. However, as 

Donovan points out, “the major successes of the court have been almost exclusively on paper and 

not in the actual prosecuting or sentencing of criminals,” (Donovan par. 24). The shortcomings 

of the ICC are not negligible; they have crippled the ability of the prosecutors to deliver justice 

to those who deserve it. The failures do not lie exclusively with the ICC, but also with the 

unwillingness of nations to arrest the individuals charged by the court. Highlighting this 
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shortcoming is the reigning president of Sudan, Omar alBashir, who has ordered the purging of 

all nonArabs in Sudan‟s Darfur region. AlBashir “became the first sitting head of state to be 

indicted by the ICC in 2009, but he has since continued to travel to countries that have been 

unwilling to take him into custody,” according to the Guardian. The selfinterests of the 

governments capable of arresting war criminals like alBashir are simply unwilling to do so. 

Donovan lists the fact that the United States, Russia, and China, three permanent members of the 

UN Security Council, have not ratified the Rome Statute and may act only in selfinterest rather 

than in the interest of the Court. The creation of an international court was a positive step in 

addressing the abuse of human rights in the world, but little has been done in practice to prevent 

atrocities and bring justice to the perpetrators. 

A major intended function of a world government, such as the United Nations, is the 

protection of human rights at all costs. It is stated in the mission statement of the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights that their goal is “to work for the 

protection of all human rights for all people; to help empower people to realize their rights; and 

to assist those responsible for upholding such rights in ensuring that they are implemented.” Yet, 

the United Nations has failed repeatedly in preventing ethnic cleansing, or stopping it once it 

begins, first in Rwanda, again in Bosnia, and now in Darfur. In his 1992 article “Jihad vs. 

McWorld,” Benjamin Barber praises the system of a world government for “its concern for 

accountability, the protection of minorities, and the universal rule of law,” (Barber 7). While this 

article was written two years before the beginning of the Rwandan Genocide and four years 

before the Bosnian Genocide, the United Nations has repeatedly been less than successful in the 

protection of persecuted minorities. Melvern points to negligence on behalf of the larger 
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international community beyond the UN, saying, “World Bank officials were fully aware of the 

militarization of Rwanda, but failed to share their knowledge even with the UN Security 

Council,” (Melvern par. 27). Further, the ties which the Rwandan government held with the 

developed world assisted in the perpetration of the killings, with “Arms, from machetes to rocket 

launchers, were supplied by France, South Africa, Egypt and China. The governments of both 

France and Egypt were intimately involved in arms deals with the extremists in Rwanda. In order 

to pay for them, money was taken from funds supplied by the international financial 

institutions,” (Melvern par. 27). Not only was the militarization of Rwanda a known fact by 

much of the international community, but it the process was helped along by outside nations and 

international financial institutions. The Rwandan Genocide was an extremely preventable 

tragedy and will remain a point of shame for the international community for as long as it exists. 

The prevention of genocide by the United Nations and other international organizations has 

fallen far short of where it should be at this point. 

The failure of the international community to help persecuted minorities, such as the 

Tutsis, did not stop with the inability to prevent a potential genocide, but continued with 

complete negligence once the situation began. These were not isolated killings of individuals by 

an extremist minority; one million Tutsis and moderate moderate members of the Hutu ethnic 

majority were killed, many by civilians encouraged by the government. It was left up to 

members of the decimated Tutsi minority to revolt and overthrow the government, with little 

help from the developed nations with the capability— and selfproclaimed obligation— to 

intervene. The peacekeeping force sent in by the UN was unable to do anything to prevent the 

mass slaughter of defenseless civilians, largely due to the restrictions placed on them by UN 
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mandates and the lack of proactivity by world superpowers. “U.N. forces have often been limited 

by mandates that allow them to fight only in selfdefense… U.N. peacekeepers learned that arms 

were being imported illegally by an ethnic Hutu militia. But senior U.N. officials ordered the 

peacekeepers not to seize the weapons because it was beyond their mandate,” writes Sudarsan 

Raghavan, the Washington Post‟s Kabul bureau chief. Raghavan shows the weakness of a militia 

who is sent to fight on behalf of the defenseless, but is forbidden to do so. After 10 Belgian 

Peacekeepers were killed by the Hutu militia, the entire Belgian force, the bulk of the operation, 

was pulled out. Even after the killings began, nothing was done to help the citizens of Rwanda 

and “the slaughter continued unhindered for three months,” (Melvern par. 26). E.J. Hogendoorn 

of the International Crisis Group defends the practice of peacekeeping, even with its limitations, 

saying, “without the physical intervention of either U.N. or African peacekeepers, those conflicts 

could oftentimes have escalated much more.” It is impossible to determine whether conflicts 

overseen by UN peacekeepers would worsen without their presence, but it is clear that their 

presence alone was inadequate. The global governing bodies created as a result of globalization 

have proved ineffective in protecting atrisk groups of people. Despite the greater public 

awareness of human rights offenses and the increased possibility for accountability, very little 

has been done in application to protect the persecuted individuals in the world. 

 
The international community has a sordid and unfortunately short history of protection of 

human rights. The word “genocide” did not even exist until 1943, created by a Polish lawyer and 

fervent human rights activist named Raphael Lemkin after he fled the control of the Nazi Party. 

The very concept of crimes against humanity remains cripplingly vague and the serving of 

justice to the world‟s worst criminals is extremely difficult and horribly uncommon. Still, the 
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process of globalization has dramatically benefited the fight against atrocities committed in the 

world. The creation of the United Nations and the International Criminal Court contribute 

heavily to the deterrence and serving of justice in cases of crimes against humanity. It is not that 

the influence of globalization has not done anything to stop human rights abuse or worsened it; it 

is that it has not done enough to contribute to the prevention of such atrocities. Organizations 

like the UN and ICC are relatively young and are bound by the nationalist selfinterest of their 

members. The groundwork certainly exists for more comprehensive measures to be taken to 

ensure the protection of human rights. The future of international cooperation to protect human 

rights is bright, and control over the global situation is not out of reach. For the good of all 

mankind, the transgressions of war criminals and the reluctance to stop them must remain a point 

of shame which the international community vows to never replicate. This is a world in which all 

must live; if the many fail to protect the few, hope for all is lost and may never be regained. 
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