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Across the Universe: 

Human Trafficking as a Global-Scale Operation 

 The average teenage girl wakes up in the morning and thinks about things like what she 

needs for school that day, at what time volleyball practice is, or what her plans are for that 

weekend.  The typical girl does not wake up in the morning thinking she will be sold into human 

trafficking.  This is not something people normally think of, much less worry about.  Such was 

the case of Loreta.  Loreta was swallowed into the human trafficking system in Lithuania at the 

young age of fifteen in the form of prostitution.  Under the threat of violence, Loreta and other 

girls like her were forced to work with three to four “clients” in a single day (“Survivor Stories”).  

Loreta is not alone in this situation.  The globalization of the interconnectedness of the world has 

caused human trafficking to become a worldwide issue devastating the lives of millions of 

people.  Globalization has negatively affected the ability of humans to live in a safe and moral 

world through an increase in human trafficking.   

 Regardless of the form it takes or whom it affects, human trafficking is an atrocity and a 

serious violation of basic human rights.  Human trafficking is a multi-billion dollar industry that 

has been around for thousands of years.  It comes in multiple forms and can affect men, women, 

and children, but according to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) almost 

80% of human trafficking involves sexual exploitation, and the majority of victims are women 

and girls (par. 3).  Although human trafficking may not be an obvious problem that constantly 

appears on the media, it is an issue affecting the entire world-even in first world countries like 
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the United States that most would assume would be exempt.  Due to it not being a widely 

acknowledged problem, many people sold into human trafficking often have a hard time 

escaping, and do not know who to turn to for help.  While discussing their battle against human 

trafficking, Janice Ayala, special agent in charge of Homeland Security Investigations explains 

how many victims are traumatized from their experiences and unwilling to identify themselves 

as victims (Venema par. 4).  Many victims are afraid to come forward and ask for help.  Not only 

does this slow down the effort to stop trafficking, but it keeps victims from getting the assistance 

they desperately need.   Being trapped in a similar situation, Loreta, the 15-year-old forced 

prostitute, had similar feelings of those described by Ayala: damaged from her experiences in 

trafficking, but afraid to identify herself as a victim.  She explained after she was rescued from 

her captors that “[she] didn’t know how to contact the police and [she] didn’t know if the police 

would even care” (par. 10).  Loreta, believing she did not have a better option, began to turn to 

drugs as a form of escape from her daily routine.   Such is the case of many victims of human 

trafficking: innocent people trapped in a system of modern-day slavery.  Human trafficking is 

devastating to all who it enslaves, and is present all over the world.  Globalization has negatively 

impacted the ability for humans to live in a safe and moral world. 

 Globalization has made human trafficking an easier industry to operate due to 

improvements in transportation and dissolving borders.  Trafficking, already a booming business, 

has been made into a multi-billion dollar industry.  Michele A. Clark, co-director of The 

Protection Project of John Hopkins University, notes how traffickers take advantage of 

transparent borders, increased transportation, and mass migrations of people to attack the 

vulnerable (par. 5).  The ease of transportation across borders has drastically changed the 

industry of human trafficking.  Improved transportation makes human trafficking much easier for 
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the traffickers, as they are more able to move their victims from place to place. Dr. Jean-Paul 

Rodrigue and Dr. Theo Notteboom from the Department of Global Studies and Geography of 

Hofstra University make the argument that improved transportation provides important economic 

and social benefits and that without adequate transportation people would be living a lower 

quality of life (par. 2).  While transportation is clearly important in moving people from place to 

place on a daily basis, one must also consider the negative effect it has on those being trafficked. 

Clark disagrees with Rodrigue and Notteboom in that improved transportation and the 

interconnectedness of the world is solely beneficial; there are downfalls to being able to go 

wherever, whenever, and many of those downfalls are detrimental to the victims of human 

trafficking.  Loreta had just turned 17 when the woman who ran the brothel she was being kept 

in told Loreta that she was being sold abroad.  Loreta and other girls were taken to Ravenna, 

Italy, miles away from home.  Recounting her story, Loreta recalls how “When [they] arrived, 

[they] were sold to men whose language [they] didn’t understand…”, and “Pimps prevented 

[them] from escaping and used violence to force [them] to work in the streets” (par. 11).  Being 

transported to a foreign place where she had no way to identify herself (her passport had been 

taken from her), and where she didn’t speak the language, Loreta could not ask for help.  She 

was trapped in what Clark would describe as a merciless market of human trafficking, with no 

way out and no one to turn to for help.  The ability of traffickers to transport their victims from 

place to place is key in keeping their business running.  Improved means of transportation has 

allowed human trafficking to become the success it is today. 

Loreta was a part of the rising global-scale operation of sex tourism, a branch of human 

trafficking that combines tourism with the ability to get sexual services abroad.  In an article 

published by the Communications and Marketing department of Kansas State University, Nadia 
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Shapkina, professor of sociology, explains that sex tourism has become a very successful 

business.  Transportation, and other aspects of globalization such as improved technology and 

communication, all allow sex tourism and the trafficking of people to occur (par. 4).  With the 

improved transportation globalization has caused, people are able to travel all over the world 

seeking to benefit from human trafficking.  While normal human trafficking delivers its victims 

to customers, sex tourism can easily transport customers to the traffickers and those they are 

enslaving. Globalization has prevented humans from living a safe life through increases in 

human trafficking due to improvements in transportation. 

Already being an underground operation, the spread of human trafficking around the 

world, thanks to improved means of transportation, has made it a much harder crime to stop.  It 

is usually difficult for governments to work together in stopping human trafficking due to the 

fact that legal policies and culture are different across the globe.  For example, in Saudi Arabia, 

female victims of human trafficking are punished for being involved in activities like 

prostitution, even if it is forced, instead of getting help (“Sex Trafficking and…”).  Janice Ayala 

of Homeland Security would agree that the fear victims have of coming forward in cases such as 

these is an obstacle in effectively stopping human trafficking around the world.  The way that the 

United States would handle a human trafficking case may be completely different from the way 

that a country in the Middle East might handle it, and this causes a lack of communication and 

collaboration in stopping the crime.  Collaboration is key in stopping human trafficking, as it is a 

global scale operation, and its victims are transported all over the world.  Legal systems along 

with differing cultural and social ideologies further the damage done in human trafficking and 

contribute to the difficulties of stopping it.  In places that condone practices such as forced 

marriage and discriminatory political views, victims of trafficking are prevented from getting 
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assistance (Clark par. 11).  Differing views across borders tend to prevent governments from 

being an effective force in preventing human trafficking.  If all nations had similar policies 

regarding human trafficking and how it should be dealt with, it is quite possible that human 

trafficking would be a much smaller issue.  However, this is not the case.  Globalization has 

negatively affected the safety of the world through an increase in human trafficking due to 

improvements in transportation and the inability of governments to stop trafficking. 

Globalization has seriously limited the ability of humans to live in a safe and moral world 

through the increase in human trafficking due to improved transportation and the inability of 

governments to effectively fight human trafficking.  Human trafficking is a crime that is not 

widely acknowledged as a problem in the world, but it has the potential to affect anyone and 

everyone.  Loreta, who finally got the help she deserved at the age of 19 from an organization 

dedicated to saving those trapped in human trafficking, is one of the very fortunate ones.  People 

involved in trafficking continue to struggle every day, not receiving the help they desperately 

need.  Human trafficking should not be an issue to read about in the paper, and take comfort in 

knowing that it’s happening halfway across the world; it’s happening right here in the United 

States. This is not a problem that plans on going away anytime soon, and certainly not without a 

fight.   
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