
Sixth Hour Kincaid Argument Summaries 

JOB #1: What is the text arguing? Pick the two you believe best and most clearly depict the chapter’s 

argumentative purpose. Circle and provide commentary as to why.  

In her work, "A Small Place," author Jamaica Kincaid puts forth the claim that white people attempt to justify 

poverty in order to dilute themselves from reality and to escape any guilt they might feel for receiving 

systematic benefits in life. Kincaid points out that white people who visit foreign lands and romanticize 

poverty are ignorant and racist, even if they are so unintentionally. 

In the first chapter of her book A Small Place, Jamaica Kincaid tells the tale of a typical white, Western tourist 

who visits Antigua in order to experience the beauty, relaxation, and culture of the island nation. Throughout 

the chapter, Kincaid makes use of juxtaposition as she describes various scenarios of this tourist reacting to 

Antigua, and then points out the falsities in his opinions, as well as the hardships the people of the island 

have endured, thus highlighting the ugly nature that people take on when they become tourists. 

A Small Place expresses the feeling of natives of places like Antigua and the Bahamas towards rich tourists 

who go these seemingly perfect nations to escape from their everyday lives, and wonder how amazing it must 

be to get to experience this lifestyle indefinitely. What they don't realize however, is what really goes on in 

places like these, the devastation, the corruption, the inequality, all misunderstood in plain sight. We see 

someone fishing off of a rusty dock surrounded by clear blue waters and we think, "wow, they're really living 

the life", but we don't see anything deeper than that, we dot see that they have been sitting there for hours, 

and that they can’t go home without even the smallest catch to fed their starving children, and all we see is 

them living in paradise. 

Westerners and Europeans take vacations to places they think are paradise. However, life is not really great 

for the people who live there in extreme poverty and can't afford to take a break from their miserable lives 

like the tourists. 

Jamaica's main argument is it is reasonable that the natives of a place (especially places like Antigua) do not 

like tourists because when tourists are ugly human beings. Tourists are self-involved and have a feeling of 

superiority over the natives, it is wrong that they romanticize poverty, corruption, and exploitation, and it is 

wrong that they are eager to look past human hardships for the sake of a better vacation. 

In her piece, Kincaid recreates a tourist's view while vacationing in Antigua to highlight the typical Western 

ignorance toward the understanding of native hardships. She demonstrates, with subtle sarcasm, that tourists 

often feel burdened by their lifestyles (when, actually, their burdens are viewed as favorable by others), and 

the solution to forgetting about these burdens is to take advantage and reap benefits from the burdens of the 

less fortunate. 

Tourism is simply visiting the misfortune of others to feel better about the monotony of your own life. When 

you do so, however, you cannot forget about the actual hardships of those whose misfortune you visit. 

It is clear to me that Kincaid knows that what the tourist is looking for is all on the surface and all about 

appearance. It upsets her that people do not take any care to the natives and to actually understand what it is 

they are experiencing. 



Jamaica Kincaid’s argument about tourists is that they are “ugly human beings,” not all the time though, only 

when on vacation. The problem is the tourists are bored with their lives and are alone in this large world so 

they want to “get away” thinking this will fill that emptiness. However, it just makes the natives envy what the 

tourists have and don’t realize how much more fortunate they are than they think. 

Jamaica Kincaid argues that being a tourist does not allow visitors to get an authentic experience of the place 

they are visiting because the tourists see what they want to see while on vacation. She claims that often it is 

too taxing for the tourist to think of the hardships of the country they are visiting because it would ruin their 

intention of relaxing. 

In chapter 1 of A Small Place, Jamaica Kincaid argues that people become "ugly" whenever they place there 

own well being and status above those that live in a tourist destination. Taking pleasure in the exploited 

culture and lives of the natives is insensitive to the people who live in a tourist destination, and therefore is 

looked down upon by the natives and classified as being "ugly". 

Kincaid is arguing that tourists become "ugly people" because, since they are only shown the surface of the 

place they visit, they assume that they and their people are morally better than those of the place they are 

visiting. Tourists and natives tolerate each other, but do not co-exist, because the tourists become ugly 

people, and the natives become jealous of the fact that the tourists have the money and ability to leave their 

responsibilities behind, but apparently not the money or ability to help out the natives – tourists only help 

themselves by taking this vacation. 

In this chapter by Jamaica Kincaid she criticizes and mocks the ignorance, selfishness, and carelessness of the 

tourist her people so often see, those who come to just visit and get away to a beautiful place that underneath 

is not beautiful at all. Her opinion is harsh but very unnaturally real and a great perspective a she closes with 

the fact that we as tourist tour to escape our "harsh" realities, but the natives of the same country you tour are 

in such poverty that they lack such a privilege as an "escape". 

Jamaica Kincaid works to demonstrate in a hypothetical lens of a tourist being self-enclosed and closed 

minded about the country, Antigua. She gives light to a different perspective, perhaps a native of the island 

that lives through hardships and struggles daily but the tourist does not notice or care because Antigua does 

not apply to the tourists’ personal life. 

Kincaid begins the story by describing about the things you observe while being a tourist. During the second 

half, Kincaid compares native lives to a tourists, and offers a window in to the other side of American 

privilege using a dark, aggressive tone. 

The main point Jamaica discusses in her chapter is what the tourist represents and how they are ugly. They 

have the capability to escape the harness of their everyday lives and relax or even relish in the beauty of 

luxurious island/places while the native people there do not even have enough money for food or basic 

necessities. 

A Small Place, by Jamaica Kincaid, is a story that expresses the ignorance of westerners as they come to a 

foreign place to escape their "banality and boredom", with a blind full eye to the harsh realities that lie in the 

place that they are escaping to. Unfortunately, Westerners (Americans and the British) create lies to cover up 

the ugly truths that lie behind the pretty white sand and the clear blue waters. 

 



JOB #2: Find passages on your own, or in a partnership, that do the following (you may record them 

below): 

1. Find a passage or two that seems most central to the argumentative summaries circled 

above.  

2. Find a passage that seems most central to YOUR argumentative summary (if it was not 

circled). 

STOP. We will share out before moving on. 

Next, you will work to re-write your homework summary using what you’ve discussed. Be prepared 

to share this as well.  

3. Find a passage that you believe to be important or meaningful but you’re not exactly sure  

why/it is confusing.  

4. Find a passage that is inspiring/fascinating/cool/insightful/etc.  

 


