
Third Hour Kincaid Argument Summaries 

JOB #1: What is the text arguing? Pick the two you believe best and most clearly depict the chapter’s 

argumentative purpose. Circle and provide commentary as to why.  

In chapter one of the book "A Small Place" by Jamaica Kincaid, she argues that white European and 

American tourists are "ugly" because they are lazy and complain about silly things like bad weather, when so 

many other third world countries have to live in such poor conditions that they don't have time to complain 

about these things. While white people worry about how they fit into their rich modernized world where they 

have money to do things for pleasure, Kincaid explains how it's not fair because these poor natives search for 

food day after day and wish for a better life, the life Americans and Europeans take for granted. 

Jamaica Kincaid is trying to say that people only see themselves. They don't see the poverty when they go to 

be tourist in beautiful places because they are not there for that. 

 

People (especially tourists) choose not to see or think about the problems that actually exist in Antigua. 

 

Kincaid's point here is that tourists are ultimately people who are fake, ugly and conceited. They do not care 

about the suffering and misery that others less fortunate than them endure on a daily basis and even find 

pleasure in the "banality and boredom" of these people because it allows them to escape their own menial, 

boring and unfulfilling lives by observing these others through a lens of privilege. 

 
Jamaica Kincaid argues that tourists are considered "ugly human beings" to the native people of any land that 

they are on. Natives do not view tourists very positively because they despise the way tourists find happiness 

and pleasure in the things they find struggle and hardship in. 

Kincaid's main argument was that tourists focus solely on themselves while on vacation, they fail to 

acknowledge the life that happens when they aren't there. She puts the heavy on people who visit a place and 

don't see the place for what is really is, not seeing through the small resort area and in to the "real" parts of 

that destination. 

Kincaid shows her perspective on the reality of third world countries by taking the reader on a ride through 

the lens of a tourist, highlighting what the gilded vision the tourist sees is versus the much more horrible 

reality lurking behind closed doors. In doing so she claims that what a tourist, in fact what anyone who isn't 

living in poverty perceives is not reality, and is actually a harmful misconception that prevents actual change 

from being done. 

In the first chapter of "A Small Place" by Jamaica Kincaid, her main argument is that when tourists come to 

second and third world countries for vacations, they don't like to think about what's going on outside of the 

resorts they're staying at. They often see the poverty for a short period of time but stop thinking about it 

immediately and only focus on the vacation because they came here to forget about their lives at home. 

Kincaid conveys her argument in a different, new fashion than what I am normally used to. She takes the 

reader on a journey, and while on that journey, she exposes the painful truths covered by nice houses and well 

paved roads. 



Kincaid is arguing that the "tough" life the tourists are living, and the banality of their situation is really not 

that tough. The tourists cluelessness and ignorance to the problems around them on their holiday, is what 

creates the native vendettas.   

Kincaid's argument seems to be about the ignorance that many tourists and 1st world citizens have towards 

poverty stricken nations, and how they refuse to acknowledge serious issues that many poor people must 

contend with on a daily basis. Tourists are viewed as greedy and stupid by natives, but are also envied for 

their wealth and relative safety in their prosperous nations. This creates a social and cultural rift between rich 

and poor. 

Throughout the entire piece, tourists are shown as oblivious and stupid, because they don't realize where they 

are or what their actions do. Her argument is that they are not awful people, until they start to mimic the 

native people as the "other", even though that is what they are to the visiting people. The point being made to 

the reader is to educate themselves before they travel, as to not seem so arrogant about your way of life. 

This article is much like the deeper understanding garnered from the Bahamas commercial/advertisement in 

terms of argument in that her anguish is surrounded by tourists’ inabilities to see past their luxurious vacation. 

Tourists are always caught up in their money and experiencing seclusion that they don't want to go outside of 

their resorts to see the true problems at bay in Antigua. 

Jamaica's argument is that tourists are not fully aware of the daily struggles the natives have to deal with, she 

argues the fact that tourists are not actually completely unaware of the problems of the nations they visit, but 

choose to ignore it. This argument works to prove that tourism is not actually benefiting these poverty 

stricken countries with flashy resorts, but are actually looking foolish and ignorant to the real world. 

In this section, Kinclaid is making notice of the flaws in the tourist industry and how the tourists in Antigua 

are blind to the real problems going on in society and are only exposed to the beautiful parts of the island. 

She comments at the Moral ugliness of the average tourist and how he or she ends up hurting the place they 

visit, even thought they are not bad people in their everyday lives. 

Jamaica's argument is that tourists do not think of the bad things that go on within Antigua. Instead, they 

focus all their energy on the fake 'good' parts, and the Americanized parts, not paying any attention to the real 

horrors that go on in the country. 

In the first chapter of A Small Place, Jamaica Kincaid claims that tourists don't educate themselves of the 

location they are visiting. They are ignorant to the everyday struggles of the native people and to the issues 

they have dealt with in the past. 

The argument is centered around an individual focusing on and accepting only what is known and 

commonplace to them, while pretending any other reality does not exist. 

In her article Kincaid talks about the subtle subconscious selfishness demonstrated by tourists even if they 

don't mean it intentionally. However despite the intentions of the tourists, on many occasions tourists will 

chose to see where they are only on the surface because it allows them to reject what they don't want to 

believe is the actual truth; perhaps a certain "truth" that could ruin their views or impressions. 

 



JOB #2: Find passages on your own, or in a partnership, that do the following (you may record them 

below): 

1. Find a passage or two that seems most central to the argumentative summaries circled 

above.  

2. Find a passage that seems most central to YOUR argumentative summary (if it was not 

circled). 

STOP. We will share out before moving on. 

Next, you will work to re-write your homework summary using what you’ve discussed. Be prepared 

to share this as well.  

3. Find a passage that you believe to be important or meaningful but you’re not exactly sure  

why/it is confusing.  

4. Find a passage that is inspiring/fascinating/cool/insightful/etc.  

 


