The Catcher in the Rye Study Guide
1.  Characters

Describe these main characters’ personalities, the role they play in the story, and the impact each one has on Holden and his development/lack thereof.

· Holden Caulfield
· Robert Ackley
· Ward Stradlater 

· Mr. Spencer/Old Spencer
· Jane Gallagher

· Allie
· Phoebe
· D.B.
· Sally Hayes
· Sunny & Maurice
· James Castle
· Mr. Antolini

· Holden’s mother
· Ernie
· Bernice
2. Explain the significance of major themes, motifs, symbols, and locations, including:
· Loss of innocence
· Preservation & Isolation
· Authenticity vs. Phoniness
· Alienation/Loneliness

· The uncertainty of the future (“Who will take care of me?  Where do I go?”)

· Red hunting hat

· “Where do the ducks go?”

· “She kept all her kings in the back row”

· Allie’s baseball mitt

· Pencey Prep

· The Natural History Museum

· NYC – the adult world 

2. Plot structure – What are the 3 climaxes/turning points AND why.
3. Significance of the title: What does Holden want to be? What is the meaning behind it?
4. What does Holden realize/accept at the end of the novel?  Why is this significant?
