
English 11 Honors  

Unit IV: Dutchman/Existentialism 

Name: ___________________________ 
 

You will use this chart to examine Dutchman through an existential lens. In the left column, provide 

evidence directly from the text with page numbers or paraphrase moments if the evidence is too long. In the 

middle column, do your best to identify the tenet/concept related to existentialism. Then, in the right 

column, explain how that specific idea is significant to our understanding of the play, the themes, characters, 

etc. Use your existentialism handouts! 

 

Evidence  Existentialist Tenet 
Observed 

Explanation/significance 

 

Lula: “And we’ll pretend that 
people cannot see you….and 
that you’re free of your own 
history…” 

 

 

 

 

Being for Others 
acting/living in ways 
that are defined by 

others/societyhe’s 
actually being for 
itself if he is being 
for others 
subconsciously? 

Lula’s views of assimilationist AAs—
Clay’s heritage/identity is significant—so 
we will pretend you’re no longer held back 
by the color of your skin, so he will then 
be accepted into “normative” society and 
which then takes away his true identity 
when conforming to how he thinks he 
must behave/dress/talk in order to be 
considered part of America’s dominant 
culture 

Lula: “You think I want to pick 
you up, take me somewhere and 

screw me, huh?” putting 
words into his mouth 

 

 

 

 

 

Ennui  Boredom/feeling of dissatisfaction arising 

from lack of excitement She’s trying to 
escape her own ennui? She will receive 
satisfaction by screwing with him and 

messing with himescaping her own 
elitist boredom 

 

Lula: “I’m nothing, honey, and 

don’t you ever forget it.” I’m 
nothing, but I will be able to 
achieve/do everything you 
cannot. 

 

 

 

 

Ennui “    “ Nothing much going on—lies to 
control the world—manifesting a different 
identity for herself and for Clay—it’s a 
game because she will always win 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lula: “Boy those broad 
shoulders, clothes, come from a 
tradition you ought to feel 
oppressed by..a 3-button suit, 
what right do you have to wear 
a 3-button suit and tie, your 
grandfather was a slave…he 
didn’t go to Harvard.” 

 

 

 

 

Bad Faithliving 
inauthentically/lying 
to yourself about 
who you really are.  

Lula points it out, but its Baraka’s point 
that Clay is being/acting like a “white 
man”—adopting/assimilating with dom. 
White culture which Baraka would see as 
being just as harmful to the advancement 
of AAs/people of color/minorities in 

America at this time  also encrustation? 
Defined as when people constrained by 
identities others force them to adopt—
adhere to how they’re SUPPOSED to 
behave.  

 

Stage dir: young negro comes 
into the coach… 

 

 

 

 

Geworfenheit  Throwness—come into situation without 

controlLula controlling the world—
representative of a larger system that 
controls the lives of people whose power 
is lessened and taken away in order to give 
power to those who have already had it.  

 

 

 


