
English 11 Honors  

Unit IV: Dutchman/Existentialism 

Name: ___________________________ 
 

You will use this chart to examine Dutchman through an existential lens. In the left column, provide 

evidence directly from the text with page numbers or paraphrase moments if the evidence is too long. In the 

middle column, do your best to identify the tenet/concept related to existentialism. Then, in the right 

column, explain how that specific idea is significant to our understanding of the play, the themes, characters, 

etc. Use your existentialism handouts! 

 

Evidence  Existentialist Tenet 
Observed 

Explanation/significance 

Lula: “I told you I don’t know 
anything about you…you’re a 
well known type” (3). 

 

 

 

 

 

Encrustation—
acting a certain way 
because of societal 
expectations or 
perceived 
stereotypes or 
required aspects of 
one’s identity. 
Subconsciously? 
Consciously?  

Lula expects that all assimilated AAs will 
act/behave alike with regard to specific 
stereotypes even if they are defying certain 
stereotypical expectations.  

 Clay subconsciously exhibits 
encrustation but he doesn’t 
knowingly act in bad faith, but he 
doesn’t do anything to consciously 
act against certain stereotypes set 
out for him… 

Clay stands up to Lula with his 

outburst towards end of play  
“Don’t tell me anything! If I’m a 
middle class fake white 
man…Let me be. And let me be 
in the way that I want!”  

 

 

 

 

 

Being-for-itself 

 

Breaking free from the stereotype that she 
has created for him—if she doesn’t like the 
way he is trying to create his identity/sense 
of self, it is really none of her business and 
she cannot and should not control him 
and how he sees himself. In this moment, 
he finally defies what she has constructed 

for him to be. Bad Faith? He is naive 
about the consequences of him acting 
against what she believes him to be and 
what she needs him to be to keep her 
dominant position/power—he acts alone 
and without true regard to who he is 
“supposed” to be according to Baraka.  

Lula: “A 3-button suit, what 
right do you have to be wearing 
a 3-button suit and a striped tie? 
Your grandfather was a slave. 
He didn’t go to Harvard!”  

 

 

 

 

 

Being for 
others/encrustation 

Clay’s assimilationist attire—Lula asserts 
he’s trying to wear, etc. to become a part 
of the “normative” white society…He’s 
looking the way he assumes white people 
want him to look/act in order to be 
accepted, be successful, etc. but she 
reminds him that he will never be 
accepted—ultimately, until an entire 
cultural/societal/American shift is made, 
all AAs will not be accepted no matter 
how much they may try to be. Baraka—do 
not forget your heritage, identity, roots, 
etc.   



Clay fighting the oppression 
Lula represents with outburst 

 

 

 

 

 

Absurdity  life is 
inherently 
meaningless but 
continue to struggle 
forth  

Baraka tells readers you cannot act alone, 
but at least he’s acting 
(authentically/*good* faith)—and 
ultimately nothing will actually improve 
unless he acts with others. Subway train—
absurd cycle. 

Wouldn’t Clay have to know that his 
actions are inherently meaningless as a part 
of the systematic cycle of oppression? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


