
English 11 Honors  

Unit IV: Dutchman/Existentialism 

Name: ___________________________ 
 

You will use this chart to examine Dutchman through an existential lens. In the left column, provide 

evidence directly from the text with page numbers or paraphrase moments if the evidence is too long. In the 

middle column, do your best to identify the tenet/concept related to existentialism. Then, in the right 

column, explain how that specific idea is significant to our understanding of the play, the themes, characters, 

etc. Use your existentialism handouts! 

 

Evidence  Existentialist Tenet 
Observed 

Explanation/significance 

Lula: “I told you. I didn’t know 
anything about you…You’re a 
well known type.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Encrustation/Being-
for-Others 

 

The Other 

Clay is a product of her expectations—his 
need to impress what she represents as the 
dominant, white society—he succumbs to 
her constructed conception of what his 
“type” needs to act, talk, dress like, etc. to 

accepted by the “normative” society.  In 
the end, Clay finally is “Being-for-itself” 

which has consequences….  He is killed 
because does not cont. to allow himself to 
“be for others”  

She has othered the AA race in a way that 
are not only aware they are the 
subordinate minority but they will also not 
be accepted if they act like the dom. 
Majority. 

Absurdity?  

Conductor to Lula tips hat, 
acknowledges other passengers 

 

 

 

 

Absurdity  The conductor might understand that he 
cannot change the system and it is 
pointless to act, easier to acquiesce to her 
“authority/power” b/c always be more 
Lulas—and there’s no power when you’re 
dead OR NOT? Like Sisyphus, he’s 
driving the train, so he becomes part of 
the absurd system instead of continuously 
working against it despite the fact it is 
potentially meaningless 

Anti-Transcendence? Out of his 
control—cannot change color of skin and 
thus cannot transcend own facticity  

Encrustation/being-for-others—
“Uncle Tom”—fulfilling the “role” of 
subordination—allowing himself to be 
defined by the white majority’s 
expectations of subservience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Clay attempted to embrace the 
white American culture as he 

dressed in “white clothes”  
“3-button suit—what right do 
you have to wear a 3 button suit 
and a tie. Your grandfather was 
a slave. He didn’t go to 
Harvard.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Bad Faith  Like Estelle allows oneself to be defined 
by societal expectations because that will 
not make her/him feel as though she/he 
is othered in any way. Baraka tells AAs to 
defy “White America” and not become in 
any way like the white man –allows one to 
forget their heritage, identity, roots, etc.  

 When you act in extremes 
ALONE, there will be 
consequences. There are just too 
many demoralizing, 
discriminatory, prejudiced 
systems/institutions that prevent 
one from creating their own true, 
authentic identity.  

Clay to Lula: “Mirror, mirror on 
the wall who’s the fairest one of 
all. Snow White?”  

 

 

 

 

 

 When he tries to expose her that he can 
also see through her in a way as she has 
tried and succeeded to see through or 
know him, and he tries to take back his 
power by defining her…it does backfire. 
Because the “fairest of them all.”  

He can try to defy the system, but she will 
always be the most powerful, “the fairest”, 
the epitome of the most beautiful, 

dominant, etc. anti-absurdity/strivings 
against Geworfenheit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


