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 Title Author Description 

 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of  

a Part-Time Indian 

 

Alexie 

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his school on the Indian Reservation 

to attend an all-white town school where the only other Native 

American is the school mascot.  RL 4.0 229p.  Mature 

 

 

Bad Boy: a Memoir 

 

Myers 

Author Walter Dean Myers describes his childhood in Harlem in the 

1940s &50s, discussing his loving stepmother, his problems in school, 

his reasons for leaving home, and his beginnings as a writer.  PB, 

ebook  RL 6.5  224p. 

 

Black Ice Cary 

Lorene, a black high school student. transfers from a school in a black 

suburb of Philadelphia to a prestigious, all-white prep school in New 

Hampshire. Lorene discusses how she maintains her black identity at 

St. Paul's and why she feels left out. RL 6.0  237p 

 

Dawn Wiesel 

Two men wait through the night in British-controlled Palestine for 

dawn--and for death.  One is a captured English officer.  The other is 

Elisha, a young Israeli freedom fighter whose assignment is to kill the 

officer in reprisal for Britain's execution of a Jewish prisoner  RL 7.0?  

102p. 

 

 

Fallen Angels 

 

Myers 

Uncertain of his future goals, seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, a black 

high school graduate from Harlem, travels to Vietnam to fight in the 

United States Army. When Richie leaves basic training for Vietnam, he 

harbors a host of illusions about the war and the army. RL 7.0 336 p 

 

Farewell to Manzanar Houston 

Jeanne Wakatsuki was seven years old in 1942 when her family was 

uprooted from their home and sent to live at Manzanar internment 

camp--with 10,000 other Japanese Americans; a true story of one 

spirited family's attempt to survive the indignities of forced detention 

and of a native-born American child who discovered what it was like to 

grow up behind barbed wire in the United States. RL 7.0, 240p 

   

 

The Glass Castle: A Memoir 

 

Walls 

The author recalls her life growing up in a dysfunctional family and 

describes how she and her siblings had to fend for themselves until 

they finally found the strength to leave home.  RL 6.0  288p. 
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I Love Yous Are for White 

People: A Memoir 

 

Su 

 

Lac’s family flees Vietnam for seedy West Los Angeles. Lac's 

search for love and acceptance amid poverty leads him to a 

dangerous gang.  Mature.  RL 8.0? 249p. 

 

 

 

A Mighty Long Way 

 

Walls 

Carlotta Walls LaNier, one of the 9 students to integrate Little Rock 

Central High School in September, 1957, describes the experiences and 

challenges she and the others faced. PB audio ebook  RL  ~6.0  296p 

 

Parrot in the Oven Martinez 

Manny relates his coming of age experiences as a member of a 

poor Mexican American family in which the alcoholic father 

only adds to everyone's struggle.  RL 6.1  214p. 

 

Spite Fences Krisher 

Maggie Pugh has lived in Kinship, Georgia, all her life. If you are poor, 

you live on the west side of town. If you are rich, you live on the hill in 

the north end. If you are white you use one bathroom at Byer's Drugs 

and if you are colored you use another. All that starts to change in the 

summer of 1960. RL 7.0, 288 p 

 

 

We Should Hang Out Sometime 

 

Sundquist 

Can a nice guy who has lost his leg to cancer still find romance? Josh 

Sundquist recounts his seriously funny love life, from middle school up 

to early adulthood.  RL 5.5  346p  

 

 

When I was Puerto Rican 

 

 

 

Santiago 

Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto Rico, where her 

childhood was full of tenderness but poverty. When her family moves 

to New York, Esmeralda must learn new rules, a new language, and 

eventually take on a new identity.  PB ebook, RL 6.0  274p 

 

 

HONORS ONLY: 

Great Expectations 

 

 

Dickens 

The story of Pip, an orphan in Victorian England who is informed one 

day that he has "great expectations" and is to be educated and reared as 

a gentleman.  A classic tale of mystery and morality.  PB ebook audio 

RL 9.2 various pp. 

 

 


