
Berkley High School 9
th

 Grade Summer Reading 2016… What Makes a Hero? 
Honors English title is at the end of the list. 

 

 

Between Shades of Gray 

 

Sepetys 

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled 

from their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to a 

Siberian labor camp, where she must fight to survive.  RL 3.6  

352p. 

 

 

The Bully 

 

Schraff &  Langan 

 

Darrell Mercer, a new student at Bluford High, decides it is time 

to take a stand after he tires of being harassed and threatened by 

bully Tyray Hobbs.  A tale of 9
th

 grade survival and triumph. 

RL 4.0  190p.  

 

 

 

The Curious Incident of 

the Dog in the Night-time 

 

Haddon 

 

Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, 

Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic 15 year old, decides 

to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog. First-hand look at 

struggling with a disability.  RL 6.3 226p. 

 

 

 

Curveball: The Year I Lost 

My Grip 

 

Sonnenblick 

 

When a freakish injury ends his pitching career, Peter has some 

major things to figure out: like, is there life after sports?  He 

discovers high school, photography, and girls (not necessarily in 

that order!)  High school story with humor and wisdom. 

RL 5.1  304p. 

 

 

 

The Hobbit 

 

Tolkien 

 

Bilbo Baggins, a Hobbit who just wanted to be left alone, embarks 

upon a dangerous journey with thirteen dwarfs and the wizard 

Gandalf to combat the dragon Smaug. Classic fantasy; a preamble 

to Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings trilogy. RL 7.5 306p. 

 

 

 

Into Thin Air 

 

Krakauer 

 

The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest 

during its deadliest season and examines what it is that makes 

people willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and 

expense. True life action and adventure. RL 8.9 293p. 

 

RL =Reading Level (approximate grade level)



 

  

The Last Book in the 

Universe 

 

Philbrick After an earthquake has destroyed much of the planet, an epileptic 

teenager nicknamed Spaz begins the heroic fight to bring human 

intelligence back to the Earth of a distant future.  A classic quest 

and fight for good. RL 5.5  223p. 

 

 

Make Lemonade 

 

Wolff 

 

LaVaughn, trying to earn the money for college, takes a job caring 

for the two children of Jolly, a single teenage mom.  She must find 

the courage to make the right decision for all of them after Jolly is 

fired.  Warm, urban tale of survival. RL 5.0  200p. 
 

 

 

A Monster Calls 

 

Ness 

 

Conor awakens one night to find a monster outside his bedroom 

window--an ancient, wild creature that wants him to face truth and 

loss. A horror story with some deep lessons. RL 4.8  108p.  

 

 

Ready Player One 

 

Cline 

In the year 2044, Wade Watts, like everyone, spends his waking 

hours in the virtual world of OASIS, but when he stumbles upon 

the first of the puzzles set up by the OASIS creator he finds 

himself competing with thousands of others--including some 

willing to commit murder-- to claim the big prize. 80s gaming and 

suspense. RL 6.7   374p. 

 

 

Shark Girl 

 

Bingham 

 

After a shark attack causes the amputation of her right arm, 15-

year-old Jane, an aspiring artist, struggles to come to terms with 

her loss and the changes it imposes on her day-to-day life and her 

plans for the future. Sensitive and heart-warming. RL 4.0 276p 
 

 

 

Tangerine 

 

Bloor 
Paul lives in the shadow of his football hero brother, Erik, and 

fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blindness.  But 

what really happened when he lost his eyesight? Mystery and a 

fight for the under-dog.  RL 4.3  294p. 

 

 

HONORS ONLY:  

The Absolutely True Diary 

of a Part-Time Indian  

 

 

 

Alexie 

 

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his school on the Indian 

Reservation to attend an all-white town school where the only 

other Native American is the school mascot.  Mature.   

RL 4.0 229p. (also on 10
th

 grade SR List) 

RL = Reading Level (approximate grade level) 


