
College Application Essay Description & Rubric 
 

Directions:  Up to this point, we have talked about how to research colleges, looked at examples of 
college essay prompts, and analyzed responses to these prompts.  Now it’s your turn!  For this 
assignment, you will be responding to a college entrance essay prompt.  You may choose from one 
of the Common Application essay prompts below.  You will be given time in class to draft, peer edit, 
and produce the final draft.  However, this does not mean that extra work outside of class will not 
be needed!  Follow the criteria below on the rubric to compose your essay.  
 
Common Application Essay Prompts: 

 Some students have a background or story that is so central to their identity that they believe 
their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share 
your story. 

 Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what 
lessons did you learn? 

 Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? Would 
you make the same decision again? 

 Describe a place or environment where you are perfectly content. What do you do or 
experience there, and why is it meaningful to you? 

 Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your transition from 
childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family. 
 

Rubric 

Content       10 8 6 4 2 0 
Does the response answer the question while displaying personal characteristics?  
 Does it display the candidate’s personality in a flattering way?   
 
Organization       10 8 6 4 2 0 
Does the essay flow well?   
Is anything out of place?  Do you ramble? 
Between 500 and 650 words long 
WORD COUNT LISTED AT THE BOTTOM 

 
Creativity      10 8 6 4 2 0 
Are there aspects of the essay that are cliché/ formulaic?   
Do you highlight aspects about yourself that are unique? 

 
Mechanics      10 8 6 4 2 0 
Use at least two new words from the new vocab  
learned in class included, used  CORRECTLY and UNDERLINED 
Few grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors 

 
Format       5 4 3 2 1 0 
Typed: Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, one-inch margins 
Double-spaced 
Name and date at the top right of the page, prompt listed before you start your response, word count at the bottom 

 
TOTAL: _________/ 45 SUMMATIVE points 



 
College Application Essay Description & Rubric 

 (Scholarship Alternative) 
 

Directions:  Up to this point, we have talked about how to research scholarships, looked at 
examples of college essay prompts, and analyzed responses to these prompts.  Now it’s your turn!  
For this assignment, you will be responding to a scholarship application essay prompt.  You may 
choose from one of the prompts that you found while doing the webquest.  You will be given time 
in class to draft, peer edit, and produce the final draft.  However, this does not mean that extra work 
outside of class will not be needed!  Follow the criteria below on the rubric to compose your essay.  
 

 

Rubric 

Content       10 8 6 4 2 0 
Does the response answer the question while displaying personal characteristics? 
 Does it display the candidate’s personality in a flattering way?   
 
Organization       10 8 6 4 2 0 
Does the essay flow well?   
Is anything out of place? Do you ramble? 
*Between 500 and 650 words long 
WORD COUNT LISTED AT THE BOTTOM 

 
Creativity      10 8 6 4 2 0 
Are there aspects of the essay that are cliché/ formulaic?   
Do you highlight aspects about yourself that are unique? 

 
Mechanics      10 8 6 4 2 0 
Use at least two new words from the new vocab  
learned in class included, used  CORRECTLY and UNDERLINED 
Few grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors 

 
Format       5 4 3 2 1 0 
Typed: Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, one-inch margins 
Double-spaced 
Name and date at the top right of the page, prompt listed before you start your response, word count at the bottom 

 
TOTAL: _________/ 45 SUMMATIVE points 

 
 
*Note: If the essay question you choose requires a 200-300 word length, you will need to do TWO scholarship essays 

to fulfill the requirement.  However, if the response is supposed to be within or exceeds the 500-650 word limit, you are 
only required to do one.   


