
Reading and Writing for the College Bound  Name________________________________ 
Unit I: College Essay Writing 
Rubric 

Focus Area Excellent (10) Good (8) Fair (6) Poor (4) 

Grammar 
and 
Mechanics 

Polished and free of 
mechanical error. 

Polished and 
mostly free of 
mechanical error; 
errors that do exist 
do not inhibit 
reading 

Technical control is 
adequate, but some 
careless errors may 
be present. 

Persistent, pervasive 
lapses in technical 
control are a distraction 
/ create confusion. 

Imagery and 
narrative 
story telling 

Exciting and detailed 
use of imagery 
effectively places the 
reader in the 
moment. 

Imagery is detailed 
but lacks total 
development and 
feels a bit stunted 
to reader. The 
moment/story 
depicted may not 
be as engaging or 
exciting to the 
reader. 

Imagery is lacking 
development and 
detail and the story 
feels incomplete or 
lackluster. The 
moment is not 
uniquely depicted. 

Imagery is missing and 
the story/narrative is 
either unclear or does 
not engage the reader as 
it should.  

Focus Lively, mature, 
sophisticated writing 
that consistently 
focuses on selected 
prompts 

Good writing that 
addresses the 
prompt selected 
throughout most 
of the essay 

Fair writing that 
attempts to address 
the prompt selected, 
though more work 
can be done to 
maintain focus 
throughout.   

Major lapses in the 
narrative of the paper 
due to lack of focus.  
Unclear whether writer 
is attempting to address 
selected prompt. 

Use of 
Revision 
Process 

Writer has submitted 
all drafts and through 
the use of tracked 
changes and 
highlighting has 
demonstrated a great 
deal of revision from 
first draft to final 

Writer has 
submitted all drafts 
though more work 
can be done to 
demonstrate a 
greater degree of 
change from draft 
one to final draft. 

Writer has submitted 
most drafts but is still 
able to exhibit a fair 
amount of revision 
from the first to final. 

Writer has submitted 
little or no drafts and is 
not able to demonstrate 
a process of revision. 

Vocabulary Two words from 
weeks 1 or 2 
vocabulary utilized 
correctly 
(bolded/underlined) 

Two words from 
weeks 1 or 2 
vocabulary utilized 
correctly but not 
bolded/underlined 

Only 1 word utilized 
and it may or may 
not be bolded or 
underlined 

One or two words 
either not utilized or 
utilized incorrectly  

Active / 
Passive 
Voice 

No active/passive 
voice errors 

Only a few active 
passive voice 
errors 

Some active passive 
voice errors which 
affect flow/focus of 
essay 

Many active passive 
voice errors which 
make your essay 
virtually unreadable 

 
Generic Feedback Bank: 
 

o This was a very touching story.  Your work here carefully navigates a complicated moment in your life in a 
way that beautifully fulfils the requirements of this assignment.  As we move forward, consider employing 
this same kind of reflective ability if/when you officially compose your college entrance essay. 

o Interesting story!  Though you’re pushing the boundaries of the PG-13 content limitation, I appreciate your 
candid approach to the essay.  As we move forward, though, please exercise discretion. 

o This story provided an interesting insight into some of the larger events that have shaped your life.  The 
work is a great start to a kind of reflective writing that will certainly come in handy in the future.  As we 
move forward, consider using this kind of thinking as you write your official college essay. 

o Good start here, but more work can be done to better develop your ideas.  Because of a weak revision 
process, errors are showing up in your final draft that should not be there.  Take more time to carefully 
proofread and take advantage of the drafting process to prevent this from happening in future writing 
assignments. 

o Pronoun/antecedent agreement issues are still something that should be looked at. 
o Active / Passive voice still seems to be an issue here. 
o Show, don’t tell. 
o Other: 

Total ____________________/60pts 



 


