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Reading and Writing for the College Bound Course Syllabus 
 
Instructor: Ms. Emily Mullins  
 
Contact Information: 

 School Phone/Voice Mail – (248) 573-8150 ext. ext. 2144 

 Email – mullinse@slcs.us  – Best way to contact me 

 Go to http://mullin35.wordpress.com/ for all things Reading and Writing for the College Bound 

 Follow me at @MsEmilyMullins for other reminders/information 

 Turnitin.com: ID and password will be on a separate sheet and can be found on my website 
 

Course Overview 
Welcome to Reading and Writing for the College Bound!  I hope that you are all ready to begin another 
rigorous year of English.  In this course, we will be. . . 

 Reading and analyzing a variety of texts: scholarly articles, novels, films, essays, etc. 

 Learning new vocabulary in order to better understand more advanced texts 

 Developing reading strategies that can be used to approach articles or other sources used for research 

 Composing essays involving the two primary research formats (APA, MLA) 

 Presenting in front of the class about a variety of topics: charitable causes, book projects, 20% 
projects, etc. 

This year, we will be reading a variety of texts, including novels, scholarly articles, and essays.  We will also be 
writing in a variety of different formats including (but not limited to) some of the following: 

 College Application/ Scholarship Essay 

 MLA Research Essay  

 APA Research Essay  

 Writing on Demand 

 Digital Portfolio (Resume, Cover Letter, Interviews, etc.) 
You will be participating in literature circles as well.  I try and set aside time each week for you to read your 
literature circle books silently in class; use the time wisely. Select units will include a technology component 
where you will be required to complete web-based writing and present your work to the class.  You will also 
engage in fundamental writing work to improve vocabulary, spelling, grammar, and style through the writing 
process, not simply through (boring) isolated exercises.  
 
Because this is an pre-college course, I assume that you are a strong reader and a proficient writer.  I also 
assume that you have a keen interest in improving your abilities, and that you are willing to do the work that 
is required to learn at an accelerated rate.  As the semester goes on, you will be asked to make and support 
your own judgments about the texts, ideas presented, and assignments without first being directed toward “the 
right answer.” 
 
Help and Make Up Times 
If you need help with anything pertaining to this course, please ask!  I will be happy to schedule time during 
lunch or after school to provide help when it is needed.  I check my email regularly, but keep in mind that I 
will not always be able to respond immediately.   
 
 

As this is a senior course, late daily work will automatically lose 40%.  Major papers will be reduced 
10% for each calendar day they are late.  Failure to appear in class for a group presentation will result in an 
alternate, individual assignment or a zero if you do not address your absence with me.  Reading quizzes must 
be taken when they are administered, regardless of whether the student was in class the day before (please use 
the calendars to keep up with reading assignments).     
 

mailto:mullinse@slcs.us
http://mullin35.wordpress.com/
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* If you have an EMERGENCY and cannot complete an assignment, please contact me ASAP via email and I will decide if 
an exception can be made. (FYI: an EMERGENCY is not, “I had a/an [insert extracurricular activity/event] yesterday 
and so I didn’t have time to do my homework.” – Please plan ahead!) 

 
One of the major jobs of this course is to prepare you for college, and, as such, it is inappropriate for 

you to turn in assignments that are late, incomplete, or not your best work.  Be proactive.  Be responsible.  
You’ll be fine.  
 
General Expectations in as fun a format as I can muster right now: 
 
1. Please respect yourself, your peers, and your teacher.  I expect you to be listening attentively when either 

I or one of your peers is speaking, and we will do the same for you.  Also please be respectful of others’ 
opinions.  In this class we will (hopefully) have some pretty lively conversations on some interesting and 
sometimes controversial topics, and you may not agree with what someone else says.  Nevertheless, we 
MUST respect everyone’s opinion – they all matter.  After all, “we don’t see things as they are, we see 
them as we are” (Anais Nin), and so we can’t expect everyone to agree on everything. Kindness is key.  
 

2. Throughout the year, we will engage in many discussions about the texts studied, especially in our 
literature circles.  Please keep your ears and minds open to new ideas and always try to offer your 
opinions as well.  The more perspectives we can learn about, the better we have analyzed a text.  
Participation and discussion is required and considered part of your overall grade.  You will receive 
a participation grade each marking period based on how often you contribute in class. 
 

3. You must be prepared for class each day.  This means having completed all of the assigned reading and 
writing homework before the start of class each day. Here’s the other deal: the majority of the reason 
you will have homework is because you did not use your time wisely in class, so…use your time 
wisely.And if there was homework that needed to be printed, please have your work printed out and ready 
to go on the day it is due!  
 

4. NO WHINING.  Whining makes teachers’ heads implode; you do not want to see my head implode.  
You will often have to work hard in this class if you want to get the most out of it.  Like most things in 
life, what you invest in this course is directly proportional to what you get out of it. Same with college. 
And life.  
 

5. All drafts of major essays must be typed in Times New Roman (or similar) 12 pt. font and double spaced, 
with 1 inch margins.  You must have these ready to present at the start of class.  Final drafts are all 
submitted digitally and must be turned in to, most likely, turnitin.com by 11:59pm on the day they are 
due unless told otherwise. Sometimes you kids can be highly persuasive, or you are insomniac zombies 
who stay up till all hours of the early morning. Even though I do have a printer in my room, please have 
all typed material printed and ready at the start of class, OR email me the night before and ask me oh so 
kindly to print it out for you and I will have it on your desk at the start of class. I can be that cool and 
nice, but if you ask me to print it out at the beginning of class when you arrive, I will neither be cool nor 
nice.   
 

6. If you are absent you will have as many class periods as you missed to make up work. If you do 
encounter prolonged absences, please be proactive when seeking help.  See me as soon as possible to 
schedule missed quizzes and tests.  Failure to do so in a timely manner will result in these assignments 
being marked as a zero.  Remember: It is your responsibility, not mine, to make sure you get all of your 
missed work and make it up immediately. 
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7. Work must be done completely on the day it is due to receive full credit. Thoughtless responses or missing portions 
of homework will result in a corresponding loss of credit.  Your best effort on everything you do is not just 
recommended - at this level, it is expected. 
   

8. The use of electronics must be responsible and must follow the guidelines as outlined in the school and 
classroom policy. If electronic devices are not used according to classroom and school rules, then they 
will be confiscated immediately. When in doubt, turn it off! 
 

9. Academic honesty is essential.  Any work that you turn in must be your own; when using someone 
else’s words or thoughts, you must always give credit to the author.  Failure to do so will be considered 
plagiarism and will result in a zero on the assignment, a call home, disciplinary measures to be taken by 
the administration, and no opportunity to resubmit the work.  Even unintentional plagiarism will be 
punished – if you are not sure if something is plagiarism, please ask me or another English teacher.  It’s 
better to be safe than sorry.  Remember: we are all “dwarfs standing on the shoulders of giants” (Sir Isaac 
Newton), so give the giants their due credit. 

 
Grade Weighting per Marking Period (each marking period varies between 20-30% of your final 
semester grade depending on the work completed in that MP): 

Formative (homework, quizzes, classwork, etc.) 30% 

Summative (tests, essays, projects, presentations, etc.) 70% 

 
Materials 
Every day you should bring a notebook (if you need one provided for you, let me know privately, and I 
will be happy to scrounge one up), a writing utensil, the literature selection we are reading (if applicable), 
and your planner. I also HIGHLY recommend keeping a 3-ring binder specifically for this class, or at least a 
folder.  You will accumulate lots of articles and handouts, and a binder is the best way to keep these 
organized.   
 
Units of Study 
 
Semester 1: 

 Getting Started: Introductions and Getting to Know You 

 I.  Who am I and who do I see myself becoming?: College App/Scholarship Essay Writing 

 II.  Adventures in Research: Note-Taking and MLA Research Writing  

 III.  Who Controls the Messages we Receive? How to be Critical Readers/Viewers with Blink: 
Rhetorical Analysis 

 Throughout: Vocabulary Growth, Lit Circles (YA or Dystopian), and the 20% Research Project 
Semester 2: 

 I.  Creative Interpretations, Readings, and Analysis in Film 

 II.  Adventures in Research: This time, APA style 

 III.  Who will I be in the Working World: Employability 

 IV: Persuasion through Speech 

 V: Finding my Voice: Creative Writing 

 Throughout: Vocabulary Improvements, Lit circles (YA or Dystopian), etc.  
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Resources 
All documents and pertinent information will be on my class website: 
http://mullin35.wordpress.com/ 
* On my webpage: 

 Updated calendars – the copies you get in class are subject to change, but the current, updated 
calendar can always be found on my website. 

 Current assignments – if you are absent, you can go to my website to get what you missed instead of 
waiting to get it from me the next day. BE PROACTIVE. 

 PowerPoints shown in class – Instead of frantically copying down every single bit of information in 
your notes in class (and possibly missing important explanation), you can take more leisurely 
notes/listen intently, then refer back to the powerpoint or even print it off at home. 

 Important updates or notes – Check my webpage regularly (especially before tests/exams/major 
papers and projects) because I will occasionally post additional information, tips, links, etc. that may 
be helpful to you! Previous students just have that bad boy bookmarked.  

http://mullin35.wordpress.com/

