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“I stand before you today, the representative of a family in grief, in a country in mourning before 

a world in shock.” As Earl Charles Spencer stood behind the podium, he knew he had an incredibly 

important job to do. As the world stood in a state of shock and grief; his task was to comfort their pain 

and his with an address to them. This speech was done with the uttermost class, and  tugged at the heart 

strings of the world with numerous types of fallacies and rhetorics, as Earl Charles Spencer exhibited his 

feelings of endearment, emotion, and heartache towards the loss of his sister, and loss of a remarkable 

princess.  

The first sentence in the speech shows strong signs of ethos. “[T]he representative of a family in 

grief.” In this statement, Spencer takes away the title of lord and comes alongside the nation, becoming 

another person devastated by the loss of the princess. It is almost as if he is “coming down” to their level 

as he steps down from a royal pedestal. This allows people to hear the speech from a brotherly 

perspective rather than from a perspective of a high power. Immediately he becomes someone who has 

vested interest in the matter and his credibility increases.  Not only does he become credible by becoming 

another citizen, but he increases his credibility when he establishes that she was his sister.  

Pathos is used throughout the entire speech because this was a very sad topic dealing with death 

and emotion. “We are all chewed up with sadness at the loss of a woman who wasn’t even our mother. 

How great your suffering is we cannot even imagine.” This quote was spoken directly to princess Diana’s 

two sons and was a very emotional sentence. He then went into depth on her life and talked about all of 

the things that made her the way she was. The speech was done in a very personal and intimate way, 

making the pathos side of it very strong. He uses compassion to get his point across and portray her in a 
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positive light. “For all the status, the glamour, the applause, Diana remained throughout a very insecure 

person at heart, almost childlike in her desire to do good for others so she could release herself from deep 

feelings of unworthiness of which her eating disorders were remely a symptom.” Intimate moments like 

this in the speech, hit the heart, making the pathos side of the speech stronger. The appeal to the 

audience’s emotions was inevitable.  

Among all of the modes of persuasion that were used, the fallacies used were very apparent. As 

Earl Charles Spencer talks about the Princess he talks about how she was with her family and the 

underprivileged. “Without your God-given sensitivity, we would be immersed in greater ignorance at the 

anguish of AIDS and HIV sufferers, the plight of the homeless, the isolation of lepers, the random 

destruction of land mines. Diana explained to me once that it was her innermost feelings of suffering that 

make it possible for her to connect with her constituency of the rejected.”  This sentence alone, shows the 

listeners the heart of the princess and how she wanted what's best for the world, just like everyone else. 

He then moves on to talk about her boys. “ We, like you, recognise the need for them to experience as 

many different aspects of life as possible, to arm them spiritually and emotionally for the years ahead. I 

know you would have expected nothing less from us.” This sentence shows how princess Diana wanted 

her boys to live as normal of a life as they possibly could have, being in the position they were. The Just 

Plain Folks fallacy clearly was used throughout the entire speech.  

The other obvious fallacy used in this speech was Testimonial. The fact that her brother, whom 

she was very close with, was giving this speech, made everything said much more real and personal. He 

talks about childhood memories and times they spent together, giving him absolute credibility throughout 

the speech. “Fundamentally she hadn’t changed at all from the big sister who mothered me as a baby, 

fought with me at school, and endured those long train journeys between our parents’ homes with me at 

weekends.” He then talks about times they spent together as they were older. “I would rather cherish the 

days I spent with her in March when she came to visit me and my children in our home in South Africa.” 

This goes to show that he has more than enough credibility to talk about the princess because he grew up 

with her and knows more about her than most.  
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Some may say that one of the fallacies used in this speech was card stacking because he only 

talked about the Princess’ good side and all of the charitable things she had done. Although this may be 

true, as the world sat and listened, they knew that every word said was said with an uttermost sincerity 

and truth. Everyone knew that the Princess has issues just like the rest of the world, but at that moment in 

time, it was only important to talk about the positives about her life and, all of the people she helped, and 

the amazing young boys that she was raising. Everything else needn't be remembered because it was of 

the least of importance. The purpose of the eulogy was to celebrate the wonderful aspects of her life, not 

mourn the sadness of her death.  

This speech was done with the uttermost class, and truly captured everything that Princess Diana 

was and stood for. Earl Charles Spencer truly tugged at the heart strings of the world with numerous types 

of fallacies and rhetorics, as he exhibited his feelings of endearment, emotion, and heartache towards the 

loss of his sister, and loss of a remarkable princess. Earl Charles Spencer represented his sister in the 

absolute best way possible using fallacies and rhetorics to completely balance in one speech the sadness 

of her death and the joy of her life.  
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