
+ 

Ethos, Pathos, and Logos 

An Introduction to Rhetorical Analysis 



+ 
Before We Begin. . . 

After viewing the two advertisements for 
cars, answer the following: 

Lincoln MKC: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcG
hLcVqxf0  

Volkswagen 2012 Passat: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bPo
D0f9Gas 

 What strategies do both Lincoln and 
Volkswagen use to appeal to 
audiences? 

 What features are they trying to 
highlight? 

 Which do you think is better and why? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcGhLcVqxf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcGhLcVqxf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcGhLcVqxf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bPoD0f9Gas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bPoD0f9Gas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bPoD0f9Gas


+ 
Today’s Goal 

Identify and describe the 

three (sometimes four) 

modes of persuasion in 

rhetoric.   



+ 
What is Rhetoric? 

 The art of effective or persuasive 

speaking or writing 

 “the art of discourse” 

 Can come in many forms: speeches, 

articles, advertisements, etc. 

 Examples of Famous Rhetorical 

Speeches 

 MLK’s “I Have a Dream” Speech 

 JFK Inaugural Address 

 FDR’s Pearl Harbor Address to the 

Nation 



+ 
What is Rhetorical Analysis? 

 When you take these forms of 

rhetoric and analyze/ question them 

 The ability to evaluate HOW the 

speaker/ author is trying to 

influence his or her audience and 

what METHODS or fallacies he or 

she is using 

 Your journal entry today was a form 

of rhetorical analysis! 



+ 
So, then why are we learning about 

ethos, pathos, logos (and kairos)? 

 Ethos, pathos, and logos are the 

three modes of persuasion 

 These were developed by Aristotle 

 We will be using these three modes 

of persuasion to call various pieces 

of rhetoric into question 



+ 
Ethos 

 An appeal to authority or credibility of the presenter 

 How well the presenter convinces the audience that he or she 
is qualified to present (speak) on the particular subject 

 This can be done in a number of ways: 

 By being a notable figure in the field in question, such as a 
college professor or an executive of a company whose business is 
that of the subject. 

 By having a vested interest in a matter, such as the person being 
related to the subject in question. 

 By using impressive logic that shows the audience that the 
speaker is knowledgeable on the topic 

 By appealing to a person's ethics or character. 



+ 
Ethos Example 

 Example: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7bcoVfK_jw  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7bcoVfK_jw


+ 
Pathos 

 An appeal to the audience’s emotions 

 Can appeal to a number of emotions to persuade people: 

 Fear 

 Happiness 

 Nostalgia 

 Compassion 

 Anger 



+ 
Pathos Example 

 Example: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxZu-6jewL4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxZu-6jewL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxZu-6jewL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxZu-6jewL4


+ 
Logos 

 Logical appeal of an argument 

 Normally used to describe facts and figures that support the 

speaker's claims or thesis 

 Having logos influences ethos as well 



+ 
Logos Example 

 Example: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ-ByUx552s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ-ByUx552s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ-ByUx552s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ-ByUx552s


+ 
Think of it Like This. . . 



+ 
There’s another: Kairos 

 Kairos means “the right or opportune moment” 

 Kairos is the appeal to what is going on and what is relevant 

in the world right now 

 Thus, ads with Kairos try and play on what hot topics there 

are at that point in time 

 



+ 
Kairos Example  

 Commercial: 

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=FU1WAa5pDi0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FU1WAa5pDi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FU1WAa5pDi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FU1WAa5pDi0


+ 
Which is which? 



+ 
Which is which? 



+ 
Which is which? 



+ 
Which is which? 

 Google: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4vkVHijdQk  

 Coin: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9Sx34swEG0 

 P&G: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGJGQQVNqjg 

 Under Armour: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZY0cdXr_1MA  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4vkVHijdQk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4vkVHijdQk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9Sx34swEG0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9Sx34swEG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGJGQQVNqjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGJGQQVNqjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZY0cdXr_1MA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZY0cdXr_1MA


+ 
Bush’s Speech Analysis 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7OCgMPX2mE  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7OCgMPX2mE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7OCgMPX2mE


+ 
Cameron Russell’s Speech Analysis 
 http://www.ted.com/talks/cameron_russell_looks_aren_t_ev

erything_believe_me_i_m_a_model?language=en  

http://www.ted.com/talks/cameron_russell_looks_aren_t_everything_believe_me_i_m_a_model?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/cameron_russell_looks_aren_t_everything_believe_me_i_m_a_model?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/cameron_russell_looks_aren_t_everything_believe_me_i_m_a_model?language=en

