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Unit II: Rhetorical Analysis 

SAT-style Impromptu Essay 

 This SAT-style impromptu essay will ask you to read a text and look closely at how the author is 

constructing his/her argument. What relevant rhetorical/persuasive techniques is he/she using? You will be 

asked to explain in a well-organized essay how the author builds an argument to persuade an audience.  You 

may analyze such aspects of the passage as the author’s use of evidence, reasoning and stylistic and persuasive 

elements, but you may also choose other features to analyze; you may be advised that, in all cases, you should 

center your discussion on those aspects that are most significant/relevant to the passage in question. 

 Responses will NOT focus on whether you agree or disagree with the claims made in the passage but 

rather how the author builds an argument to persuade an audience. In broad terms, responses are evaluated 

for demonstrated comprehension of the source text, the quality of analysis of that source text, and the quality 

of the writing in the response. Your response should demonstrate such dimensions as a careful understanding 

of the passage; effective, selective use of textual evidence to develop and support points; clear organization 

and expression of ideas; and a command of the conventions of standard written English.  

 This task is not designed, like others in the past, to elicit your subjective opinions but rather to assess 

whether you are able to comprehend an appropriately challenging source text and to craft an effectively 

written analysis of that text. You will not draw on your own personal experiences, so no first/second person 

will be used, but you will be required to make purposeful, substantive use of textual evidence in a way that 

can be evaluated objectively.  

As you read the passage on the next page, consider how your selected speech uses  

 Evidence, such as facts or examples, to support claims 

 Reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence 

 Stylistic or persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to emotion, to add power to the ideas 

expressed 

 Rhetorical strategies and logical fallacies 
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_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write an essay in which you explain how your selected speech builds an argument to persuade his/her 
audience of his or her purpose. In your essay, analyze how the speech giver/author uses one or more features 
in the bulleted list on the front page (or features of your own choice) to strengthen the logic and 
persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that your analysis focuses on the most relevant features of the 
passage. 
 

Your essay should NOT explain whether you agree with your speech giver’s claims, but rather explain how 

he/she builds an argument to persuade his/her audience. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

You may use your lists/notes of rhetorical strategies/fallacies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


