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Why should I write an annotated bibliography? 

To learn about your topic! Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent preparation for a research project. Just collecting sources for 
a bibliography is useful, but when you have to write annotations for each source, you're forced to read each source more carefully. 
You begin to read more critically instead of just collecting information. By reading and responding to a variety of sources on a topic, 
you'll start to see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to develop your own point of view. 

How do I do it? 

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation of 
each of your sources. For this assignment, your annotated bibliography will do the two following things:  

 Summarize: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone 
asked what this article/book is about, what would you say?  
 

 Assess: Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is 
this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? How is the source credible? 

Note: you do not necessarily need to address every question above, but it should be clear that your annotated bibliography both 
summarizes and assesses the source.   

Format 

The bibliographic information: Written in APA format. 

The annotations: The annotations for each source are written in paragraph form. The lengths of the annotations can vary 
significantly from a couple of sentences to a couple of pages, depending on the length of your source.  (For the purposes of this 
assignment, yours will be about a paragraph - the length of the example provided on this handout.)  

Please keep in mind that all your text, including the write-up beneath the citation, must be indented so that the author's last name is 
the only text that is flush left. 

Sample APA Annotation 

Barber, Benjamin R. (1992). “Jihad vs. McWorld.”  The Atlantic. Retrieved from 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1992/03/jihad-vs-mcworld/303882/ 

In Benjamin Barber’s “Jihad vs. McWorld” he argues that the world is headed for one of two possibilities: a nationalistic 
world where nations fight to keep their cultures alive (the “Jihad”), or a homogenized world where nations attain peace at 
the expense of individual cultures (the “McWorld”).  He explains that neither of these two options is likely to embrace 
democracy, but he predicts that eventually “McWorld” will overcome “Jihad.”  Barber’s goal in this piece is to examine two 
possible outcomes of the rapidly globalizing world and try to predict the most likely outcome.  Barber includes convincing 
evidence for many of his points, and this article as a whole appears to be a reliable source that provides an interesting 
perspective on the possible long-term results of globalization. Benjamin R. Barber is the first distinguished senior fellow at 
the Fordham University Urban Consortium, and the president and founder of the Interdependence Movement as well as 
the project for a Global Parliament of Mayors, growing out of his book If Mayors Ruled The World: Dysfunctional Nations, Rising 
Cities. 

 
*In this example, the first two sentences summarize the source, and the second two sentences assess the source, and the last finalizes 
the source’s credibility. 


